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PREFACE. 



JM.ANV pious people, engaged in the ac* 
tive duties of life, have neither time to read, 
nor money to purchase large books. With 
a view to relieve them in both these re- 
spects, the following Short Sermons are 
published* 

Long sermons are generally tiresome, 
and seldom do much good either to read- 
ers 6r hearers* The author of these ser* 
mons has been employed in the work of 
the itiinistry more than* one* and -twenty 
years* and has always found that short 
sermons are both more useful and more 
acceptable than long ones* 

It may be objected that these are too 
ihort To this it is answered, first, that 
each short sermon in this work is intended 
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PREFACE. 



t£ contain the substance of a long sermon; 
and, secondly, that the design of a sermon, 
in the author's judgment, should be rather 
to open the way for people to think for 
themselves, than to exhaust the subject by 



long illustrations* 



Should thfs feeble attempt to instruct the 
pious prove a blessing to any one, God shall 
have the praise. The author does not court 
popular -applause. His highest ambition, he 
trusts, is to DO GOOD. 
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The original State of Man. 



SBRMO.N L 



( * "GfcN. 1.27. ' 

5b Gw/ created man in his men image, in the image 
of God created he him. 

JJ. J1E works of God are beautiful in their 
appearance, regular in their motions* &nd 
useful in their Tferious operations. To con- 
template them frequently, is both an im- 
portant duty, and a source of great delight. 
V T^e-works of God are great, sought out 
of all ,thfcm thait hfera pleasure therein/' 
. The firs£ chapter of Genesis, out of which 
we ha^fe takin nrir text, : contains a short 
account of qreafioh in general, and of man 
in particular. : The solemnity with which 
juan was created, piwes >tHat hie w#s de- 
sigijqcjL to fill an important place in the 
n^ly^eated s\*tarld. A council waif 
heW- -"ifcet w (said Goetyunake man h& 
##r ii#a#fr/so God created 1 man in his own 
imag'e, , in the image . of God . created h& 

hiW .'; , -- -w *> -'- '•' ^ ' •• *' 

Our text teaches two things* first, that 
<Jrod created man : secondly, that he cre- 
ated ihim in .his own image* 
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6 ORIGINAL STATE OF MAN, 

I. God created man* 

To create is to give being 1 to that which 
did not exist before ; and it implies such 
amazing" wisdom and power as far exceeds 
our comprehension* We are certain that 
man could, not create himself; for that 
would have implied being without being*, 
and power without power. Nor can we 
conceive that the highest angels, who are 
but creatures themselves, could create him* 
God, is the only being in the universe who 
has infinite wisdom and almighty power, 
both of which are absolutely necessary in 
a Creator. All other beings, however 
highly exalted, are but of yesterday. They 
had a beginning; but God is from ever- 
lasting* He had no beginning. He receiv- 
ed life from none ? but gives life to alL 
The propagation of man is a, very diffe- 
rent thing. God has given him, in com- 
jnon with various other beings, a power to 
propagate his own species: but if we trace 
propagation back as far as imagination 
can carry us, we must come at length to a 
first pair, formed by an almighty hand. The! 
sacred scriptures place this subject in A 
clear light; informing us that man is a 
creature, and that the God of heaven and 
earth, who made all things by the word 
of his power, is hia Creator. 

Hence we learn that man is a dependent 
being, who owes aU his greatness to God— 
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ORIGINAL STATE OF MA& 7 

that he should be humble, giving God the 
gloly of all he i? and all he has— that he 
should love, honour, and obey his Maker 
in all things ; employing those powers both 
of body and mind with which God has 
created him, in the way that infinite Wisr 
dom may 4irect. While he does so, he may 
safely rely on the goodness of God for a 
supply of all his wants. A kind Providence 
will watch over him for good : he will be 
protected in every hour of danger ; and he 
will enjoy a large portion of substantia^ 
happiness, which may be continued to him. 
through every period of his existence. 

II. Gr0D CREATED MAN IN HIS . OWN 

IMAGE, 

Many erroneous opinions have teen main- 
tained cm man's primitive state. Some have 
placed him on a level with, if not above 
the angels of God; and others have placed 
him below many of his descendants. To 
avoid these wide extremes, we mpst abjde 
by reason and revelation; 
; The image of God does not refer to the 
body of man, which was formed of the dust ; 
|br God is a spirit, and cainnot be represent* 
ed by any material form. 
' , An image is the representation, or like-' 
ness, of any person or thing. Man was an 
image, ^presentation, or likeness of God, 
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L In authority* He h&d!". dominion ove* 
the fish of the stsi; aitoi ever flit* fowl of the 
;air, andwer eyery li^TOng.^iJg/tfcaJtimo^ 
eth upon the earth ;" therein repr&eriting 1 
him who ruleth over alL ThJus, what IGod 
is to the universe, that man was to tte 
lower world. The inferior creatures weife 
not made capable either of knowing, fear* 
ing, loving or sdrting God ; but were ipdpc* 
ed under man, that they might know* fbair, 
love, and obey him. ; They looked 6pto him 
as their sovereign* whiler he 16oked up td the 
Lord of lords as his! sarareigia, ' : i * r 

2L /n wisdom. God is. the wisest being iki 
the universe : man was the wisest h^ing on 
earth. This indeed may bfe interred frbm 
his office. A governor should have superior 
wisdom. u Renewed ^knowledge (s&iih 
the apostle Paul) after the. image of hint 
that created him/* Wh^t degree of know- 
ledge man possessed before the fell we can- 
not exactly determine; It is probable he: 
had clear and extensive views of the works 
and attributes of God — that he understood 
his own precise situation, both as a subject 
of God, and as a governor of the wfcrld^~; 
that he was acquainted with the duties 
which he owed to God hid governor^-4hdt 
he knew the properties arid dispositions 1 of 
the creatures which he had *to{^vexiir*-and r 
the happiness which wtfuld resist to him 
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. ORIGINAL STATE OF MAN. 9 

from the right performance of various du- 
ties hot^i to God above him, and to the 
creatures below him. Less than this we 
cannot suppose, and more than this we need 
not insist upon. 

3. In righteousness. God is righteous in.hls 
government. "Righteousness and judgment 
.are the habitat iop of his throne." Herein 
man was like, the Lord God. He had righ- 
teous dispositions, which always lead to a 
xigjiteous conduct. While man preserved 
Ihese dispositions, he could not be cruel to 
the creatures. They all rejoiced, we may 
suppose, in his equitable sway. That man 
bore the image of God in this respect, is 
evident from the following words : " The 
new man, which after God,, is created in 
righteousness arid true holiness." 

4. In holiness. God is holy : jnan resem- 
bled him. His soul and body, which include 
the whole man, were holy. .There was ho 
spot of pollution upon him. He had no 
sinful propensity — no inclination to any 
thing that was wrong. He loved God with 
all his heart. God was the centre of his 
soul. He could say, " Whom have I in hea- 
ven but thee, and mere is none upon earth 
that I desire besides thee. 1- Evil was un- 
known to him even in theory. He was 
good ; yea, his whole nature was very good. 
From the purity of his nature he was led tp 

B 
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10 • 'ORIGINAL STATE OF MAN. 

every thing 1 that was lovely In his condtict. 
Every duty was delightful to him. Had he 
remained in this state, the pure worship of 
God, would have been established amongst 
his descendants. JVfen would ha v« been like 
the angels, and earth like heaven. 

We may certainly infer that man wail 
completely happy in his primeval state. 
There was nothing to make him unhappy. 
All without was beautiful, and all within 
was pure. God delighted in him — the crea- 
tures paid him homage — the earth produce 
ed every tree that was pleasant to the eye, 
and good for food. There was no sorrow, 
no pain, no crying, no death, in paradise. 

The original state of man reflects the 
highest honour upon God. We behold in 
it an astonishing display of his wisdom, 
power, goodness, purity, and love. If the 
glory be departed, let man bear the blame ; 
let him be ashamed; let him be punished ; 
for the awful change took place through 
his transgression. God intended him to> 
continxie as he made him. He gave him 
power to stand. To him be glory for ever, 
Amen. 
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SERMON II. 

Isa. liii. 6. 

All we like sheep have gone astray. 

JM.AN did not long continue in a state of 
innocency. Tempted arid overcome by the 
devil, lie broke the law of his God, and 
brought ruin both upon himself and his 
posterity. We, his offspring, have followed 
his sad example; and, frtan our youth even 
until now, " all we like sheep have gone 
astray/' 

Let us consider, first, wherein men have 
gone astray from God ; secondly, the dread- 
fiil effects which have followed: and, 
thirdly, conclude with some advice 1 to the 
wretched wanderers. 
. I. Wherein have Men gone astray 

FROM GOD? 

1. In their thoughts. "They have forgot- 
ten God that formed them.'" They for- 
get his being and perfections, his presence, 
and providence: they forget his gobdness, 
his mercy, his truth: they forget their de- 
pendence, upon him, and the high obliga- 
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12 PRESENT STATE OF MAN, 

tions they are under to lore, honour, and 
obey him : they forget his justice, his threat- 
enings, and his fixed purposes to punish sin. 
They think about eating and drinking, dress 
and company, amusements and, pleasures, 
riches and honours; but better and more 
important things seldpni find place in their 
minds. Sometimes, perhaps, an alarming 

I>rovidence, or an awakening sermon, may 
ead them to reflect for a moment ; but ? 
alas, how soon do their thoughts wander 
again on the vanities and follies of humai} 
life ! Before the flpod, " God saw that tfye 
wickedness of man was great in thp earth, 
and that every imagination of the though t§ 
of his heart was only evil continually . v 

2. In their affections. God, whom they 
are bound to love supremely, is hated. 
They hate hi? government and laws, his 
worship ap4 people. "The carnal mind 
is ennjity against God — They are giyeni 
up to vile affections— They love the world, 
aqd the things that are in the world, 
but the love of the Father is "not in thejn" 
Nothing, I think, can be a stronger proof 
that men are fallen from God th#n thi$ 
state of their affections, iThey feel no inte- 
rest in 4ivine things. Their souls are whol- 
ly in the jvorld. There is their treasure* 
and there ape their hpayts. THpy m^y fep\ 
fear and terror when death and eternity 
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PRESENT STATE OF MAN. 13 

are presented to their view; But they are 
destitute of that lore which is the essence 
of genuine religion. 

3. I71 their conversation. This necessarily 
follows; for, " out of the abundance of the 
heart the mouth speaketh." The thoughts 
and affections being corrupt, the conversa- 
tion must be corrupt. They converse free- 
ly and frequently about the world; but 
God is not named, except in profane 
oaths, curses, and blasphemies- " Their 
throat is an open sepulchre; with their 
tongues they have used deceit; the poi- 
son of asps is under their lips : whose 
mouth is full of cursing aqd bitterness." 
Modern politeness may not admit of oaths, 
curses, and blasphemies, in common con- 
versation; but it substitutes nothing that is 
in reality much better. Were we to go 
through the most polished and refined cir- 
cles of the rich and great, we should hear 
but little either of God or Christ, of heaven 
or hell, except what is said or* these impor-. 
tant subjects in the way of scorn and con- 
tempt. 

4. In their conduct. They stray from the 
paths of piety, justice, mercy, and truth; 
and were it not for human laws, it would 
be difficult to calculate the number of hor- 
rid irrime* which they would commit. In 
short, they are proud, sel£wijled, covetous, 
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14 PRESENT STATE OF MAN. 

cruel, and full of depeit. There is not one 
sacred command of (rod which they da not 
break, not one promise which they do not 
neglect, not one threatening which they 
do not despise. 
II. The dreadful effects which 

HAVE FOLLOWED. 

. 1. God is offended* How can it he other- 
wise ? Is it possible for men to enjoy his fa- 
vour, while they trample his laws under 
their feet? "He is angry with the wicked 
every day— His wrath ,abideth upon un- 
believers/' This is a most alarming con- 
sideration; enough, one would think, to 
terrify the most hardened wretch. We 
fear the ^nger of man, if he have power 
over us ; but what is that when compared 
with the anger of God?. At his presence 
V the mountains quake, and the hills melt, 
the earth is burned ; yea, the world and all 
that dwell therein." Sinner, how wilt thou 
stand before him ? When he ariseth » in 
judgment, what will become of thee? I 
tremble for thee. O that thou wouldst 
tremble for thyself ! 

2. Light is withdrexvn. The true know* 
ledge of God is nearly lost. " For, behold, 
the darkness shall cover the earth, and 
gross darkness the people." How little do 
menknow either of themselves, of God, ov 
pf Christ ! H0W, astonishingly ignorant are 



Digitized 



by Google 



PRESENT STATE Ot MAJft i 5 

they both of the nature and design of pure 
religion! They understand arts and' sci- 
ences, trade and commerce, and whatever 
else belongs to this perishing 1 world* On 
these subjects they converse rationally ; but 
when religion is the subject of conversation, 
we evidently perceive ihey are in the dark. 
" Professing themselves to be wise, they 
become fools." This is the case both with 
heathens, jews, mahomedans, and nominal 
christians : they are all strangers to God 
and vital godliness, till the light of the gos- 
pel shines upon them. 

3. Happiness is lost. Men talk about hap- 
piness. They expect it in ten thousand ob- 
jects, but find it in none. Sin and mise- 
ry, holiness and happiness, are inse- 
parable companions. The soul of man, 
separated from God, cannot be happy. No 
created object can satisfy its large desires. 
Never, then, let us expect happiness in wan- 
dering from God. We can nnd it only in 
returning to him, and being made partak- 
ers of the divine nature: for, "there is no 
peace, saith my God, to the wicked." 

4 . ' Misery abounds. Men are mortal, and 
they feel a thousand pains in consequence 
of their mortality. " The body is dead be- 
cause of sin." Some linger in pain year after 
year; others are hurried away suddenly by 
the plague, by fire, by famine, and by war. 
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16 PRESENT STATE OF MAtf. 

They are scourged by the element, and 
destroyed by the beasts of the field. Their 
"days are few and full of trouble.* TJiey are 
made miserable by the 4 depravity of their 
nature : anger, wrath, hatred, and malice, 
often burn within them like- the .fire of hell; 
and, in some degree, are like the torments 
of hell. When these raging, tormenting 
passions, are still, others frequently succeed 
of a very painful description; such as fret- 
fulness, discontentment, murmuring, and 
complaining. Reflexion upon the past gives 
pain, and fears of the future create distress 
to him who wanders from the right way* 

5. Great punishments await them. They 
wander till they fell into the pit. Their 
way leads directly to it. " The wick- 
ed shall be turned into hell, and all the 
nations that forget God/' In that place 
of horror are felt all the dreadful effects 
of wandering from God. O that we may 
never know them by experience ! 

Ill, Advice to the wretched wan- 
derers. 

Seriously consider your present state. 
You have forsaken God your maker ; you 
have, perhaps, no desire to return; you 
have no power of yourselves to return ; you 
have no means of returning, unless God in 
great mercy afford you the means. But 
what reason have you to hope for mercy ? 
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PRESENT STATE OF MAN. 17 

Will he seek you, will he receive you, 
after all you have done to provoke him? 
Often ask yourselves, How will these things 
end? You think God is merciful, and your 
thoughts are right. He delights in mercy. 
But will he* have mercy on you while you 
continue to offend? How can you hope for 
happiness, while every sin you commit 
plunges you deeper into misery? Think 
how hateful sin is to God, and how destruc- 
tive it has been to men. AJjhor.aryi detest 
it. Earnestly seek the way of salvation. 
It must be by Jesus Christ. "He came 
into the world to seek and to save that which 
was lost/' Draw nigli to God through 
him. Pray for mercy, and for grace to 
help in the time of need. Do not delay a 
moment. "Now is the accepted time, and 
now is the day of salvation. ,, 
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The Mediation of Christ. 



SERMON HI, 

Urn \ t mm I'uji i i g > im g» 

lTiM.ii.5. 
7%ere is one God, and one mediator between God 
:■ and men, the man Qhrut Jesus. 



X JIAT sinful men cannqt be saved with- 
out a mediator, is ope of the most obvious 
truths of hpjy writ, God, who is tran* 
^eendently holy, will not suffer them tQ 
approach him in their own name ; but in 
the najne of Jesus they jnay draw near 
with hoimbJe confidence, for he is their 
mediator. '* There is one God, and one 
mediator between God and men, the man 
Christ Jesus/' 

Let us consider, first, the character of our 
Mediatory secondly, his mediatorial work : 
and, thirdly, the hmppy consequences of his 
mediation, 

L THE CHARApTER OF OUR MEDIATOR. 

1. His name is called Wonderful; and every 
thing which is said of him by the inspired writers 
is wonderful. Haying 1 two natures, the di- 
vine and human, he stands nearly related ' 
both to God and maa He is the beloved 
Son of God, and the despised Son of Man* 
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Without "form or comeliness" in his hu* 
man nature ; but in his divine, * the bright* 
ness of his Father's #lory, and the express 
image of his person/' The Word was God, 
and the Word was made fltih. This h a 
deep mastery which the human mind can- 
not fathom, but wbkh we are bound to be- 
lieve on the anatharity of inspiration* We 
cann^C explain it, because it fttr exeseecte th* 
limits of owr contracted understandings. 
The best method for us to take, is to gfo& 
lull credit to that which God has revealed, 
wkfcout either attempting to pry into hid- 
den secrete, or to explain that which is in*- 
explicable Had all rtien adopted this plan, 
many p&inibl disputes, in the christian 
world, would never have been known; and 
the real character of our blessed Mediator 
would have been maintained on scriptural 
principles, - &or my part, I see nothing in 
the union of Godhead and manhood* in thd 
person of Christ, contrary to reason ; and 
he who objects merely because it is above 
reason, must, to be consistent with himself 
object to every part of God ? s creation. 

2. The xeisdom of our Mediator exceeds all 
owr conceptions Peter said to him, "Lord, 
thou knowest all things.* And thtf apostle 
Paul iriibrma us, that " m him ate hid all 
the treasures of wisdom." He is perfectly 
acquainted \*ith the sinfulness, weakness, 
frailty, and temptations of man, and with 
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20 MEDIATION OF CHRIST. 

the best methods of delivering him from 
all ; so that .we may safely depend upon 
him as our guide to heavenly glory* 

3. Mis power is equal to his wisdom. He 
made and preserves the world : " For by 
him were all things created that are in 
heaven, and that are in earth, visible and 
invisible, whether they be thrones, or do- 
minions, or principalities, or powers ; all 
things were created by him, and for. him : 
and he is before all things, and by him all 
things consist." This power, blessed be God, 
is employed in saving a lost world. Well 
might the apostle to the Hebrews say, " He 
is able to save them to the uttermost that 
come unto God by him." Let us commit 
ourselves wholly to him, remembering that 
he is able ttfkeep that which we commit unto 
him agaiqst that day — that great decisive 
day, which will determine the everlasting 
state of all mankind. 

4. He is perfectly holy. , " Such an high 
priest became us who is holy, harmless, 
undefiled, separate from sinners, and made 
highpr than the heavens." On this account 
sinners can have » no union with him till 
they are saved from their sins. In reference 
to this, the stngel of the Lord said to Joseph, 
" Thou shalt call his name Jesus ; for he 
shall save his people from their sins." 

5. He is full of compassion jor all the human 
race; yet, such is his regard for the honour of 
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MEDIATION OF CHRIST. 21 

God, that he will not save tkwn'who obstinately 
live and die in a state of carnality. Possessed 
both of divinity and humanity, he regards 
the one as much as the other ; and it is as 
much his plan to secure the divine glory 
as it is to save the world. This should 
never be forgotten, lest, while we view his 
unbounded love, we should indulge our- 
selves in those things which will ever be 
hateful in his sight. 

These things, duly considered, lead us to 
conclude that he is in every respect a fit 
person to mediate between God and men. 
Have we to do with God ? He is God. Are 
we men ? He is man. Are. we ignorant ? 
He is wise. Are we weak ? He is strong. 
Are we polluted? He is pure. Are we 
miserable? He is compassionate. — Let us 
now proceed to consider 

II. HIS MEDIATORIAL WORK. 

1. As Mediator, he fulfilled the law, and made 
it honourable. His obedience was perfect. In 
all his works the precepts of the law shone 
peculiarly bright. Every command ap- 
peared in its native beauty and grandeur ; 
and the world beheld what (jod designed 
man to be at first, and what he actually 
was while he remained in a st^te of inno- 
cency. The following prophecy was re- 
markably' accomplished in his holy Con- 
duct; " The Lord is well pleased for his 



Digitized 



by Google 
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righteousness* sake: he will magnify tha 
law aiwi make it honourable*" 
. 2* By his death he made atonement for sin. 
Man was guilty and; condemned. . God re* 
quired satisfaction ; and a sacrifice of great 
value must be offered up before guilt could 
be removed. No sacrifice was of sufficient 
value but that of Christ The blood of 
hulls and goats could not take away sin* 
They were offered up to God, under the 
ceremonial law, as types of the great Re- 
deemer, who had mercifully undertaken to 
atone foar sin ; and they directed the Jewish 
church to him, as the only foundation of 
hope to man. In the fulness of time he 
came, and " suffered the just for .the ungugt, 
that he might bring us to God — He was 
wounded for our transgressions — He re- 
deemed us by his Wood—- :He tasted death 
for every man/' 

3. By his resurrection he conquered death* 
and opened the grave* The sentence pro- 
nounced jipon man when he first went 
astray was, " Dust thou art, and unto dust 
shalt thou return;" but by the resurrec- 
tion of Christ a way is opened to a blessed 
immortality. Death yielded to his supe- 
rior power, and the dreary grave • wa6 
opened. What cause of thankfulness to 
*ua! What glorious prospects are before 
*m% We also shall arise from the dead, 
and heaven will be our final home! 
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4. Btfove ids ascension he appointed a gospel 
ministry. Chosen men were seat out intp 
ell the world, to preach the gospel to every 
creature. Having fulfilled their commis- 
sion, they died, and others were raised up 
to fill their place ; and able ministers will 
be raised up by Jesus as long as the minis- 
try shall be necessary* The men whom he 
chuses are not always furnished with vast 
stores of human learning ; but, what is fer 
more important, they possess the spirit of 
their divine Master. With zeal and perse- 
verance they warn men of danger, and 
direct them to the Lamb of God, who takes 
^way the sin of the world. By their instru- 
mentality sinners are awakened, mourners 
comforted, believers established, and back- 
sliders restored to the favour and image of 
God. 

5. After his ascension into heaven 9 he sent the 
Holy Spirit dotvn to cany on his gracious designs 
towards the children of men. The influences of 
the Holy Spirit are either extraordinary or 
ordinary. On the day of Pentecost he com- 
municated extraordinary gifts to the holy 
Apostles, to quality them iot an extradrdi* 
nary work; but those gifts were not conti? 
nted long. There are other ordinary gift* 
ef the Spirit which are communicated to all 
men in all ages, because they are absolutely 
necessary to saltation* Without his sacred 
foftuehcfte to* have pettier inclination am 
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power to return to God. He enlightens, 
that we may repent-*— he quickens, that we 
may live to God — he cleanses, that we may 
he happy. To deny these influences and 
operations upon the human heart, is to deny 
all genuine religion, as * that which is not 
the work of the Spirit of God cannot he 
called hy this name. 

6. He ever lives to make intercession. He 
appears in the presence of God for us, and 
pleads the merit of his death. It is on this 
ground alone that a siriftil world is not de- 
stroyed. When a guilty sinner returns to 
God, he pleads for pardon and peace : when 
a poor tempted and afflicted saint looks up, 
he pleads for delivering grace. Through 
him the choicest hlessings of heaven are 
sent down upon us ; and through him our 
prayers, and praises, and duties ascend, and 
meet \Vith divine acceptanGe.~We shall 
now hasten to the last thing proposed, 

III. The happy consequences of his 

MEDIATION, * 

• L God is glorified.* The plap of media- 
tion will reflect everlasting honour upon 
God, because it both secures his glory and 
the • happiness of his creatures. Here we 
see all the attributes of Deity graciously 
employed, and sweetly harmonized in the 
salvation of men. Justice is satisfied, truth 
is vindicated, purity is displayed, the chan- 
nels of mercy- are opened; and both the 
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wisdom and power of God made manifest 
in the contrivance and execution of this 
woncifous plan. 

2. A sufficient remedy is provided for man. 
His guilt may be pardoned; he may be 
reconciled to God ; his nature may be 
cleansed ; and lost happiness may be fully 
recovered. Shall we, then, refuse this 
remedy ? Are we determined to perish in 
our sins ? God forbid ! Blessed be the Lord 
for offering salvation to us upon gospet 
terms ! O may we accept his offered mer-» 
cy, and live for ever I 

3* A way is opened inlo the Kingdom of 
Glory. There is not a Sinner upon earth 
who may not become a saint in heaven* 
The crown of glory, the palm of victory, 
may be ours ; for the grand design of 
Christ, in all his undertakings, has been to 
44 bring many sons unto glory/' Lord grant 
that we may be of the happy number ! 

Upon the whole, let us unite in praising 
God for the gift of his Son: let us love the 
Lord Jesus in sincerity: let us thankfully 
accept the gracious offers of the gospel, 
and follow on to know, the Lord. Hereaifcr 
may we join all the glorified saints in 
heaven, in singing. the following, song- of 
praise to our Redeemer: "Worthy is "tjie 
Lamb that was slain, to receive power, 
and riches, and wisdom* and strength, and 
honour, and glory, and blessing/' Amen, 

D 
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The Necessity of Repentance. 



SERMON IV. 

' "h i 1 1 "in i hi 1 1 i ii | in y *+*f 

Luk? xiij. 5. 
Except ye repent } ye Shall ad likewise perish^ 



JlHE greatest sufferers ih this world, are 
not always the greatest sinners. We have 
clear proof of this, both in the case oiP 
Job; and in the two cases mentioned hi the 
preceding vferees* "Suppose ye (says Christ) 
that those Galileans whose blood Pilate 
mingled with their sacrifices, or those 
eighteen upon whom the tower iti Siloam 
fell and slew them, were sinners above 
all men that dwell in Jerusalem, because 
they suffered such things ? I tell you riay : 
but exeept ye repent, ye* shall all likewise 



From these words> we shall 1 enquire, first, 
what is ittiplied in repentance : and secondly, 
prove the certainty of perfehmg 1 without 
repentance* * ■ 

I. WkAT IS IMPLIED IN JtEPENTXpcife^ 

True ^repentance implies a kijQwjfedgffc pf 
^in, a sortow for it, a. turning fiW fa g^g 
a turning to God. 
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f. A indtvlt&gt df stn. A nian sees no 
need pf repentance till he. sees himself a 
smher. "I came not (toys Christ) to call 
the righteous but sinners tp repentance." 
A thoughtless sintier, ignorant of himself, 
imagines all is well, when perhaps a cloud 
of divine vengeance is just ready to bilrst 
over his devoted head. We see this illustrat- 
ed in the commoh affaire of life, in which a 
man sees no need of repentance till he is 
convinced of sortie, impropriety in, his con- 
duct. Thinking his whole fconduct right, 
he goes from one error to another, till ruin 
monies upon hini as . an. . armed man. 
The true penitent, before God, is fullv 
awakened irom the sleep of sin. With 
open eyes he sees what the law Requires, 
land wherein he has deviated from its holy 
precepts both in heart find life; and he 
humbly acknowledges, > Verily I am 
guilty. " Viewing the law. on one hand, 
and his Own conduct on the other, his sins 
appear more numerous than the hairs of 
his head. He did not befbre conceive 
him§elf guilty of so many crimes. With 
his eyes partly opened, he thought he had 
sinned only in a &w instances ; but he is 
nqw fully convinced that his whole life 
has been sinfiil ; that his best works have 
*:£vine short of God's requirements; and 
Hfifct he deserves to suffer all those dreadful 
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Eunishments, which God has threatened in 
is holy word. -. . 

2. Hence follows a sorrow for sin. A sight 
of sin is so grievous and distressing, that it 
leads the penitent to mourn and weep bit- 
terly; like Peter, when he reflected upon 
his hase conduct towards his Hasten 
Sin is now a heavy burden, which the pe- 
nitent can neither hear nor remove ; and 
it remains upon him both day and night. 
He often cries out, " O wretched man that 
I am!" No sorrow is like his sorrow* 
" The spirit pf n>an will sustain his infir- 
mity ; hut $, wounded spirit who can 
hear?" With this wounded spirit he sighs 
and grpans as one without hope. Many 
think tie is going mad; hut it is certain 
he is becoming wise, t Thoughtless men 
direct. him to company, amusement, and 
sensual pleasure, as the best cqre of me- 
Ianchqly and dpjecjion; hut wise and good 
pien direct him tp a. throne of grace. 
Ask him the cause of his, sorrow. Does he 
give you the answer of a madman? No: 
he says, ' I have sinned agajnst the best of 
beings ; I have destroyed myself; I am 
under a curse : and f continuing in my 
present state, hell will be my portion V 

3. The next thing in repentance is a turning 
fiom sin. Sin now appears hateful. The 
penitent abhors and detests it, and flees 
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from it as from the face of a serpent. 
God has said, "Let the wicked fcrsafce his 
way." The penitent obeys this^ command. 
He quits at once both sin and sinful 
companions, resolving never more to, of- 
fend a holy God. we do not suppose he 
has absolute power oyer, sin at, present; 
but he endeavours to conquer it. Death 
appears less dreadftil to him than sin;, apd 
he had rather die than yield to its baneful 
influences. If this be not the case,, he is 
not a sincere penitent. He may profess it 
before men; but God, who sees the heart, 
will not approve. It is an easy thing* tf> 
deceive men, ; and we may, deceive our- 
selves ; but God cannot be deceived. We 
,rjevqr read of a penitent in the word of 
God who did not forsake all his evil ways. 
The thing, indeed, will speak for itself. 
What we pursue we love. We cannot 
pursue sin without a love for it; and if we 
love and pursue it, how can, we be said to 
repent? 

4. Another important part of repentance 
is a turning to Goa. " Let us search and try 
our ways, and. turn again to the Lord.* 
The penitent returns with a humbly 
broken, contrite heart, confessing his sins 
to God. He comes as the publican in the 
temple, saying, " God be merciful to me, 
a sinner/* The justice of God appears 
dreadful ; but there is hope in his mercy , 
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He goes boldy to a throne of grace thrtMgh 
Jesus hi* mediator and advocate He 
seeks the Lord in all the means of grace, 
and joins himself to the people of Go£ He 
returns in his affections, desiring God 
above all things. He returns to his duty, 
saying, " Lord, what wilt thou have me to 
do?" Such a one is hot far from the king- 
dom of God. His sorrow will feoon bfe 
turned into joy. The gloomy, dismal 
^tate of penitence, will vanish as elouds and 
daMcnes* before the sun ; and the glorious 
£i*n of Righteousness will arise upon him 
with healing in his wings* 

11. The certainty op perishin6 
without repentance. 

1. It must be allowed that tilt men have 
sinned and come short of the glory of 
God. u The Lord looked down from hea-* 
ven upon the children of men, to see if 
there were any that did tmderstand', and 
seek God. They are all gone aside ; they 
are altogether become filthy : there is nonte 
that doeth good, no not one.' f Every soul 
of man is guilty. 

■ 2. It is equally clear that sin muit 
either be pardoned or punished* Every man 
must fall either into the hand of jus- 
tice' or of mercy. This is a necessary 
consequence of our probationary state. 
God has placed us here m a state 6f 
awful trial lbr eternity, and we must sboh 
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ajppearbelbrc aright***** Judge, to give an 
account of the deods done in. the body 4 
If our sins be not remitted, the Juctee must 
condemn our sopls to everlasting too, 
! 3 f Pardm eonmt U obtained without re* 
pgnfance. No man should expect it. Wo 
qanpot sep a need of pardon, if we 
neither see nor feel our sinfulness. We 
cannot reasonably indulge a hope, if we 
neither turn from sin, nor turn to God. 
"A prudent man foiresaeth the evil, and; 
hideth himself : hut the simpte pass en aad 
are, punished/' ^ 

4. It must follow then that this* mho 
neglect reprntwu* wiU peruL They .will 
perish body and soul for ever. Sinner, 
be alarmed! Trem>le before Godt He 
will not be mocked. u Whatsoever a nan 
soweth, that shall he also reap/' God 
gives thee space to repent; hut it will soon 
end hat a> future vroirld thou wilt find no 
place for r^peatance. Dost thou laugh at 
^inouriv^ penitent? Remember, it is 
better to weep* and mman new* than to 
weep and roewa in the flames of helL 
The damned would give a thousand wceklt 
for thy opportunity;, but their dreadful 
state will soon be thine, unless thou repent. 

The jews were often warned ; but they 
sKghted warning. The blood of the 
Galileans shed by Pilate, and the falling 
qf the tower in Siloam, were awful em- 
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1)161118 of that destruction which came upoti 
them ' when the Romans besieged Jeru- 
salem. In that memorable siege, if we 
are to credit Josephus, their own historian, 
eleven hundred thousand perished! Their 
towers fell— their temple was burned — . 
their /city was destroyed — arid those 1 who 
survived the drea'dftil scene Were taken 
captives, to return no -more to their be- 
loved land. Their wretched descendants 
are still scattered over the nations ; nor will - 
they ever return without true repentance, 
and an acknowledgment that Jesus is the 
Ckrisk Thus in' the end of the world the 
terrible judgments of Gdd will Overtake 
and overwhelm' impenitent sinners. * For 
when- they ~ shall say, Peace' and safety; 
then sudden destruction comethiipon them, 
as travail upon a-wOrhaln with child; and 
they 6hall not escape." 

I shall conclude in the words of Feter to 
his deluded countrymen : " Repent ye there 
fore, and be converted, that your sins may 
be Wotted' out, when the times of refresh- 
ing shall come from the presence of < the' 
Laid.?: 
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Prayer in Affliction. 

SERMON V. 

James v. 13. 

Is any among you afflicted ? Let him pray. 

EVERY state and condition of life has its 
peculiar duty ; and, to use a common 
phrase, that man acts in character who per* 
iijrms the . duty which his peculiar state 
requires. Our text refeip to a suffering 
stajte, and recommends the afflicted to en-* 
gage in the duty of prayer. " Is any 
ampng you afflicted ? Let hixn pray/' 

He^e are two things : first, an enquiry, 
u Ls any among you afflicted ?" and se- 
condly, a direction, " Let him pray." 

I. Is ANY AMONG YOU AFFLICTED? 

_ \. It is seldom that tee yre all afflicted. 
Though human life abound with trouble, 
yet, blessed be God, there are pleasing in- 
tervals of sweet repose ; wherein the mind 
is not only calm and tranquil, but inex- 
pressibly happy. No wave of sorrow rolls 
oirer die peaceful breast. The body is frek 
from pain, and the mind is free from all 
^distraction. Providence smiles; and wip 



Digitized 



by Google 



34 PltAYER IN AFFLICTION. 

abound with food and raiment, and every 
other necessary. comfort. All our affairs 
are, in every respect, agteeable to our 
wishes. Heaven and earth conspire to 
make us blessed, Hea? eii shines upon us, 
and all nature looks gay* We enter our 
habitations in peace f r We gp out and come 
in in the fear.of the Lord ; and all things 
evidently work together fer out good. 
This state, however, may not continue 
long* Hence we proceed to remark, 

2. That generally- some among vs. are qf* 
jticui* There are but few families, cities, 
or religious assemblies, where we might 
not find some in a st^te of ^Miction* While 
one is ^rejoicing, another is mourning; one 
drinks the cup of consolation, and another 
the bitter cup of sorrow* One is racked 
wi]th pain, and has appointed . unto him 
wearisome days and nights ; another is 
afflicted with ppverty and want: another 
mourns the loss of a dear friend or near 
relation, whom his eyes shall see no more 
ifc the land pf the living: another is af- 
flicted with thoughtless and disobedient 
fchildren, of whom he has no hope eithet 
fcfc to thfe world or that which is to come : 
Tmpthei- is Weighed down with A load of 
guilt* V^hifch creates dreadful fears of ft* 
futte punish ytient: another suffers Hy the 
persecuting spirit ot Such as should be? his 
tonipaiiipte in the way to Zion: tod^heir 
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id in heaviness, through manifold tepip* 
tation : another is rexed in his righteoui 
soul at the wickedness of the wicked : and 
another is kept in painful bondage through 
the Jfear of death. The monarch on his 
throne, the honourable statesman, the wis* 
counsellor, the valiant soldier, the upright 
judge, the laborious husbandman, and th* 
poor cottager, all know by sad experience! 
that man is bora to trouble. Even pure 
religion does not exempt men from &£* 
fliction ; for, " many are the afflictions* of 
the righteous/* 

When a minister of religion gfoes into a 
femiiy, let him enquire, Is any among 
you afflicted ? When he mixes with coin* 
pa#y, though £hf y may put on a cheerful 
countenance, tat him ask, Is any among 1 
you afflicted? When he ascends the sa- 
cral pulpit, let him look upon his nume- 
rous and raked hearers, and put the que** 
tion, Is any among you afflicted? Atrf 
when he writes to the saints, as James in 
this epistle, let him make the enquiry, 
Is ftny among you afflicted? Then let h&gi 
earnestly recommend the dutyoof prayer. 1 -— 
This leads to the second part of our 
subject: 

it Lit him prav. 

Vfe mikst carefully guar$ a r ^ajnst mis-*' 
tak^s in expiring the holy seizures.' 
This passage, mfcunderstood, may lead torn 
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dangerous error; namely, that prayer is 
never necessary but in affliction. : Some 
mfcn seem to understand it so ; for they 
never pray but when they are afflicted. 
This important duty must be performed 
§t other times ; but it is peculiarly ne- 
cessary when the spirit is weighed down 
in affliction. Our afflictions are often of 
?uch a nature that none can remove them 
but God- They baffle human skill, and 
set at defiance the feeble powers of roan* 
Let us then apply to God, whose wisdom, 
power, and goodness, extend to all the sons 
af men; and wKo can deliver out of the 
deepest afflictions to which human nature 
is subject. 

Prayer in affliction implies a deep sense 
of our impotence ; an acknowledgment of 
God's power ; and an humble dependance 
upon him for help. It abases the creature ; 
but exalts the Creator, These consider- 
ations discover the fitness of this duty on 
the one hand, and on the other the pro* 
bability of success, if we pray ifr a right 
spirit—- We shall now point out some things 
for which we should pray when we feel die 
heavy hand of affliction. 

1. We should pi ay for pardon. Perhaps 
some crime may be .the cause of our %kf- 
fbring, which -must be pardoned before we 
can obtain deliverance. Some sins are tm- 
X» death; and God forbids our prayer. 
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But Gtid has said, "If any man see hur 
brother sin a sin which is not unto death, 
he shall ask, and he shall give him life 
for them that sin not unto death." When 
David was afflicted; in the matter of Uriah, 
he put up the following prayer: "Make 
me to hear joy and gladness ; that the 
bones which thou hast broken may rejoice* 
Hide thy face from my sins, and blot out 
all mine iniquities/' The apostle James 
gives direction on this subject in the fol- 
lowing words : " Is any sick amon^ you ? 
Let him call for the elders of the church ; 
and let them pray over him, anointing him 
with oil in the name of the Lord : «and the 
prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the 
Lord shall raise him up ; and if he have 
committed sins, they shall be forgiven 
him." 

2. We should pray fur counsel. " If any of 
you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that 
giveth to all men liberally, and upbraid- 
eth not ; and it shall be given him." We 
never need the counsel of God so much as 
in affliction. While clouds of thick dark- 
less roll round us, we know not which way 
to go; but when we acknowledge God in 
the duty of prayer, he directs our steps. 
It is a source of pleasing consolation to be 
able to say with the psalmist, "Thou 
sjhalt guide mer with thy counsel, f and a£ 
terwards receive me to glory,* No coun- 
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n6\is s# safe as that of the Lord; and it is 
fally sufficient in all ages. u The counsel 
of the Lord standeth for ever, the thoughts 
Qf his heart to all generations." 

3, We should pray for support. We arte 
weak and feeble ; but God is strong. He 
has promised to help ; let us plead his 
promise. " I, the Lord thy God, wift hold 
thy right hand, saying unto thee, fear not; 
I will help thee," By waiting upon God, 
in the duty of prayer, we renew pur 
strength, and mount up as on the wings 
of eagles. Thus strengthened, we have 
nothing to fear; for as our day is so is our 
strength* The apostle Paul had a thorn 
in the flesh, and he besought the Lord that 
it might be removed; but the Lord iaid, 
"My grace is sufficient for thee : for my 
•trpngth is made perfect in weakness.** 
* 4, Wt shoutU pray for a sanctified use of 
<t/flictioH. When affliction is sanctified, it 
pt$mote$ our good, the good of others, and 
the glttry of God. God neither afflicts in 
mifij nor willingly grieves the children of 
mfcw. ** Before I was afflicted I want 
aetoay ; but now hofre 1 kept thy wonL* 
Afttor an affliction 5s over, it is pleasing to 
toffee*, that like sihrer in the furnace, we 
hero lest nothing inxt dross. In this way", 
4fKl for thjfe Ytxy end, God often afflicts his- 
c^dfta. "Short, O God, liast proved us : 
tlw» hmt tried us as silver is tried. 
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Thcri broughtest us into the net j thou 
laidst affliction upon our loins/' 1?rayer, 
for a sanctified use of affliction being ao 
Companied with those dispositions which 
incline us to improve it to the best of pur- 
poses, we majr assure ourselves, that the 
overruling 1 providence of God will make' it 
a blessing " Ye have heard of the pa- 
tience of Job> and have seen the end of the 
Lord.* 

. & Wt thould pray for deliverance. Wheii 
the Israelites in the wilderness wandered 
in a solitary way* and found no city to 
dwell in; when their soul fainted with 
hunger and thirst, " Then they cried unto 
the Lord in their trouble, and he delivered 
them out ol theii 4 distresses.* But when 
we pray for deliverance, we must pray with 
resignation* The time must be left to 
God, who knows best how long it may be 
necessary to continue an affliction. Out- 
prayers should be suited to the different 
fubjects pf prayer. When the case is clear, 
we may ask in full confidence ; but when 
it is doubtful, we should say, u If it be thf 
will." Prayer for deliverance from afflic- 
tion should always be expressed in humble, 
modest, and submissive language. 

" A $$* g*ae*al remarks ,shall conclude 
this subject, ,-i 
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J ( . A man in affliction should request others ti 
join with hifn in prayer. United petitions are 
powerful. " If two of you shall agree on 
earth, as touching any thing that they shall 
ask, it shall be done for them of my Father 
which is. in heaven.* The prayers of 
saints ascend before the throne of God like 
holy incense, and speedy answers are sent 
down. Hasten, then, to call in the pious ; 
and set great value upon their pfayersi 
Even Simon, the sorcerer, wheri threatened 
with the- judgments- of God, said to the 
apostles, "Pray to the Ixwrd for me, that 
nohe of these things tvhich ye have spoken 
come upon me," - 

2. Prayer in affliction does not set aside the 
use of other m x tans. Every means that pru- 
dence may dictate,, should be used on these 
- occasions ; bat all should 1 be mixed with 
prayer* that God may give his blessing, 
without which all our endeavours will 
prove useless. 

3. s We are encouraged to pray in affliction by 
the example of xvise and good meh in days of old. 
They applied to the test of friends. Their 
first thoughts, in every calamity, were 
turned to God. The ignorant mariners, 
when threatened with a watery gravQ, 
prayed to their gods ; and they exhorted 
Jonah to call upon his God, that they might 
riot perish. 



Digitized 



by Google 



GRAYER IN AFFLICTION* 41 

4. A disposition to pay to a supreme power, 
in times qf trouble^ is common to all men* Let 
us be tatttful* tthile tffe ex^rdise this 
duty* not to provoke the Lot4 to punish us 
more severely by offering WD> the prayers 
of wickedness ; but let us call upon him in 
sincerity arid truth ; and let all our prayers 
be offered up .in tjm imtoe of J^sus. 

5* The character of the divine Being is ail en* 
couragemmt to pray in affliction. Ht is fi|il 
pf C*ifc|w*ion t undw^itsto do has aettiy 
crektures g6bd* He pittas mm in th^ir 
troubles, and his arm is stretched out to help 
and deliver. " Thou, Lord* art gt>od, and 
ready ttr fbifcivfc arid pleBteoiw in JHtfc^ 
teffiefe that **Ut¥*n theft*" 

tf. It is tuful it tet e rtan plimgtd i^ drtfr 
efflistbm mthtwt .« itettt ro #•*£, Jt wmt- 
times happed* .{let u* think on it wki* 
hafrrot) thfet amn tabjse God ia rtSlkti*qtt 
but they ottfe like tferife aad damned spirit** 
O Wwfere of a mwrmwfing' spirit* lest thou 
sfcowldst be hardened H> auoh fe 4egt*e *rf 
to curse God and Ictok upwards I In which 
awful case* there cbuld be but little 
Jiope of thy satv&ti&ft. let tfc ttfay With 
all prayer, find may God berth heaf, &tt<t 
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A Message from God. 



SERMON VI. 



Isaiah iii. 10, 11. 

Say ye to the righteous, that it shall bt well with 
him : for they shall eat the fruit of their doings. 
Woe unto the wicked : it shall be ill with him / 
f*r the reward of his lumds shall be given Hm 



JL HE world may foe divided into twa 
classes ; the righteous and the wicked* The 
righteous are ftjends of God; the. wicked 
are his enemies. Ministers, who are God s 
messengers; are commanded to comfort 
dnd encourage the righteous; but to de* 
nounce woes and threatening* to the wicked." 
Our text contains two parts: first, it shall 
foe Well with the righteous : secondly* it 
shall foe ill with the wicked. 

L IT SHALL BE WELL WITH THJB AlGH- 
f EdUS. 

1. A righteous mem believes what God has^ 
revealed, and obeys what God has commanded* 
" Abraham believed God, and it was count- 
ed unto him for righteousness — But wilt 
thou know, O vain man, that faith without 
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MESSAGE FROM GOD. 43 

works is dead ? Was not Abraham our fa- 
ther justified by works when he had offered 
Isaac his son upon the altar? Seest thou how 
faith wrought with his works, and by works 
was faith made perfect." 

2. It shall be well with the righteous in this 
world. Outward circumstances may be un- 
promising; but the inward state of his 
mind is well. He l\as omniscience to direct 
him, omnipotence to protect him, and 
infinite fulness to supply his wants. God isi 
present with him as a cloud by day, and as 
a pillar of fire by night. Ip he poor? He 
can trust in God. Is he rich ? His riches 
are sanctified, and enable him to dp good. Is 
he in pain? He knows it will work for good, 
otherwise his heavenly Father would not 
have permitted it to come upon himi Do 
men desbis^ him? He knows God sets a 
great value upon him, and looks down with 
complacency. It is well with him in times 
of public danger. The sword may go 
through the land; but he is safe. The plague 
may rage ; but he fears no danger. Earth- 
quakes may shake the ground ; but he stands 
firm on the Rock of Ages. Famine may 
prevail ; but his bread shall be sure, and 
His water shall not fail. Thus he lives : 
hut how does he die ? When death ap- 
proaches all is wfell. His work is done, and 
hp lies dowrt in peace. God is with him, 
and he fears tio evil. Holy angels stand 
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44 Mfffttq* 1*0$ GQlfr 

8*pw4 W*te4» 9p4 wait> aowfoct him to 
fck Fathers hqus*. "Previous in the %fy 
of* tfie Lord is the death qf ^ gajnfc-* O 
pie pafoin,fcss, t^e swetfnq& of a djjjng 
saint! He would not exchange his fjtpaUon 
jpt{h foe prpude** monarch pn ^sivUv The 
wprld has nothing tp cpur* Ws Stay ? heaieq 
$&f? every thing that hi? spul desires* '! Le j 
me dje tfte death qf the rigkteous, and jet 
fpy last end he like bfe." Death is the fiatj 
(»f thi«i li^» ^nd then anqther life begin*. 

^. But it ihedl b$ well wjth tkp rigftfpaus iq 
th* tttokd to come* " TFhey §halj eaf *P>e fruif 
oTtheir dpings." "this is a %yre bprrpwocj 
jrom husbandry, ^he husbandman breads 
lap his ground, spws .his seed, and watches 
oyer ij witj* constant care. He labnusg 
Jka/d; ap4'inee]t§ with many di§cqurager 
ynent?. Perhayjig the f easpng ma,y be uj*- 
friendly, the fowls pf the air, qr fne beasts 
ojf tie fieJd may vjsit his inclosure, aod 
npxipps weeds niav spring pp.in abundance; 
but he waits for the harvest, when all hip 
labour and care meet with a full reward* 
}^ gathers h^g. corn, he makes hjg breast 
and eats the fruit pf his doings, Thj$ Ufeisa 
^eeS time. " Whatsoever a map. spwejth thajt 
shftll he ajsp spap. 9 We sow with iabpjjp 
and J the harvest eomef, and we eM 

thki fff doing. $od will rewax^ 

tljei ^hey «ip npt deserve v»J# 

&e s ; bat he is gracious. 5% 
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M^ssAes won Qop, 45 

|#WSrd will not he of debt* but of grace. 
£|q4 has pwwafef 4t w4 ha is fckhfoh W« 
,eWm jw merit* hirt ouar claim to the ret 
ward is as good as if we had all the m$rit 
$$ wlpch some pretend* 

I^Qok forWaard, ye righteous, * with joy* 
ful hope! Yav nwy sow in tears, hutyt 
shaU reaj* in j#y , You may go^ ffcHh sort- 
rowing, but ye shall return rejoicing 1 , bring- 
ing yoi*r sheaves with you* Think nothing 
pf your toils, and pains, and labours. Hear 
yen will recompense the just. Only be 
faithful to the end. Turn not aside frpm 
jthe holy cflHrpmapdment Prize your pra- 
pent ppvrleges; and prize your fiitntrt 
hopes. Ijfeverexph^pge them for any thing 
jthat this world cap giw. If it werfc to give 
yqu all it h$s, yo» would ho iomute 
losers fcy the exchange. You would ex- 
change ^lidhappine$s for Thrifty and disap- 
ppiiMw^itf ; y#u would exchange a hearen 
pf glpjry for a hell of pain and shame ! 

\ II. It shall be ill with the jvick^d. 

Wickedness is either secret pr open. Ajl 
#re wicked by nature; hut some endeavqur 
to conceal it, and ptheiv glojry in their 
sh#me. The wicked whp conceal their wick* 
jedne^sare ahho^redof Gpd, andth^openly 
.Wicked are abhorred both of God and man. 
ft shall he ill with bpth. The woes of God 
tottemalik* 
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46 Message from god/ 

Were we to judge by external appear^ 
ances, this passage would be difficult to ex-? 
plain. " The wicked flourish like die green 
bayrtaree/* They are merry, they laugh, 
they sing, they dance; but there is a worm 
within which preys upon their yitals. We 
must form our judgment of men rather 
by their inward feelings than their out- 
ward shew. \ • 

I. Woes are pronounced against them by the 
-God of- heaven, at whose word hell quakes and 
devils tremble. Woe to them in prosperity! 
God is against them. Their pleasures aye 
*ninj*led with poison : their riches are a 
snare and temptation; arid their honours 
lead to disgrace. Woe to them . in ad* 
versity ! God and men forsake then}. Tor 
whom will they turn in days of dark r 
ness and distress ? Woe to them when 
-they reflect ! They cannot bear their own 
reflections. Conscience, which should be 
a guide, becomes a plague. Woe to 
them when the judgments of God are 
abroad ! They cannot escape. " They are 
cast down as in a moment, and are consum- 
ed with terror/' Woe to them in the hour of 
death ! They turn their pale faces to the 
* wall, and die without hope. A heavy 
burden of guilt weighs them down, and 
they sink like lead in deep waters. Woe 
to them in the next world ; for u the labour 
of their hands thall begiren them." They 
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MESSAGE FROM GOD. 47 

hire laboured in the work of iniquity* and 
their reward shall be given in full weight 
and measure. Their works shall follow 
and. overtake theip, in a futufe world* 
. 2. Recollect the character of- God u/io pro* 
nounces these woes. " God is jealous, and the 
Lord revengeth, the Lord revengeth, and is 
furious; the Lord will take vengeance on 
his adversaries,- and he reserveth wrath 
for his enemies." He bears long, and is 
not willing that apy should perish ; but 
wher^he ariseth in judgment, we shall find, 
"it is a fearful thing to fall into the hands 
of the living God" Bijt is there no hope? 
Is there no remedy? Yes, blessed be God, 
toko waiteth to be gracious ! It is in the 
power of man to prevent these woes. He 
may obtain mercy. There is a friend in 
heaven, the Loni Jesufc Christ, who pleads 
fot guilty man. Hear his call : " Look 
unto me, all the ends of the* earth, and be 
ye saved ; for I am the Lord/* The time 
will come when there will be no remedy. 
*• He that being often reproved hardeneth 
his neck shall suddenly be destroyed, and 
that without remedy." Secure, then, the 
present moment, Return to your God. 
Humble yourselves before him, and he will 
enable you to say, " O Lord, I will praise 
ttvee: though thou wast angry with me, 
thine anger is turned away, and thou com- 
ftfrtedst me." 
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Kevcfrtiiefe^, let tlife i^«s^nget«t)f 6od to 
Mthfiil inpfonounc3ngthe$e sacred ttvfcfa f 
Ctitntort roe people ot God, and hold tip 
their * heads. Let therti he deat to yota. 
One 4tealifickti<rfi fceee&a*y In a hMtop, or 
due who oversees the <5hurcl> of Christ, is, 
that he be "a lover tff g6odmen * ^rtW 
yolir love by helping them oft the way. Bd 
hot afraid of the wickfed. Whether they 
wilj. hear or fofbear, pronounce Godtetrora! 
Thfeymay burse; hut God will bless* They 
may frown; hut God will smile. They 
may threaten ; hut dod will guard you on 
every side. They may charge you ^Ith 
ignorance, rudeness, and cruelty; hut you 
Are only accountable to Gods and while he 
Approves, yoti wfllprpsper. 'Thus when yotir 
mission ends, when yoiir wort: is. finished* 
you wiH hear him say, * Well donp, £dod 
and faithful servants, entc* ye into thfcjoy 
tfysmr'tprQ"' Amen. J 
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David's Advice to Solomon, * f 
SERMON VII. 

\ 1 -Chron. xxviii. 9. 

And thou Solomon my son, knmv thou the Oodof 
• thy 'father, and serve him with a perfect heart, 
. . and with a willing mind. 



j£hE dying* advice, of parents should be 
'sferiously regarded by their children. 
David was 1 deeply pious, and his advicfe 
to Solomon, 'in the last hours of his life, 
may be followed with peculiar advantage 
b^ all our yotith. The life of David had 
Mien a life of danger and difficulty ; but 
the knowledge arid service of God had been 
his support. Solomon was about to succeed 
David in the throne of Israel ; and he 
earnestly exhorted him to know and servfe 
His God. " And thou Solomon my son, 
know thou the God of thy lather, and serve 
him with a perfect heart, and with a wil- 
ling 1 mind." 

This passage contains two things: first, 
we should know the God of David: se- 
condly, we should serve him with a per- 
fect heart, and with a billing mind?* . j 



Digitized by 



Google 



50 DAVID'S ADVICE TO SOLOMON. 

h W-g-g gWt g WWW XiUR W&&F VAV19. 

The gentilp world hajd .many go^Js ; but 
the j were all idols of abomination. The 
God of David was *4hel*9*£ig > God, which 
made heaven and eartfj, and the sea, and 
all things;\that a*e ,therej&." , The pious 
mind of Dayid could not he satisfied with- 
out an enjoyment of this living God, in the 
ordinances of religion. Hence he cries 
out, u My •soul thirsteth for God, foi- the 
living God: when shall I come and appear 
before God!" Bat how should we know 
the God of David? 

J. We shquld know hi* existence. The being 1 
of a, God is the foundation of religion. 
^Jfe that jCGjgaeth to Gocjl must freHevp 
that he is," God h?s \yritten his being f in 
legible characters, upon every human 
heart; suad he who Jump Jii? eyep inwarcj, 
jway both read and maderstantf. The 
yrork& of credit ion teach thp luting q£ a ppa. 
*' For the invisible things of bim fr^» the 
c]pp^twa of tfye wprld are cjp^rly seen, be- 
fag 4ip4erstapd i>y thp things ih*\ are 
pifu)e, even hk eternal power $u4 Gpch 
J*»d." 

2. fP<e *Zr0ttW /-wow A& perfections. Wrong 
fip>vs of &<xl necessarily lead to errow in 
religion. Tftp Atfyeuiaps were ferpous for 
learning, eloquence, amd politeness; b&t 
they wf rp deeply plitfiged m idolatry an4 
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SAVIDfe ADVICE TO SOL0MON. 5l 

SupcfstMoii. They Rad some knowledge 
dfthe tmseejl Qod ; bufybeing* ign{>raitt of 
Jrisrperfections; their worship >ftfls imperfect: 
l*fae apostle ^auf was sent to turp them 
from " darkness to- liglit.** He addressed 
thcrti hi the fottoWTtig* remarkable words r 
* Ye metl of Atfrens, I perceJve that in eA\ 
things ye ate tofr superstitious ; for a$ I 
pas&d by sntf beheld your devotions, I 
found a!n altar with this inscription, T<y 
the unknown gOd. ' Whom therefore 
ye i^norantly Worship, him declare I untd 
you/' ^Hvinely inspired* men have de- 
dhdred the perfectiohsrof Oodj as far as it ti 
ijecessary for those perfections to be knownr? 
and their declarations are recorded in the 
scriptui^s for the; instruction of mankind* 
These sacred Writings inform us, that Gbtf 
h from everlasting to everlasting ; tbat he 
i$ a' pure and invisible spirit ; that he iaf 
infinite hi wisdoik, almighty in power, 
and boundless in goodness,; that he is holy, 
joist, merciful, and 4 true ;- that he- is every- 
where present ; and that he is unchanged 
$ble. Let us study these perfections with 
pious attention, that we may know how to? 
conduct ourselves towards our God, so as to 
meet with acceptance in his sight; 

3; Wt should knoxv his works. Christians 
are cautioned against the phildsophy and 
Vain deceit of the heathen nations ; but 
philosophy, as it implies a knowledge of 
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#2 bavid's advice to solomon, 

creation, founded upon reason. and expe- 
rience, should be pursued. Tlxe study of 
nature is important in a religious point of 
view; and a pious m?m should be conver- 
sant with God in all his glorious works, 
A knowledge of the works of God enlarges 
our views of his perfections, and exalts him. 
in pur sight. These glorious works lead 
pious mind? directly to himself. They 
§ee him, not only in the globes of light 
which roll, above their heads, but in the 
grass and flowers beneath their feet ;, and* 
How pleasing is the thought, that he who 
jpiade all tnings 13 our Father and our 
God! 

4: We should know hk providence* God 
govern? the ; universe ; and the meanest 
creature is a constant; object of his care.< 
A sparrow does not falV to the ground 
without his notice, His providence* indeed* 
is a great deep, which, mortals cannot 
fathoirr; but they may rest assured that 
he does all things well. A knowledge of 
providence is a perpetual source of comfort 
to good men. They feel quite easy amidst 
the storms of life. Winds may blow, and 
yraves run high ; but th^re is a pilot at the 
helm, who safely guides their little bark* 
Wars may alarm, and kingdoms fall ; 
but God directs their steps, and upholds 
their goings. " The steps of a good man 
fvre ordered by tjie Lord, and he delightetk 
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david's advice to solomon. 55 

\ • * ■ • 

in his way. Though he Ml (into affliction 
»nd disgrace) he shall nqt be utterly cast 
down: for the Lord upholdeth him with 
Jliis hand/* 

. 5. We should know his word. Men hare 
ynrittea mar^y useful books, which may be 
read both with pleasure and profit y. but 
mer? human compositions, however great 
or good, are stamped with marks of im- 
per lection. The word of God is perfect; 
and ev&rj page discovers evident marks of 
divinity, to him whose eyes are opened by 
the Lord* This blessed book will teach us 
how to live and how to die : it will point 
out substantial happiness, and inform us. 
J}ow it may be attained. Read this book 
by night and day, and store thy memory 
with the sayings of the Lord. 
, 4>. We should ^knaw- his grace. Men are 
sinners ; but God is gracious^ They are 
lost ; but he has provided a Saviour. 4< God 
so loved the world^ that he gave his ; only-> 
Begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life.". Let us be diligent in acquiring cor- 
rect views of those merciful methods 
which infinite wisdom has devised to save 
our souls from death. When we examine 
this wondrous plan, divine wisdom and 
goodness appear in every part ; and we are 
led to love and praise the Lord. If 
we accept this plan upon the terms pro- 
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54 DAVIB^ AlVVICB TO SOLOMON; 

posed, wfe shall obtain %n experimental 
kJtmtulge of our God ; without Which alf 
ttfcer knowledge is in vairt. In theory wef 
may know there is a God.; but gxpetienctf 
drily enables us to say, " My God." We 
Know his- wisdom experimentally, when W 
ibllow his directions; we know his 1 powejf 
cfxperimeiitally, when he saves from sirt 
end dfcrtgcr; we know his merdy experi- 
irrentalty, when we obtain mercy ; dnd wo 
- kave an experimental knowledge of his' 
purity, when we are pure in heart. Above 
AlAy let us seek a knowledge of God in these 
respects, that we may enjoy him as our 
43od ( both in time*and in eternity. 

Ji. We should serve him: With a 

iteftFEOT HEART, AND WITH 1 A WILLING 
MIND. 

f. We should serve him. God has a right 
to demand our servicfes, because we are 
ikh creatures ; and we are wholly depen- 
dant upop him both Ibr life, and breath, 
flndj all things. Obedience to his will has 
ever been allowed, by wise and good ijaen, 
to be a reasonable service. We should 
serve him with all our powers; and we 
should serve him at all times, as our ob- 
ligations to serve him never cease. Angels 
and glorified spirits Serve him without in- 
termission Jjtt us enter into his service 
now.- We have served lusts and passions 
long:; and devils have long tyrannized over 
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«*?- .U9h»f py. ?pi«t?. Etfwy «n»n fe» * 
i^apter^ fnd God shpuld J>e jtJbe «n*$t«r «f 
#?£ry x^an. Who is our Jft&ster? % wfetffl 
jyrg we ^govespned? Lor& £r«ig *s ; Wfr> 
W\4&pti<ZP *° tN e I £ad ^^y we *e me && 
/dl <tl>e days qf ppr If vgs J / . ^ : 

2. JPe jAdit/jrf serve him %oith a pcrffid Jw*rk 
J3y tUe tear*, we are to uadewt^nd *he 
intei^tions; and the word perfect $g&i§i& 
sincerity ; sp t^at we. are to serve Qod wJtfe. 
.wtMcerp intensions. Whpn religion *s f&r 
pulg.?, many profess to- serve him i&ei£jjr 
!o qptfdn applftuse. Others serve &#jl 
<outwa,r$Hy, for jthe *alce of worldly £$»}£ 
apd religion is made subservient 19 ih&r 
covetous rfe^ire6 f In our service we shauW 
aim at his glory, and our $wp^ly$tfiofr. 
Th^ h^^rt, actuated hy pther motive, 
45$ui»<# tys per^<? ( : Never Jet fi* lffc$ sigftt 
of these #iW principles ; fc*tf Jet »j»'sfjnre 
pfy C?p4 jn 4 ppre and perfect wary, 

& We ffwulg sfirp# him wjth a mlUftg ftffab. 
G$d k $ good ipagter. He aifoFcte jilear 
tiftd. supped; he give? a^4ant >»ge£; 
^4hk wsfk is gdMtsant.- JLejb <|iQ5f c<>i|- 
f iderafioQs wduae ^s to he cheerful iij h$g 
service and to take delight in oftgyiag 
his commands. While others view hjiA 
as a tyrant, and serve him with slavish 
fear, let us view him as the best of 
heings, and serve him with filial love,. J$e v 
ligion without this can neither be pleasing 
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66 DAVID'S ADVICE TO SOLOMON, 

to God* nor profitable- to men* Look at tR£ 
sorts of superstition, trembling* with fear. 
Pity and pray for them; but let thy ser- 
*vices be those of a rational and weljt-in- 
formed mind, enlightened by the word of 
God, and influenced by that grace which 
Renovates the lieart. 

Upon the whole: If we wish to live com- 
fortably, and to die in peace, let us know 
jcuid' serve the God of David; Let me 
seridusly recommend the young; the gay, 
the thoughtless, and the trifling, to lay 
these things to heart. Particularly; let 
me speak to youth, who are about to makfe 
their appearance on the busy stage of life. 
Whatever be the objects of your pursuit, 
4o not leave behind you the knowledge and 
the service of your father's God. Cultivate 
friendship with the unseen God, who gavfe 
you being, and who supplies your wants'. 
Remember -that the busy scenes of fife 
will pass away, and be as a dream when one 
axwketh ; and that' then* like - your pious 
"father's, you must descend to thesitent 
-grave: but, having followed their exam- - 
pie, you shall rejoin them in a happiefr 
world. ; * : - • • 
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Qbj-eqts of Ood's Hatred 
SERMON VIII, 

| UUlJUlJlJjUJ ' 1U (J.iV,! 

. Pnov. Tl. 16— 19. 

are ap qborpipatwn tQ him,: d proud loofo a 
lying tori{*tie y a/i(jt hands that she'd innoqeni blood ; 
an heart that devise th wicked imaginations, feci 
that be swift in running to mischief 9 and he that 
xmeth strife among brethren. 



TRHE Lotd bfltts nothing btit tojiat is hate- 
ful; and fre loves nothing 1 , ^\ 
cency, but what is lovely. 

n hi$ adorabl 

y wise, an*i t] 

iil£ endeavo 

, by loving y 

igwhat he fa 

ntgs which tl 
yea; seven which are ah al 
him. Let us examine them 

I. T?HE IGRD tfA*£S A FRCHFD LOOK. 

A pBQu4 l»ofe proceeds from a proud 
[heart. Some meaa endeavour to conceal 
their pride ; hjat they who indulge a proud 
look, expose themselves to every behpideii 
David prQbahly was charged with this 

H 
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58 OBJECTS OF GOD'S HATRED* 

crime ; but he appealed to the Lord fbf 
his innocency: " Lord -my . heart is not 
haughty, nor mine eyes lofty " The ge- 
neral causes of a proud look, are some 
supposed excellencies, either ; of birth, 
fortune, talents, or education; but none 
of these form a sufficient excuse for pride, 
jvhich, in every point of yiew, is hateftil 
jxrth to God and men. A little reflection 
will discover the abominable nature of 
pride. It pufls men up with self-sufficiency, 
and self-satisfaction; so that they despise 
others, and idolize themselves. Pride robs 
God of his glory, .and places the creature 
upon, his throne. Devils fell through 
pride, and thosQ who copy their exanjplc 
must, fall into the same condemnation. 
It is generally the first sin which appears 
in human nature, and the last which is de- 
stroyed. As/pride is hateful to God, one 
of these things must take place : either it 
taust be totally destroyed, or man must 
fall into destruction. "Pride goeth be- 
fore destruction, and a haughty spirit be- 
fore a fall." . fc , ; 

II. The lord hates a lying tongue. 

A lie isjwmething which is spoken with 
a design to deceive. If ja person delate an 
untruth, without that design, Tie cannot be 
charged with lying. The best of men are 
subject to mistakes and errbrs; but when 
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OBJECTS Ofr GOD'S HATRED* 59 

mistakes and errors are not wilful, they 
are not hateful to God. 

Truth in our words is of vast importance ; 
as without it all confidence would he lost 
amongst men, God is a God of truth, 
whom all should imitate. A liar is an 
abominable character, universally and 
justly detested; and he not only exposes, 
himself to shame and contempt, hut he is 
the author of much confusion and mis- 
chief. Let us therefore sacredly attend to 
truth ourselves, and teach our children, 
from their infancy, to abhor a lie. ' 

There are many sorts of lies ; and many 
designs in lying. Some design, by lying* 
to make sport; others to make mischief; 
others to promote their own reputation, and 
to blast the character of their neightbours; 
others to conceal their faults; and others 
to make pe&ce, which is a hateful method 
of doing evil that good may come. 

There are many awful proofs of God's 
hatred of lies recorded in the scriptures. 
Ananias and Sapphirahis wife were struck 
dead for lying. It is most expressly for- 
bidden, and threatened with the punish- 
ment of hell-jire. " All liars shall have 
their part in the lake which burneth with 
fire and brimstone." The devil has been 
a liar from the beginning; and all liars 
are his children. 
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60 dfeJtm OF OOD^ HATSED* 

HL'^Fhe LOltD HAt*S tHOSt itAWDS 
WHICH SHE.D INNOCENT BLOOD. 

Magistrates, to whom the power of God 
is committed, for the punishment of crimes, 
are allowed to take away the life of jaaan ; 
but they should proceed with great caution. 
It is hett&r thflt a hundred guilty men shoul4 
escape, than that one innocent man should 
suffer death. Private murders are horrid 
crimes; but they seldom escape the hands of 
justice, Cain shed innocent blood ; but that 
blood cried from the ground unto the 
Lord, and speedy punishment was inflicted. 
Much innocent blood is shed in wars, very 
iew of which can be justified. In ail wars 
there is an aggressor ; and the blood that is 
shed Iks at the door of the , aggressor, 
What a dreadful accpunt will the great 
qnes of the earth have to give in the day 
pf judgment, for having embroiled whol? 
nations in the horrors of war ! Life is a 
sacred thing, and he who presumes to take 
it away, without a just cause, jnay look for 
the vengeance pf that God whp has said, 
''.Surely your blood of your lives will I re? 
guire ; at the hand of every beast will I re? 
^uiye it, and at the hand of man; $t the 
hajad -of every man's brother will I require 
the life of man — Whoso sheddeth man f « 
})lopd, by man shall his bIpo£ be sjieflf* 
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W» Tft« LORD HAttS THE MtART THAT 
pEVlfittH WICKED IMAGINATIONS. 

Hie imagination of ?nan is $ fruitful 
source both of error and of wickedness; 
To devise wickedness in the imagination, 
is to invent ,and cofttrive methods of prac* 
tising and promoting 1 wickedness ; and it i$ 
£ much greater crime *thafl that which is 
done by {he sudden impulse of a moment. 
The minds of some' men are as deep and as 
piark as hell. Their imaginations are a.% 
work both day arid night to devise plan* 
gnd schemes of lust and cruelty^ Religion^ 
with all its beauties and excellencies, does 
. pot escape their diabolical thoughts. They 
lay stratagejnfc ft>r the pious; they project 
plans for the Overthrow of every sacred 
truth, and of every heavenly principle* 
Their minds are lijce the dark regions of 
the infernal pit, where, it is probable, devil* 
join in counsel against God and man, and 
then go forth with speed to execute their 
dreadful plans. Bfe it recollected, however, 
tbat a dark thought Cannot sprihg ub in the 
mind, without being instantly perceived by 
the pierciiig'eye pf an omniscient God, who 
"hates, and will punish all this hidden ini- 
quity. What a blessing it is that both 
providence and grace Are continually coun- 
teracting these wicked imaginatipns ! 
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V. The lord hates those feet that 

BE SWIFT IN RUNNING TO MISCHIEF. 

Wicked imaginations lead to wicked 
actions ; and men who cherish them are in 
haste to sin against the Lord. Pious men 
delight in doing good ; but these wns of 
Belial delight in doing mischief. This dis- 
covers a corrupt heart, where every action 
has its spring; and their inward state is 
tead in their outward conduct. "A good 
man out of the good treasure of the heart 
bringeth forth good. things: and an evil 
man out of the evil treasure bringeth forth 
feVil things." 

' Swift feet indicate zeal ; and, alas, there 
Are too many who are zealous in mischief t 
They burn with strong' desire to injure men 
both in their persons, property, and cha- 
^racter. Opportunities of this ltf nd are not 
very freq uent ; but whenever, an oppor- 
tunity offers, these monsters of iniquity 
hasten to the spot; and exert their devilish 
power to the uttefmo6t. Hpw unlike the 
Son of God, who went about doing good! 
Such men may be compared to savage 
beasts of prey, and to devils, who hasten 
from place to place to ruin and destroy. 
But God, who is good to all, and whose 
tender mercies are over all his works, be- 
holds* them with abomination ; and soon 
will pour his heavy judgments down upon 
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their guilty heads. A man of this descrip- 
tion may prosper for a time ; but soon, very- 
soon, "His mischief shall return upon his 
own head, and his violent dealing? shall 
come down upon his own pate." . 

VI. The lord hates a false witness 

THAT SPEAKETH LIES. "* 

Tkis re&rs<to courts of justice. Common 
lying is hateful to God; but perjury is 
much more hateful. He who speaks lies 
in a, cjpurt pf justice endangers the life and 
IJtjerty of man ; but some are so depraved, 
that they regard neither. He tljat feareth 
not an oath, neither fears God, nor regards 
man. O guard against this growing evil, 
lest that God to whom your solemn appeal is 
made, : should strike you dead upon the spot* 
When you are called upon to bear witness, 
be girt about with truth, and call to mind 
the solemn command which is given upon 
this occasion, "Thou shalt not bear ral^e 
\yitness against thy neighbour.** , Recollect 
seriously, that vyhat you gain by a false 
oath is but of trifling value when compared 
Twith what, you lose in the favour of Hea- 
ven. Think of the injury you a^e doing 1 
to your neighbour ; of the stings of con- 
science cm a future day ; and of the righ* 
teous judgments of God, which ^vill fell 
upon you in aji unexpected hour. 
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JBHI W*CO£» AMON& A»BTUft«¥* 

Brethren are sons of one father. Good 
men, of all nations, having God for their 
father, are brethren* Unity amongst bre- 
thren, both in private jfowilies anfl in 
churches, is very desirable. " Behold hpur 
good and pleasant it is for brethren to 
dwell together in unity ! It is like the 

Srecious ointment upon the head, Aal rati 
ami upon the beard, c ven Aaron 9 s beard t 
that went down to the starts of his gar- 
ments ; as the dew of Hermon, and as the 
dew that descended upon the mountains of 

The seeds of discord are generally sown 
by violent tempers and secret whisperers* 
* A froward man soweth strife i a:nd a 
whisperer separateth chief friends/' -A 
•violent temper frequently sets a house oa 
a blaze, and <he flames rage with ungo- 
vernable fury. When a man of this tem- 
per joins a religious society, there is great 
danger of discord, unless (w*hich does not 
always happen) his boisterous temper be 
subdued by the grace of God. A Whis- 
perer ought to be held in abomination* 
lie sows discord by artful and sly misre- 
presentations * when at the same time he 
is fuH of a pompous profession ef friend- 
ship. He carries liesi from one to another, 
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and peace and harmony flee at his ap* 
proach* Discord tn^y besdtfn bf a whis- 
perer who relates nothing but facts ; for 
many facte airraid be eoncealed-for the sake 
of peace# Weaknesses and frailties should 
be covered with the XQXBtls .ftf: love. 

We cannot wonder that the Lord hates 
these evils. They &re directly contrary to 
His nature; and they .are ruinous to men. 
Be careful to avoids them at *11 tkaeA. : If 
you regard either the honour of God* the 
happiuess ^f men, or yp^ owjfr individjrail 
comfort, pray , earnestly fop £. £e|Uv$r#]?Gf 
from these great s|i)& Thgnks be to thf 
blessed Je#us, who GftEpe i*>to r the world t$ 
*ave sinners! ■ Those who f«ed his saving 
power are humble,; they abhor a lie;, they 
are merciful ; they devise good ithi$gs ; 
their feet ai# swift in running tQ do goo^; 
they .fear an oath ; and they " fallow peace 
with all men, and hoiifwps* wither Wh^fl* 
^o man shall $tp the JUwd" 
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Justification by Faith. 
SERMON IX 

Rom. v. 1. 

Therefore, being justified by faith, we \hwce peace 
with God, through our Lord Jesus Christ. 



XT is a matter of vast importance for a sin* 
fill world to know the way of justification 
before God» The heathens, with all their 
boasted wisdom, never found it out: the 
jews had but an imperfect view of it: but 
christiariity has brought it to light. 

Our text will lead us to examine every 
thing* of importance relating to this subject : 
it may be divided into three parts : first, we 
are justified by faith: secondly, we have 
peace with God : and, thirdly, it is through 
our Lord Jesus Christ that we have pardon 
and peace. 

I. We are justified by faith. 

1. We are justified. Justification is either 
legal or evangelical. Legal justification im- 
plies a jull acquittal from charges, upon the 
ground of innocency. Evangelical justifi- 
cation implies the pardon (if sin 9 upon th« 
ground of Christ's atonement* 
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We cannot be justified before pod on the 
ground of innocency, because we have bro- 
ken his holy law; and one transgression, 
were it not for divine mercy, would bring 
us into a state of everlasting condemnation* 
The law of God requires perfect obedience; 
and neither sorrow for the past, nor amend-; 
ment for the future, can justify a sinner. 
What would a judge say to a criminal, in 
a court of justice, who should claim justi- 
fication on either. of these grounds? He 
xyould soon inform the poor unhappy man, 
that the law does not look at future con- 
duct, bat keeps a steady eye upon the past. 
The same remark we mate upon the law 
of God ; for future obedience, however per- 
fect, cannot remove the guilt of past offen- 
ces- Hence we infer, that "by the works 
of the law shall no flesh be justified." 
• We are justified before God by the for- 
giveness of our sins* Justification stands di- 
rectly opposed to condemnation ; ahd there- 
fore to say that a believer has no condem- 
nation, is the same thing as to say, he is jus- 
tified. But how do we obtain a freedom 
frPW condemnation? Certainly by a free 
and full pardon. The following passage 
is a direct proof ihatjorgivefiess and justifica- 
tion are. the same thing: "Through this 
riiaji (Jesus Christ) is preached unto you 
the fergiventss of sins; atad by him all.that 
believe are justified from »ll things, &«« 
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which ye could not be justified by the la# 
9f loosest* In pne place it is said, " we 
hare redemption through his bloods the 
forgiveness opsins;*' and m another, that \ye 
*re "justified by his blood." When a, jpner* 
ciftil God pardons our skis* through th^ 

lereis no more charge 
we had never pinned. 

ay thing 1 to the charge 
is God that justifieth, 

klemneth? It is Christ 

It is worth a thousand 
the man whoi^L grace 
lessed is he whose transT 
a, whose sin is covered^ 
b unto whom the Lord 
ity, and in whose spirit 
The vilest may obtain 
mercy* ancTenj^y this unspeakable blessing, 
Come my guilty jbfethren, let us humble 
gurselves before God, and thankfully Ac- 
cept his offered gr^e upon gospel terjns* 
^ %. We are justified by faith. Justifying 
f^Jth implies two things; frr^st, a full per- 
suasion, vpoh proper evidence, that Jesus is 
the saviour of the world ; and secondly^ a 
complete depndance upon him in that re- 
spect. 

itaiih jloeg pot justify as 'ft meritorious 
qcitl' but a? a term or condition which God- 
re^iires. 1*p |nal$e to HM&er piaipt and 
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easy to ]be understood, JetusckSoly fttttftft 
to the folWinf thipgs : A peaitealt ttm 
per <fajro pardon: He cannot. be fw* 
doned without a sacrifice ; Ghr*»t> oufc 

f)assover f Was uteri/iced for $in; . We btrf 
leve the report, and firmly, depend tiperi 
Christ as ear sacrifice. Then God is re* 
conciled, sih is pardoned, and we arte* justi- 
fied. This method is plaid, simple, ted 
easy to he understood by the meanest cApa^; 
city. > 

. It appeal* highly proper that Ond, wli6 
saves men by w atonement, should require* 
a dep^ndance upon that atpnemeat as d 
condition of salvation, The great objection > 
agaipst this is, that it sets aside tfo neoe*' 
sjty of practical religion ; but, when it -kl 
understqod that ju^tifting frith necessarily* 
produces good >vprk$, th<i objection is: dt> 
once removed,; No doptrine can pbssibljft 
be true which sets aside practical religion;^ 
but this establishes it* and places it upori ft> 
firm foundation. Faith produces love; ani > 
love produces obedience. . The true, belief) 
ex submits to Christ as his king t and cheeiv-; 
fplly obeys his laws, O let ufc now ; baity** 
ink ourselves to Christ I Let us seekt$iHto£ 
gelical justification without delay J- /fbhp 
blessing is purchased for ufc, and offered to - 
up ; .and we ipay humbly claim it a* oar • 
own. ( Having obtained it, lit us reeqUecV 
that" though we fire justified by fkitfe in ■ 
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this day of grace, yet that a day of judg- 
ment is approaching 1 , in which we shall be 
justified by the evidence of our works. In 
that solemn day " by thy words thou shalt 
be justified, and by thy words thou shalt 
be condemned." 

U. We have peace with god. 

Peace with God necessarily follows the 
pardon of sins, " God was in Christ, recon- 
ciling the world unto himself, not imputing 
their trespasses unto them/* Sinners are 
at war with Almighty God: a thought which 
should strike them with teri-or ; as they 
never had the smallest prospect of success! 
Omnipotence must prevaiL When they* 
lay down their arms, and humbly ieek re- 
conciliation with God, through Jesus 
Christ, he forgives theiti all, and takes 
them into favour. "Ye were without' 
Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth 
of Israel, and strangers from the covenants 
of promise, having no hope, and without 
God in the world : but now in Christ Jesus 
ye who sometimes were far pff are made 
nigh by the blood of Christ. Now therew 
.fore ye are no more strangers and foreign- 
ers, but fellow-citizens with the saints in 
light, and of the household of God." Hovir 
sweetly does life glide away when this fe 
our experience ! How pleasing' are bur pros- 
pects 4>f a future state ! Devils and men 
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oppose in vain, while we maintain this hea- 
venly peace ! Death, with all its gloomy 
attendants, cannot terrify the heliever who 
has peace with God. We are at war with 
sin, with hell, and with all that, is evil in 
the world ; but let us be of good courage, 
for we may overcome through the blood of 
the Lamb. 

IIL It is through otra lord jesi/s 

CHRIST THAT WE HAVE PARDON AND 
PEACE. 

When it is said to be through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, we are to take into the account 
all that he ever did, and all that he is dol- 
ing now on our account* We must not 
presume to separate his active obedience 
from his passive ; as he had but one end in 
view in all he did, and in all he suffered, 
namely, the salvation of men. We should 
recollect 

1. That it is through Christ that justification is 
attainable. Had he not undertaken our 
cause, we must have remained in a state 
of condemnation. We could not have de- 
livered ourselves ; nor could we have been 
delivered by the highest apgel in heaven* 
It has pleased God, for wise purposes, to 
make Jesus the medium of all his gra- 
cious communications to man. " Other 
foundation can no man lay than that 
iS laid, which is Christ Jesus." 6 let: u& 
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build wpon this foundation, and we shall 
Stand firm both in life and death! 

<L It ti through Christ that Jetitk is accepted 
mour righteousness. The krw demands that 
obedience, which, as fallen creatures, we 
tttrawt 'perform. The gospel requires faith ; 
but &ith would hare had *io saving ohjvct 
if Christ had not died. It is the object 
which stamps v^lue upon 4>ur fiuth, and 
renders it acceptable to God ; so Jhat if 
faith lie imputed or reckoned to us for righ- 
teousness, it is wholly through .the merit of 
our Lord. 

Viewing 1 things in this light, we see the 
-greaft obligation we are under to love, ho- 
nour, and obey our Saviour. Well might 
the apwtl6 Peter say, " Unto you therefore 
*whi£h believe he is precious." He is pre- 
cious to a ^fceliever in all his sacred offices 
aad characters ! He is precbus in life and 
death, and will be so to all eternity ! 

"Now^hrtm that is of power toslablfeh 
you aeeerding to my gospel, and the 
preadiingctf Jesus* Christ, according to the 
TpevteIa*lon of the mystery* which was kept 
*seetet since the world -began, but pbw is 
♦made wmnifest, and by the scriptures of 
4heprophets, acfcorcfingto the command* 
*ment *of <Ke e vertastrng ; G^od, made known 
40 afli nations for the obedience of feith*: 
'to K&0& only wise, be glory through jfesus, 
Christ ^brevetv Autcru* • 
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The Importance of Regeneration, 



SERMON. X. 



John iii. 3. 



Except a man be born again, he cannot see the 
kingdom of God. 



EVERY man should study the doctrine 
of regeneration with deep attention; be- 
cause happiness, both in this aftd in a ftitiire 
world absolutely depends upon this moment- 
ous subject. Those who live and die un- 
regenejate cannot see the kingdom of God. 
They will be cast out of the flivine pre- 
sence, and perish in their sins. 

Nicodemus, a rule^ of the jews, came to 
Jesus by night, and said mitp hitn, "Rab- 
bi, we know that thdu art a teacher com t 
from God : for no man can do these mira- 
cles that thou doest, except God be with 
him." This was an honest confession of 
Christ as a divine prophet ; but as to the 
nature of Messiah's kingdom, and the ne- 
cessity of entering info' it by a second binh r 
Nicodemus was as dark as the night ift 
which he came, Without any comment 
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upon the confession of Nicodexftus, Jesus 
instantly replied, " Except a man be born 
again, he cannot see the kingdom; of 

God/ * 

We shall consider, first, what is meant 

by being born again i secondly, the neces- 
sity of being born again: and, thirdly, the 
means to be used that we may be born 
again. 

I. What is meant by being bor$ 

AGAIN? 

The new birth has been* misunderstood, 
and therefore misrepresented, by many who 
have borne the christian name. Some have 
maintained that water baptism is the new 
birth ; but they have taken the sign for the 
thing signified. Some have supposed outward 
reformation to be the new birth ; not recol- 
lecting that there may be an outward refor- 
mation without a change of heart. Others 
have supposed that to be born again is to 
join a christian secl> and to make an open pro* 
fession of Christianity ; but they are as wide 
of the mark as the former. Many profess 
the name of Jesus who never felt his saving 
power. One remark will contain a fuH an- 
swer to all these dangerous errors : Bap- 
tism* a mere reformation of manners,, and a 
profession of Christ, are . external .things ; 
but regeneration is an internal ^ork of the 
holySpiidt. . : 
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The -language of scripture is often figu- 
rative. : Things of a spiritual mature are 
represented by natural things, to make 
them more intelligible, and to impress them 
deeply on the mind* The phrase, born? 
again, is a figure taken from a natural 
birth ; and it conveys the idea of an en- 
trance upon a new lite. By a tiatural 
birth we become men; and by a spiritual 
birth we become christians. As our natu- 
ral birth introduces us to natural things, 
so our spiritual birth introduces us to spiri* 
tual things. By our first birth we possess- 
ed the nature of man ; by our second we 
possess the nature of God. These remarks 
make it evident that regeneration implies 
both a quickening and a renewal of the 
soul. # 

1 . To be born again implies a quickening of 
the souL While men are in a state of na- 
ture they are spiritually dead ; but when 
they are born again, new life is communi- 
cated by the Spirit of God. " You hath he 
quickened who were dead in trespasses and 
Sins.** It may be called a resurrection, be- 
cause new life is given to that which w*as 
tlead. * If ye then be risen With Christ, seek 
those things which are*above. w It may be 
called a creation^ because that exists which 
did not exist before. " If any man be in 
Christ, he is a new creature. " In regene- 
ration, then, a new life begins in the soul, 
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very different from the natural life. We 
\Vere born of earthly parents, to a mortal: 
life ; but we are born of God to a life which 
never need to die. It is a life whjch begins 
in grace, and ends in glory. : 

2. To be born again implies a renewal of (he 
$ouU " Old things are passed away ; be- 
hold, all things are become new." Our 
views of things are new; for the light of 
heaven shines upon us, " The darkness is 
past, and the true light now shineth." Our 
reelings and enjoyments are new ; for hav- 
ing received a new nature, we are born into 
a new world. Our hopes are new; for we are 
become heirs of heavenly glory. Our con- 
duct is new ; " for whosoever is born of God 
doth not commit sin." Here we may re- 
mark how fitly ivater-baptum is used as an 
emblem of regeneration. Water washes 
and purifies the body ; regeneration is 
the washing and purifying of the soul. 
" Except a man be born of water and of the 
Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of 
God. J5 This passage proves the necessity of 
water-baptism, as a symbol, where it can 
)y& administered ; but it makes an impor- 
tant distinction between the baptism of wa- 
ter and the baptism of the Spirit. Let us 
carefully attend to the distinction, lest by 
mistaking the one for the other, we should 
shut the door of the kingdom against our- 
selves* Nothing short of a thorough change 
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of heart can be admitted as the new birth. 
He who is born again has redeived a new 
and heavenly nature. The image of God; 
which w&s defaced by sin, is again stamped 
upon the soul ; and God, who had with- 
drawn, returns with his light and glory 
to inhabit the renewed mind. " Ye are not 
in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that 
the Spirit of God dwell in you." > 

II. The necessity of being. BORtf 

AGAIN. 

The necessity of this great change is 
urged by our Lord upon this ground; 
namely, that without it we cannot see: the 
kingdom of God. ;* 

.1. By the kingdom of Gad we may under- 
stand either the church on earth, or the chxtrck 
in heaven. The church is called a kingdom; 
because God is its absolute ruler and govern 
nor. The church on earth, in this respect, 
is like the church in heaven. B6th ac- 
knowledge the Lord as king: both c, caBt 
join in the song of Moses and the Lamlt: 
•* Gre^t and marvellous are thy works, 
Lord God Almighty ; just and- true are thy 
ways, thou King of saints." . Churches, so 
called, have been formed by men, who have 
ruled with a rod of iron; » bat the church 
of Christ, including believers of every sect, 
is a spiritual kingdom set up on earth, under 
the immediate government of Heaven. 
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2. We cannot see this kingdom without re<* 
generation. The baptism of water may ad- 
mit us into an outward church; but he 
who enters into the true church, the king- 
dom of believers, must be born again. The 
kingdom of God is holy ; but all tnen in a 
state of nature are unholy* While they re- 
main so, they can neither see, enjoy, nor 
enter into his kingdom. They may have 
a profession, a name, a place amongst the 
saints ; but nothing short of a saving 
change can make them subjects of this 

Seat King. If men cannot be subjects of 
is great King, in the kingdom of his 
grace, without regeneration, how can they 
be his subjects in the kingdom of glory ? 
That kingdom is perfectly pure, and im- 
pure spirits cannot enter. Indeed, heaven 
would not be a place of happiness to them, 
could they even enter its sacred gates ; as 
it is the state rather than the place , which is a 
source of real happiness. But all the uft- 
J&oly will be shut out for ever. " There 
shall in no wise enter into it any thing that 
defiieth, neither whatsoever worketh abomi- 
nation, or maketh a lie ; but they which 
are written in the Lambs book of life." 

3. Hence we may see the folly of our false 
hopes. We hope to see the kingdom of God 
without a Bound conversion. We vainly 
imagine that a tew formal prayers, and a 
formal profession, will fully qualify us for 
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the inheritance of the saints in lijjfht ; but 
we may say prayers, attend religious wor T 
ship, and make a profession before men, 
and after all be damned. O let us be im 
earnest to obtain this necessary change! 
We are in earnest in our worldly pursuits^ 
and shall we neglect that on which our all 
depends ? Our time is short : our opportu- 
nities are passing away: and, before we are 
aware, we shall find ourselves in a world of , 
spirits. Let us then set about this work 
immediately ; and may God in mercy 
point out our way, and bless the means we 
iise! 

IIL The means to be used that we 

MAY BE BORN AGAIN. 

1 . We must see and feel a need of being born 
again. Serious reflection, and an attentive 
perusal of the word of God, will soon con^ 
vince us that we must be born again. Sup* 
pose we argue thus: The kingdom of God is 
spiritual ; but we are carnal. The king- 
dom of God is pure ; but we are polluted. 
The kingdom of God is under the govern* 
ment of God ; but we are under the govern- 
ment of the devih How then can we see 
that kingdom, without regeneration ? He* 
maining as we are, we are fit for no societ j 
hut that of wicked men and wicked spirits ; 
$nd in whatever way a God of justice may 
punish them, we must share their punish- 
menu 
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2. We must pray to God that we mm/ be bwn 
again. Regeneration is a work of God, apd 
therefore we should pray that he 'would 
bare his mighty arm, and form our souls 
anew. To be born of the Spirit is to be born 
by the mighty energy arid influence of the 
Spirit ; and to be born from above is to be 
born by that heavenly power which only 
can bring us into spiritual life. Pray then 
for the Spirit of yoftr God, that he may 
work in you this saving change. " If ye, 
being evil, know how to give good gifts un- 
to your children: how much more shall 
your heavenly Father give the holy Spirit 
to them that ask Kim/' 

3» We must forsake our sins. "He that 
committeth sin is of the devil. " Sin brought 
death into our soul?, and while we follow it 
We tntist remain.in dedth. Every sin must 
be renounced be (ore we can be born again ; 
for sin blinds our eyes, stops our ears, 
hardens our hearts, and effectually pre- 
vents the renewing operations of the holy 
Spirit. 

' 4. We must attend the public xvorship of God. 
He is present in the assemblies of his people. 
His word is preached with mighty pow- 
er, and many have been converted under 
the word. In public worship we wait up- - 
on God for the renewing influences of his 
grace ;'. and if our hearts are sincere, we 
shall feel the power of the word. I am not 
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• ashamed of the gospel of Christ : for it is 
the power of God unto salvation to every 
one thjat believeth ; to the JeW first', £n4 
also to the Greek. " 

5. We must believe on the Lord Jesus Christ f 
When we believe, we are both pardoned and 
renewed. " As many as received him, to 
them gave he power to become the sons of 
God, even to them that believe on his 
name ; which were born, not of blood, nor 
of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of 
man, but of God." Faith brings the bless?- 
ing down. That moment in which we rq- 
ceive Jesus as he is held forth in the gos- 
pel, we are born again. O let us try to be- 
lieve ! The power to believe is a gift of 
God; Mt believing is an act of m&ri. Let 
Us exertthe power which God has given, and 
we shall be saved. " Whosoever belie veth 
(with a living faith) that Jesus is the Chrisf, 
is born of God/' 
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SERMON XL 



Gen. v. 24. 

And Enoch walked with God: and he was not; 
for God took him. 



jL HE account of men before the flood 
presents a malancholy picture of human 
nature. There was indeed a pious Seth, in 
whose day men began to call upon the 
name of the Lord; but they were soon cor- 
rupted by the female descendants of Cain, 
who are called the daughters of men. There 
was also a pious Enoch, who " walked with 
God : and he was not ; for God took him." 

Let us consider, first, the conduct of 
Enoch \ and, secondly, his end. 

I. The conduct of enoch. 

Enoch walked with God in the way of 
pure and undefiled religion. To walk with 
Go£ implies friendship, purity, and obedi- 
ence. 

1. To walk with God implies friendship. 
u Can two walk together except they be 
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agreed?" We endeavour to avoid the com- 
pany of men whom we do not esteem. We 
carefully shun our enemies; but we love 
to walk with friends. Friendship implies 
mutual love; and there is a mutual love 
between God and good men. " We love 
him v because he* first loved us." Enoch 
eiyoyed friendship with God, through the 
promised Deliverer; for a throne of grace 
was set up for guilty man, wKen Gpd said 
to thte serpent, " 1 will put enmity between 
thee and the woman, and between thy seed 
and her seed ; it shall bruise thy head, and 
thou shalt bruise his heel." Friendship 
with God, through Jesus Christ, is one of 
the greatest blessings that man can enjoy. 
It is the way to substantial happiness, and 
to everlasting honour. But, how amazing 
it is that the most high God should stoop 
so low as to make a worm his friend! 
What honour this confers upon the crea- 
tures! What abundant cause have the 
friends of God to unite in blessing and 
praising his holy name ! O be careful to 
preserve friendship with God, and then you 
may say with David, " I will not lie afraid 
often thousand of the people, that have set 
^themselves against me round about !" 
* ; & To walk with God implies purity. God 
is perfectly holy ; and he cannot walk 
with the unholy. "This is the message 
which we have heard of him, and declare 
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unto you* that God is light, and. ih him is 
no darkness at all* If we say that. we> hare 
fellowship with him, and walk in darkness. 
We lie, and do not the truth," Sinners aire 
said to be a/ar off from God ; but sa,hrfa 
are brought nigh* Deeply impressed with 
this subject, Dfcvid said* " Thou art no* a 
God that hath pleasure in wickedness;: mi* 
ther shall evil dwell with thee," Evil can 
no more abide in the presence of God»thai* 
darkness can abide in the presence ; of the 
sim* so that it is extremely absurd to think 
if walking with God in a state of impurity • 
It must be allowed, however, that evil may 
remain in some good men, who walk with 
God ; but let it be carefully observed, that 
evil is not predominant in their hearts* It 
is under the control of grace* and ihey 
may be called holy* because holiness is the 
principle that predominates in them; They 
direct all to God. 4 they love him at all 
times ; and they honour him in all things* 
* Whether* therefore, ye eat or drink, or 
(Whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory> of 
GtxL" They are both inwardly and out* 
wardiy pure} and if evil remain in anjrde* 
grec, it k their grief and burden, and they 
are earnestly seeking^ a full cottformify to 
the image of God, knowing 1 that this state 
is attainable* before death* , > 

3. To walk with God. implies efadimee* 
Enoch had this testimony that he pleased 
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God. The holiness of his heart produced 
holiness in his life ; and he walked with 
God in the discharge of every duty which 
God required* With steadiness and chv 
eumspection, he walked in troth, with a 
perfect heart, and did that which was g6od 
in the sight of God. Hezekiah walked- thufc 
in health and strength, and when sickness 
came upon him, he besought the Lord to re- 
member it: " I beseech thee, O Lord, re- 
mcmber ru)w how I have walked before 
thee in truth, and with a perfect heart, and 
hmre done that which was good in thy 
sight." The man who walks with God i$ 
humble. He makes nd ostentatious shew 
-ofpiiBty, feut is found ''serving the Lord 
with all humility of mind/' He fe resign- 
ed to the divine will, and is contented in 
every situation. Devotion is delightful to 
his soul ; and he walks in all the ordinan- 
ces of religion, using, honouring, anderyoy- 
<iag the means of grace. He retreats from 
the world, and all its frantic ways; and 
mixes with men only upon necessary oeca- 
giofcs* When these occasions are over, he 
quickly returns to his God, and cleaves to 
him with ftill purpose of heart. He owns 
th© authority of God, walks in an iAiita- 
^ion of God, and Enjoys God as his portion. 
Let us persevere 4n this holy walking. In 
•prosperity and m adversity, in honour and 
in idasgrace* in life and in death, let us still 



Digitized 



by Google 



86 ENOCH'S CONDUCT AND END. 

walk with God. Where he goes let us 
humbly follow, as the Israelites followed 
the cloud and pillar of fire in the wilder- 
ness; and we may rest assured that God 
will guide us to the promised land. 

God walks with us, to direct our steps, to 
defend us in danger, and to comfort us in 
distress. While he is near we are safe. u I 
have set the Lord always before me : be- 
cause he is at my right hand I shall not 
be moved." We often repent of having 
walked with unholy men ; but we shall ne- 
ver repent of our walk with God. The more 
closely we walk with God in the paths of 
holiness, the more delightful are his ways; 
but the man who walks merely in the 
paths of outward and formal obedience, is 
a stranger to those joys which accompany 
the life and power of religion* 

- II. The END OF ENOCH. 

The end of Enoch is expressed in two 
particulars: "He was not; for God took 
him." 

I. He was not. Enoch was not any 
longer an inhabitant of this lower world ; 
he had left it {o return no more. He left 
his relations, his friends, and his enemies. 
His pious friends might Seek him for coun- 
sel and encouragement, >as the sons of the 
prophets sought Elijah, upon the moun- 
tains of Israel ; but he was not. His. enemies 
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might seek him with envious and malici- 
ous designs, against his person and charac- 
ter ; but he was not. Soon it will be said of 
us, they are not. Death is a final departure 
out of this world ; and in a short time we 
must all depart ! The apostle Paul longed 
to depart, and to be with Christ; and when 
. death drew near, he said, " The time of my 
departure is at hand." At death our earth- 
ly connections are broken, our business is 
ended, and our race is run. Happy will it 
be if we arrive at the mark, and gain the 
prize! 

Enoch had been a fine example to his 
family, : to the church, and to the world ; 
but he was not. How soon we lose examples 
of piety! Let us imitate and highly prige 
them for their works' sake! Enoch was a 
prophet ; but prophets must die. " Your 
fathers, where are they : and the prophets, 
do they live for ever?'' Prize faithful 
ministers. You will not have them long ; 
they will soon depart out of your sight, and 
you will hear their voice no more. 

2. God took him, God took him out of a 
world of snares, temptations, and afflic- 
tions* When a good man dies all these are 
left behind. The world had not profited 
by the example of Enoch ; and therefore 
God took him out of the wqrld. The world 
probably had used him ill ; but God took 
him out of the reach of ill-usage « He had 
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fought and conquered, and 'God todk him 
to a • state of, peace and glory. He bad 
walked with God on earth, and God took 
him to live with him in heaven. Heaven 
is a place where all good men meet after 
death. God takes them to behold his glory, 
to sing his praise, and to enjoy his perfec- 
tions* What a glorious assembly! Enoch 
- was made fit for that place, and God took 
him to reside there for ever ! When wick-> 
ed men die, devils take them. They are 
children of the devil, and he is suffered to 
take his own. Good men are children bf 
God, and they are taken to dwell with their 
heavenly Father, Heaven is their home, 
and they will reside there when the system 
of nature is destroyed, when the visible 
heavens and earth have passed away* O 
may\ve be found there when we are lost 
amongst men ! 

Goa took Enoch out of the common way, 
"By faith Enoch was translated that he 
should not see death; and he was not found, 
because God had translated him : for be- 
fore his translation he had this testimony, 
that he pleased God." The circumstances 
of his translation are not recorded. Job 
Orton'says, "This was probably done in a 
public manner, on some solemn occasion ; 
by which God testified his regard to his sin- 
gular piety, and comforted the hearts of 
good and pious men with the hope of future 
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4iappiness, when these great calamities/of 
which he prophesied, should come. He 
was taken up, body and soul, wfthout seeing 
death. No doubt a great change passed 
upon his body, to make it fit for the hea- 
venly world; for " flesh and blood (m its 
present state) cannot inherit the kingdom 
,of God* It was an easy matter for God t6 
translate Enoeh, and to change his natural 
feody to a spiritual body ; for the power of 
God is unlimited. The same power will 
be employed at the last day, in raising the 
dead, and making the bodies of the saints 
meet for the heavenly inheritance. O let 
. us admire and adore the Lord God omnir 
•potent! t 

We cannot expept a translation without 
seeing death ; but, if w.e walk with God, 
we may expect a deliverance from this 
present evil world, and an abundant en- 
trance into the holiest place. Death will 
find us out ; but he with whom we walk 
will not forsake us in that awful hour. 
«« Though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for 
thou art with me ; thy rod and thy staff 
they comfort me." 

God requires us to walk with him ; and 
that which is a duty, is a glorious privi- 
lege ! Let us now begin to walk with God ; 
and though the way be narrow, let us cheer- 
fully go forward, without turning either 

M 
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to the right hand or to the left Thfc 
journey will soon end; the reward will 
soon be given. In the mean time God will 
uphold and bless us in the way* Every 
jiew day will lead us to new enjoyments ; 
and the nearer we approach the heavenly 
country, the more glorious prospects will 
open to our view. Hold out a little longer* 
and " thine eyes shall see the King in his 
beauty ; they shall behold the l?md that ift 
yery far off/' Amern 
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Noah Warned of the Flood. 



SERMON XII. 



Heb. xL . 7. 



j&y faith Noah, being warned of God bf thing* not 
seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to 
the saving of his house; by the which he con- 
demned the world, and became heir of the rigb* 
teousness which is by faith. 



AT is possible to walk with God in times 
of the greatest corruption and depravity* 
We Jiave proof of this in the example of 
Noah, who was just and perfect in his ge- 
neration, and who walked with God whfen 
the e^rth wa* corrupt before God* and fill- 
ed with violence. God gave Noah evi- 
. dent tokens of his approbation, by warning 
him of the flood, and directing him to build 
an ark to the saving of his house. Noah 
believed God, and prepared ah ark, where- 
by he condemned the world, and became 
heir of the righteousness which is by feith, 
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- Our text contains several interesting par* 
ticulars, which we shall consider in the or- 
der they steed* 

I. 'Noah Vas warned of things not 

SEEN AS YET. 

1. The things not $een were the flood, and 
the destruction of alt fash. Th$ flood was 
determined "upon in heaven, and revealed 
to Noah a long time before it came to pass* 
"Behold I, even. I, do hiring a flood of wa- 
ters upon the earth, to destroy all flesh, 
thereto is the btfeath 61 lift, from tinder 
hfektfeh; and fevery thing 1 that is- in the 
earth shall die."" When this ftwflil Warn- 
ing Was given, thete was ho appearance of 
a floocf, either in the heavens or in the 
earth. Nothing was ssen in the visible 
world to alarm the guilty sons of men ; hut 
jn the fatfsibte world, A dreadftil ^t©ftfl wa* 
preparing tfc ptinish their hold and impious 
triples* Thufe, whsn the wicked thmk 
themselves most sefcure, unseen dangers are 
at h^rtd J And punishment* ibllow ^ritfies 
Which *rb iidt repented »f, with &s *ftii*k 
steadiness aod certairtty as effects ift tiatuWft 
fellow theit propeh ©anBes* Gtod, indeed, id 
ltfftg-swffijnrig, and waiteth to he graefou&5 
but, when his long-suffering grtfcfce fctalti* 
njoe* to be abused, he saddenly destroys his 
epemkfe. How many rise in theiftottiing, 
tj0ommg in health and strength, who are 
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cdt down befote the erecting I How many 
undertake journies of pleasure and profit; * 
with probable prospects of returning; it* 
peace and prosperity* who are nerer suffer- 
ed to return to then* habitations! In the 
midst of business and pleasure, and' in ths 
act of sinning against Ood, many are called 
to give a dreadful account of themselves* 
Who can tell what will happen the next 
hour ? None but that God who H warned 
Noah of things not seen as yet.* 

2. Noah was warned, that he might 
warn a sinful world. God seldom pun- 
ishes the guilty without giving them re-r 
peated warning. He warns by the inward 
voice t>f his Spirit, and by the ministry of 
his word. The old world was warned both 
ways. The Spirit warned them ; in refe- 
rence to which God said, "My Spirit shall 
notalways strive withman." Noah, who w^s 
a preacher of righteousness, warned them 
both by his pi-eaching and the building 
of the ark. His preaching taught them how 
to live ; andthe building of the ark taught 
them what to expect in case of disobedi- 
ence. The time of warning was so long, 
that those countries which were at the 
greatest distance from the place where 
t Noah preached and built the ark, might 
hear and humble themselves before the 
Lord; but we do not learn that one 
perfeon, in all the earth, paid any regard 
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either to what was said or done 'by Noilir 
? They were eating 1 and drinking*, marry-* 
iog and giving. in marriage, until the day' 
that Noah entered into the ark, and knew 
not until the flood came and took them all 
away." 

II. Noah believed cSod, and Was 

MOVED WITH FEAR. 

1. Noah believed God. There ean be na 
piety towards God without faith in his 
word. Every man should believe both the 
promises and the threatenings of God ; for 
both will be accomplished. Soipie believe 
in neither, and therefore remain unmovedr 
either with hope or fear. God kindly 
warns them ; but they disbelieve and de- 
spise the warning. What a blessing it would 
be if every man, like Noah, would take God 
at his word ; then the wicked would be re- 
claimed from their wickedness, and the 
righteous would be confirmed in their 
righteousness. 

2. Noah was moved with fear. The fear 
of Noah was filial ; and as it urged him to 
obedience, it proved a blessing. He felt a 
deep reverence for the Lord God, and was 
alarmed for his family and the world. TJbie 
judgments of God are fearful things, and 
cannot be viewed, even by holy men, with** 
out a solemn awe ! What then should thwe 
meo feel for whom judgments are prepaix 
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$&! that sinners may be moved with 
fear, while there is time to (repent; lest, 
when the judgments of God come down, 
mercy may have fled for ever. Fear, 
when mercy has fled, can have no other 
tendency than that of increasing the misery 
pf the fearful. Then, "he who fleeth from 
the noise of fear shall fall into the pit ; and 
he that cometh up out of the midst of the 
pit shall be taken in the snare." O let 
fear move our hearts while mercy is of- 
fered, that we may glorify God in the day 
pf his gracious visitation ! 
III. Noah prepared an ark to thb 

SAVING OF HIS HOUSE, 

1» Noah prepared an ark. The ark was 
built by the direction of God, as the only 
jneans of safety to Noah and his family. 
It was built large enough to contain the 
family pf "Noah, a vast number of fowls, 
cattle, and creeping things, and prpvisions 
for their support while they remained in 
the ark. " The length of the ark shall be 
three hundred cubits, the breadth of it fifty 
cubits, and the height of it thirty cubits/- 
The ancient cubit was the distance from 
the «lbow bending inward to the extremity 
of the middle finger, containing a foot and 
a half, or half a yard ; so that the ark was 
about one hundred and fifty yards long, 
Jwerrty-five broad, and fifteen yards high; 
jandi ia every respect, it was constructed up- 
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on such a plan as to answer all the pur- 
poses of Heaven. 

The men of that day would probably 
Jaugh at Noah, and deem hiih m^d for 
building* an ark, when there was no appear- 
ance of a flood. In our day many deem it 
madness to prepare for unseen things. But 
let us begin and persevere in our preparat- 
ions for death and eternity, whatever scoffs 
and reproaches we receive from foolish an4 
wicked men. Let us diligently use all 
those means of safety %o which the word of 
God directs, and by the blessing of Heaven 
our labour will be crowned withsuccess. Es- 
pecially let us seek an interest in Jesus, whom 
we should consider as the ark of our salva- 
tion; and then, when dreadful torrents of 
wrath are poured down upon a wicked 
world, we shall be safe. 
, 2. To the saving af hi* house. The family 
of Noah was saved on account o£ his piety. 
D that ue may be made instruments of sal- 
vation to our families ! To this end let us 
try to persuade our partners in life, our 
children, and our servants, to seek salva- 
tion by Jesus Christ ; inforaiing 1 them of 
the certainty of perishing, if they pereevere 
in: their wicked deeds, and neglect tfe&t only 
method of salvation which God has ap- 
pointed by his beloved Son. Every soul 
>n the old world perished* except Noih and 
his family; for the waters. Covered the 
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,*arth, and buried the tops of the highest 
mountains; and every soul will finally 
perjfifh who neglects the great salvation 
which the gospel offers to the world. 
. We have convincing proofs of an univer- 
sal deluge. Many of the most ancient and 
respeqtable heathen writers mention it, 
and almost every nation has traditionary 
accounts of th^t event. Marine substances 
are found buried at a considerable distance 
from the surface, upon the summit of the 
highest mountains; and the skeletons of 
animals are found buried in many parts of 
the globe, which they never could inhabit. 
But what need of other proofs, when the 
universal flood is positively asserted in the 
word of God ? We need not attempt to ac- 
count for it upon natural principles ; for it 
was suddenly brought upon the world by 
an omnipotent God, in a way which, per- 
haps can never be explained by man, 

IV. Noah condemned the world by 

PREPARING THE ARK. 

£Toah did npt condemn as a judge who 
pronounces sentence ; but his preaching 
and conduct condemned the old world, hy 
furnishing out matter of accusation against 
them. His faith furnished matter of ac- 
cusation against their unbelief: his reve- 
rence for God and religion, and his ready 
obedience to the divine commands, furnish- 

4 N 
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ed matter of accusation against their Ir- 
reverence and disobedience. * He was a re- 
prover of their evil deeds. Tlte life of pi- 
ous -men condemns a wicked wttrld j and 
the moist hardened wretches sometimes feel 
the stings of a guilty conscience, when they 
behold the life and conversation of a holy 
man. 

God will soon condemn the wdrld openly 
by an awful sentence of justice, which Will 
be final and unalterable. Let all who feel 
condemnation, hasten by prayer and ear* 
Viest supplication, to a merciful God, and 
plead the merit of Jesus Christ, who died 
to save from sin. Let them seriously re- 
flect upon that day which is approach ingv 
wherein judgment will not be mixed with 
mercy'* It is awfbl to feel condemnation 
feven in a world of mercy ; but it will be 
much more so to feel it when we shall stand 
before the Judge of all the earth ! 

^ V. Noah became heir of the 

RIGHTEOUSNESS WHICH IS BY FAITH. 

# "l. Righteousness i$ by faith. Righteousness, 
by faith i$ Aot a novel doctriftfe. " By faith 
Abel offered unto God a more excellent sa- 
crifice than Cain, by whifch he obtained 
witness that he was righteous/' The faith 
which makes us righteous before God, is a 
living, active faith, which produces univer- 
sal obedience both in heart and life ; and 
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it is through Jesus Christ alone, that this 
faith is imputed for righteousness^ Let u* 
seel; righteousness upon the ancient plf n. 
Let us so helieve God as to obey him in all 
things, at all times, and in all circumstan- 
ces ; and then we may safely rely upon him 
#>r every necessary blessing, hwx for time 
and eternity. 

%. Noah bccarM heir: qf this righteousness. 
He became entijtl^d to all the bjessedness of 
a true belieyer. He was an heir of God ; 
and so is every believer. Believers are 
heirs of all thpse ble^sipgs; which God has 
promised ifi hfc hply.word Wha^ a jgrK 
vilege to be an heir of righteousness I. Wfi 
hfiye nothing- to hope .for on the ground, of 
works, \yithqijt faith, for while we remaip 
in unbelief oyur work* are not accepted;; bu£ 
>vhep ^ve be^li^ve.with qi#- hearts untp 
rightqou$nee^ ail th^ blepshigs both of grace 
and glory are pyr Ojwp, and vie may claim 
them with as ftwich propriety as an heif 
can claim his lands. — O Lord, grant thk 
blessing both to me. and W i^ctergr! 
-Ameiv • ' '■ \ - 1 ■«, k . -,\ -i / >,■;. 
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SERMON XIII. 

Gen. xvi. IS. 

Thou God seest me, 



ABRAHAM had many family trials* 
Sarah, the wife of his youth, was restrained 
from child-bearing, which proved a source 
of considerable uneasiness. Abraham was 
blessed with abundant wealth ; but he had 
no child to inherit his wealth. Great pro- 
mises had been made to his seed; but there 
was no appearancfe of those promises being 
fulfilled. At length, that he might have 
'children, Sarah gave unto him Hagar, her 
hand-maid; and when she conceived, Sarah 
was despised in her eyes. The improper 
behaviour of Hagar drew upon her- the re- 
sentment of her mistress, who dealt sp 
hardly with her, that she fled from her 
face. The angel of the Lord found her in 
the wilderness, by a fountain of water, ex-r 
horted her to return to her duty, and gave 
her great encouragement. The place was 
gendered remarkable by the presence of 
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the angel of the Lord ; and she called the 
Lord that spake unto her, " Thou God seest 
me." 

In considering this passage, we may obr 
serve, first, that several important truths 
are suggested: secondly, that we should 
often apply this passage to ourselves : and, 
thirdly, that much good will result from 
such a practice. 

1. Several important truths are 
suggested. 

Amongst other truths suggested by this 
passage, we shall particularly notice the 
following : That Gdd is present in every 
place ; that there is a watchful providence 
over men ; that all the affairs of men are 
fully known to God ; and that God is 
amazingly condescending, 

1. God is present in every place. He is not 
only in our houses and in our cities, but in 
the solitary wilderness : so that every man 
in the world may say, " Thou God seest 
me/' We cannot hide ourselves from him, 
because he is every where present. " Whi- 
ther shall I go from thy Spirit ? Or whi- 
ther shall I flee from thy presence? If I 
ascend up into heaven, thou art there. If I 
make my bed in hell, behold, thou art 
thete. If I take the wings of the morning, 
(the rays of light which first dart from the 
sun) and dwell in the uttermost parts of 
the sea ; eveji there shall thy hand lead 
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me, and tjiy right hand shall hpld n*e. If 

I say, sufreiy the darkne§s t shall coyey m© ; t 

even the night shall he light about *ne< 

Yea, the darkness hidetl^ not from thee ; 

hut the night shineth as the day ; the darjk- 

nesa and the light are both alike to thee." , 

2. There is a watchful providence over rae?u 

'the watchful eyes of providence are over 

us from the moment of our birth, to the. 

moment of our death. Go4 sees, all ,$ur 

varied situations and circumstances, and; 

Joiqws what is. best for us in each. The 

rich and the poor, the good and t,he bad* 

are all placed under the care of unerring 

providence. The ever watchful . eyes of 

Crqd are over all for good. Ip danger we 

arq favoured with his projection, and in 

poverty and want he feeds us with necessar 

ry food. W^re it not fpy a superintending 

providence, how many would perish I Pow 

Hagar might haye> perished in the wilder* 

pass, had there been no God to c$re for h$r. 

She was far out of the reach of her master's 

.care ; -but she could say, " Thou God seeajt 

jr*e," Perhaps she woi/Jd say to* her$felf t # I 

am far from the view and help of man; 

but thou God seest and carest for me/ 

Thus our heavenly Father extends £ is care 

to all the helpless children of men. , " Hp 

maketh his ^un to rise oi> the evil apd <m 

th? good, and sendethrain on the just and 

c^i the un|just• ,, \, ; 
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1 3. All the affairs of men are fully btotvn to 
God. Men only see that which is external^ 
but God sees the heart* " Thou hast set 
©ur iniquities before thee, our secret sins in 
the light of thy countenance.** As a wise 
and just judge, Gdd weighs all our actions. 
" For the Lord is a God of knowledge, and 
hy him actions are weighed." A crime 
cannot he committed in the most Secret 
place without his notice ; and he sees every 
rood work, both in its beginning, progress* 
and end. This truth should produce in us 
a solemn awe of the divine Majesty, and a 
fcacred fear of offending. H Stand in awe, 
and sin not; commune with your own 
heart upon your bed, and be still/* 

4. God is amazingly condescending. He 
might overlook poor ihortals amidst his 
great and glorious works. David seems to 
have been deeply and piously impressed 
with this subject, in an evening meditation 
upon the starry heavens " When I con- 
sider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, 
the moon and the stars, which thou hast 
ordained ; what is man, that thou art mind* 
fill of him ; and the son of man, that thou 
▼isitest him ?'* 
t II. We should often apply this 

PASSAGE TO OURSELVES,, 

1. When we are engaged in religious du* 
ties, let us recollect that we are seen of God* 
Dost thou retire into thy closet for devo- 
id 
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tional purposes ? Recollect the important 
truth. "Thou God seest me." Wheh 
thou callest thy family together to ward- 
ship God, do not forget that his eyes are 
upon thee. The sacred scriptures should 
be read daily, and that man who reads 
should always think, "Thou God seest 
me," We assemble in the great congrega-*- 
tion, to worship the Lord in the beauty of 
holiness, and there we see and are seen of 
many ; but every one, whether preacher or 
hearer, should call to mind, " Thou God 
seest me/' 

, 2. In all our xcorldly concerns we should 
apply this passage. The duties of life may 
call us forth to labour with our hands, to 
buy and sell, to plant and build, to sow and 
reap, to mix with Company of almostevery 
description ; but in every employment, and 
in every company, seriously remember, 
" Thou God seest me." Carry about with 
you a deep impression of a present God 
wherever you go. Whether you are in the 
field, in the market, or in the shop, still 
think of a present God. It is a mark of 
the most abandoned character to enquire, 
€i How doth God know ? and is there know] 
lege in the Most High ?" Truth, however, 
compels us to say* that most men go about 
their business as if God had no knowlegd 
of what is done on earth ; and that man is 
held in sovereign contempt, who, mixing 
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piety with business, often exclaims, " Thou 
God seest me. M 

3. If adversity be our lot, let us not forget 
that God sees us. Do we suffer pain, are 
we reproached, are we in want, are wp op- 
pressed, are we persecuted ? God sees. Are 
we in prisota, or in banishment ? The . eyes 
of God are upon us thefre. The Lord said 
to Mosed, "I have surelv seen the affliction 
of my people which are in Egypt, and have 
heard their cry by reason of their task- 
masters ; for I know their sorrows. Now. 
therefore, behold, the cry of the children of 
Israel is come up unto me : and I have also 
seen the oppression wherewith thg Egyp- 
tians oppress them." 

4. In our prosperity we are seen of God. 
Do riches increase ? God sees both how we 
came by them, how we use them, and 
whether we are disposed to give him the 
glor^. 'Does our fame spread far and ivlde ? 
God seefc how we bear it, and whether we 
are disposed to give him the honour, or, 
like proud Nebuchadnezzar, take it all to 
ourselves. When that mtpiarch walked 
in the palace of the kingdom, of Babylon, 
and said, "Is not this great Babylon^ that 
I have built for the house of the kingdom, 
by the might of my power, and for the 
honour of my majesty ?" God saw him : 
and, "while tile vforA was in the king's 

o 



Digitized 



by Google 



4 



106 HAGAR SEEN OF GOD. 

n heaven, say* 
r, to thee it h 
ted from theje/' 
proud ! 

, whatever w$ 

solemn truth., 

pus men, like 

od in such Ian- 

assest my path 

irt acquainted 

with all my, ways. For tberfe is not 9 

word in my tongue, hut, lo, O Lord, thou 

, knowest it altogether. Thou hast beset me 

behind and before, and laid thine hand upon 



me." 



III. Many advantages will result 

FROM THIS PRACTICE. 

1. It will lead to a circumspect walk. 
When we are in the company of wise and 
good men, we are circumspect ; for their 
presence inspires us with a kind pf aw^ 
which has an amazing influence upon our 
conduct* In the company of the igrjorartf 
and wicked, we are apt to throw off every 
restraint* and to follow the strong tide of 
our corruptions. Surely, then, a deep 
sense of the presence of God will lead us 
to circumspection. That man will be 
careful both of his inward .apd outward 
walk, who calls to n&ind, "Thou God seest 
me." 
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& It wilt prove a source of cmsotatkn in af- 
fliction. How supporting in affliction is the 
, presence of that God who pities and re- 
Jievcs the distressed and afflicted ! Our fel- 
. low-creatures may not see our afflictions ; 
or if they do, they may neither pity nor 
relieve. Think, then, when thy spiHt is 
feowed down with grief, and 'when weari- 
some days and nights are appointed unto 
thee, "Thou God seestme." God knows 
fcow much thou canst bear ; what support 
j$ necessary; and when thou shotildst be 
4elivered. Commit thyself to him, and 
le&ve all "thy affairs in Ims hknds. He 
looks tipon thee, that hfc m£y do the*' good. 
When we intend to relieve an indigent man, 
we look at him ; hut when we have no 
such intention, we turn our fece away. 
God might hide his fecte, and leave Us in 
distress ; hut after all our crimes, he looks 
with kind compassion. 

3. It will reconcile ns to trying providences. 
What does it signify how much, or in what 
way we suffer, if God see us ? Come what 
will, we are prepared, and every providen- 
tial occurrence is overruled for our good. 
We dread solitary affliction ; hut we love 
to have friends about us in a trying hour. 
Well, we may he confident that whatever 
afflictions take place, we shall not he left 
alone. In every fbture period, a good man 
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will' be able •, to say, what he says frow, 
"Thou God seest me. M 

4. // will lead us to cultivate holy tempers. 
We dare not suffer eith<ir unholy passions 
to burn, or malice to take root in our hearts, 
while we recollect that God sees ws. We 
dare not indulge vain thoughts, we dare 
not murmer, we dare not be light and 
trifling, while we think upon this passage, 
« Thou God seest me." 

5. It wilt help our, devotion. God is not 
far qfF when we pray. His eyes are upon 
us.. He beholds the bended knee, the up* 
lifted eye, and the rising desire* "The 
eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, 
and his ears are open to their prayers.* 
Jesus pleads, and God is attentive when we 
pray ! O persevere in his duty, and never 
forget, " Thou God seest me/* 
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The Destruction of Sodom. 



SERMON XIV. 



Gen, xix. 24>, 25. 

Then the Lord rained upon Sodom and upon Go- 
morrah brimstone and fire from the Lord out of 
heaven; and he overthrew those cities, and all 
the plain, and all the inhabitants of the cities, 
and that which grew upon the ground. 

THE destruction of Sodom was a most 
awful event, and it stands recorded in the 
sacred scriptures, as a perpetual warning 1 to 
presumptuous sinners. It is an event which 
is well attested. The country to this day 
bears dreadful marks of that calamity ; 
sufficient both to convince unbelievers, and 
to alarm the careless* The place where 
Sodom stood is now a great lake, called the 
Dead or Salt Sea, into which th« river Jordan 
empties itself. It is about thirty miles 
long, and ten broad. The waters are so 
bitter and fetid, that neither fish, nor any 
other acquatic animals can possibly live 
in them. The Greeks call it Asphaltites, 
on account of the Asphattus orbftumen with 
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which it abounds. The land on its borders 
is not cultivated. It is of a white appear- 
ance and mixed with salt; and it has to* 
tally lost the power of vegetation. 

Let us carefully examine this dreadful 
judgment, thit we mayLearn to abhor and de- 
test those sins which provoked the indigna- 
tion of God, and brought ruin upon Sodom 
and Gomorrah. The whole Account may be 
divided into three parts : first, the circum- 
stances which preceded the destruction: 
secondly, the destruction itself: and thirdly, 
the. circumstances which followed the 
destruction* 

1. The circumstances which pre- 
ceded the DESTRUCTION. 

1; Sodom enjoyed largely the bounties of di- 
mu^ providence. The plain of Jordan, on 
which it stood, w»s fruitful, and produced 
not only the necessaries, but even the lux» 
urks of lift. In reference to this, we read 
that the inhabitants hid * fulness of 
bread." When Lot left Abraham, he 
pitched his tent toward Sodom, because lte 
had " beheld all the> plain of Jordan, that 
it was well watered erery where, before' 
the Lord destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, 
even as the, garden of theLord.** ' " 

£, But r notwithstanding the goodness of the 
Lord, the people u,ett exceedingly wicked. They' 
gave themselves up to fohsieation, and : 
went *&cTj&g*ge flak. "The men; lektr- 
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ingUhe natural use of the women, burned 
in their lust one toward another ; men 
with men working that which is unseemly." 
The J were proud, luxurious, idle, and un- 
charitable, " This was the iniquity of thy 
sister Sodom, pride, fulness of bread, and 
abundance of idleness was in her and in 
her daughters, neither did she strengthen 
tbe hands, of the poor and needy/* 

. 3. Lot, a righteous man, dwelt amongst them 
before the overthrew; and, it is probable, often 
improved and warned them of approaching danger* 
" That righteous man dwelling- among 
therp, in seeing* and hearing 1 , vexed his 
righteous soul from day to day with their 
unlawful deeds." And can we suppose 
that he never opened his mouth? Could he 
possibly remain a silent spectator if their 
evil deeds ? We read of one tender reproof 
which he. gave them the evening 1 before 
the overthrow. He went out to a filthy rabble^ 
which had assembled before his door fbi* 
vile purposes, and said, * I pray you, bine- 
tht«n, do not so wickedly." But they 
treated his mild reproof with contempt, 
saying, " This one fellow came in to so- 
ourn, and he will needs be a judge." 
.4. God mdde particular enquiry into their 
conduct. Human conduct is reported itt 
Heaven. . Angtels, though invisible, mix 
with meny. aiad carry intelligence *>f all- 
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their proceedings to the the throne of Gftd. 
In allusion to this, God said to Abraham, 
••The cry of Sodom and Gomorrah is great, 
aikl because their sin is very grievous, I 
will go down now, and see whether they 
have done altogether according to the cry 
ofit, whicH is come up unto me; and if 
not, I willkno\V.° God, .who knows all 
things, hd$ no need of information from 
others, but,, throughout his vast empire, 
he employs agents to carry on his various 
purposes, and thereby promotes their happi- 
ness. He has no need to come down from 
his glorious throne ; but he is pleased to 
represent the suljject in this light to make 
a deeper impression upon the mind of mam 
5. The destruction was made known to 
Abrahtvm before it came to pass. We seldom, 
undertake any thing important without 
making it known to our friends* Abraham 
was a friend of God*, and God said, " Shalt 
I hide from Abraham that thing which 1 
do?" Can 1 keep him ignorant of my de- 
signs ? " The'froward is abomination to the 
Lordi ; but his secret is with the righteous** 
Pious men have early notice of approach-^ 
ing judgments ; but when they publish the 
tiling they are viewed as fools and mad- 
men. 

6. Abraham interceded for Sodom. Good 
men are inspired with God-like principles, 
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and are unwilling' that any should perish. 
The intercession of Abraham was humble> 
modest, and successful. The Lord engaged 
that if ten righteous persons should be 
found, he would spare the whoje for the 
sake of them ; but, alas, that number was 
not found ! • 

7. Angels were sent to warn Lot, to aid his 
escape, and to destroy the place. When they 
came to Sodom, Lot knew not, who they 
were ; but, as strangers, they were invited 
to take shelter under his hospitable roof, 
•At first they positively refused his gene- 
*ous offer, saying, "We will abide ujl 
♦the street all night." This no doubt was 
their intention ; but being pressed greatly, 
lhey at last consented. They cannot, there* 
fore, be charged with a lie, having no in- 
tention to deceive their hospitable friend. 
Christianity recommends hospitality." u Be 
-not forgetful to entertain strangers ; tor 
-thereby some (Abraham and Lot) have en- 
tertained angels unawares/' These angels 
soon informed Lot what God was about to 
do> and prepared him for the escape. They 
also directed him to warn his sons-in-law; 
but he seemed unto them as one that 
mocked. Little did the sottish people ima- 
gine that the angels pf God, with a full 
commission to destroy the place, were even 
then in their. city ! They slept secure in 

.their sins ; but it was not a night for Lot 

P 
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to sleep. Very early in the morning* he 
was hurried away by the angels ; for the 
command to destroy the place was urgent, 
and ttyey could do nothing till Lot was out 
of danger. And, now, Lot having left the 
place, the awful work begins ; which leads 
us to consider 

II. The destruction itself. 

My soul trembles while I write. O 
dreadful day ; find yet but a feint emblem 
of that day in which God will destroy the 
world by fire ! On the destruction we may 
observe the following things: It was sud- 
den, awful, universal, and without remedy. 

1 . The destruction of Sodom was sudden. 
Many, probably, were sleeping in their beds 
quite secure : a few, perhaps* were rising 
up, and about to enter upon the affairs 
of the day. In an instant a black cloud 
gathered, and the storm of vengeance rush- 
ed upon them like a mighty whirlwind. 
They had no time to flee: no time to im- 
plore mercy: not a moment allowed to 
prepare* for eternity f Thus, they whbjaeg^ 
lect to improve time and opportunity, may 
look for sudden judgments in the end. 

2. Thte destruction of Sodom was aufut. 
Fire and brimstone were the instruments 
of the divine wrath. It is probable that it 
was a storm of thunder acnd lightning*, of 
firs and hail ; the earth at the same time 
cracking and opening beneath their feefc 
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Their lusts had burned like fire, and fire 
was employed to burn both th^m and their 
lusts. Hell is a place of fire and brim- 
stone ; and Sodom, being like hell in wick- 
edness, was burned with fire and brimstone. 
How justly may we exclaim, "O God, 
thou art terrible out of thy holy places !" 

3. The destruction of Sodom was univer- 
sal. Not one soul escaped*. Parents and 
children were all destroyed. The cities of 
the plain, the cattle, and that which grew 
upon the ground, all perished. Even Lot's 
wife, who lingered, and looked back, fell a 
victim to the flames. How awful to think 
of this complete destruction ! How soon 
can God rid himself of his enemies ! They 
were all living iti the morning, and all 
dead and gone before noon. Thus all the 
enemies of God will perish. No distinction 
was made in Sodom between the rich and 
the poor, the young and the old, the wise 
and the ignorant ; nor will God make any 
distinction on account of outward circum- 
stances in that day when the world will be 
judged by Jesus Christ. 

3. The destruction of Sodom was xritkout 
remedy. They suffered the .vengeance of 
eternal fitfe. When God appears, who can 
provide a remedy against his plans and 
purposes of judgment r The overthrow was 
everlasting. There never could be another 
Sodom in that place. The vile wretches 
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could never come back, either to repent of 
their crimes, or to reform and turn toOcxL 
God has provided a remedy for fallen 
man in Jesus Christ ; but those who ne- 
glect this remedy must perish for ever. 

III. The circumstances which fol- 

tOWED THE DESTRUCTION. 

I. We may suppose that the neighbour* 
ing countries would be struck with terror. 
The report would spread far and wide, mni 
make sinners afraid. It is by the terrible 
judgments of God that men are taught the 
evil of sin, apd the abhorrence in which it 
is held by a holy God. We hear of tip 
other cities being abandoned to similar 
lusts. The nations would fear the God of 
Abraham. God always intends to warn 
others by his judgments upon any particu- 
lar people ; and that judgment is a warn- 
ing even to the presept day. 

2. Abraham went to look fo* an answer 
to his prayer, and saw the destroying flames at 
a distance. Prayer should never be offered 
up without a strong desire for an answer. 
Let us pray for lawful things in faith, ex* 
pecting to receive. Abraham got up early 
to see whether his prayers were ahswered ; 
but seeing the smoke of Sodom, he knew that 
there were not ten righteous persons there. 
What would his feelings be for Sodom, and 
for Lot ! He saw the j odgments at a distance, 
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but they did not come nigh him. The 
friends of God are always safe- * 

3. Zwr %va$ spared. One good man sared 
a city! He was first directed to the moun- 
tain ; but through earnest prayer he was 
permitted to remain in Zoar. Had he 
gone to the mountain, every soul in Zoar 
would have perished ! O what terror must 
those people have felt, especially when he 
informed them why they were spared. The 
wicked are often spared on account of the 
righteous* 

4. J Lot's daughters after all caused their father 
to sin. Lot, indeed*, must have been off his. 
guard ; but it is a sad thing for children to 
tempt theii- parents. They had a plea for 
sin, and so has every sinner. Ah, how 
soon we forget judgments ! Nothing but 
love will lead to steady obedience. Fear is 
powerful while it lasts ; but, like & sudden 
blaze, it soon goes out. 
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SERMON XV. 

Gen. xxii. 10. 
And he stretched forth his hand to slay his son. 



JL HE heathen nations were foul idolaters; 
and to each of their idols they offered that 
kind of sacrifice which they imagined 
would he most acceptable. Upon particu- 
lar occasions they offered up human vic- 
tims. Children were made to pass through 
the fire to Moloch. "The Avites made 
Nibhaz and Tartak, and the Sepharvites 
hurnt their children in fire to Adramme- 
lech and Anammelech, the gods of Se- 
pharvaim." How this abominable practice 
first took rise is not easy to determine. 
Some have thought that confused traditions 
of Abraham offering up Isaac gave rise to 
the practice. That God required Abra- 
ham to offer up his son is certain ; but it 
was to try him, and not to sanction the abo- 
minable practice of immolating children. 
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In this discourse we shall consider three 
thing's : first, why God commanded Abra- 
ham to offer up his son: secondly, how 
Abraham complied with the command ; 
and, thirdly, what lessons we may learn 
from the whole transaction. 

1. Why did god command Abraham 
to offer up his son? 

1. The command was given to try Abraham. 
" And it came to pass after these things 
(mentioned in the preceding chapters) 
that God did tempt Abraham/' The 
word tempt j in this passage, comes from a 
Hebrew word which signifies to prove, to 
make experiment, and to try ivhat a person is 9 
or how he will act. Abraham professed true 
religion ; but the sincerity of his profession 
must be proved. He was a believer ; but 
his faith must be proved. He loved God ; 
but his love must be proved. He was obe- 
dient to God ; but his obedience must be 
proved. It was a severe trial of faith; for 
many promises had been made, which, hu- 
manly speaking, could not be fulfilled in 
case of Isaac's death. The trial of his love 
was severe ; because Isaac was the son 
x whom he loved. Nor was the trial of his 
obedience less severe, having to offer up 
Isaac with his own hinds. 

2. The command was given that Abra- 
ham might become a bright example to believers 
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of after ages. God having a perfect know- 
ledge of Abraham's character, had ho need 
of proving him for his owi* satisfaction; 
4>ut as Abraham was to stand before men 
as an example, it was necessary for Jbim 
to be proved in such a way as should make 
a deep impression upon their minds, No- 
thing is more powerful than, example. 
Mere precepts, however good, may be 
deemed impracticable, and on this ground 
many vain excuses may be Jormed; but 
when we see a thing done before our eyes, 
we are struck dumb, and have not one ex- 
cuse to plead. In this case we have a proof 
as certain of Abraham's obedience, as if we 
had seen it with our eyes; because it is re- 
corded in the faithful word of God. 

II. HOW DID ABRAHAM COMPLY WITH 
THE COMMAND ? 

1. Ha made no objection. He might have 
pleaded with God, that it was contrary to 
nature to offer up his son, and that 4he pro- 
mises could not be fulfilled ; but he was 
silent. All that he deemed necessary wap 
a certain knowledge of God's will ; &r then 
his way was plain, and he knew it right to 
yield obedience to the high command. No 
doubt he was fully satisfied that the com- 
mand was from the Lord. He would not 
have hearkened to the voice <*f wicked *pi- 
jrits. The Lord spake to him in a wfty 
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which he had been accustomed to ; and he 
was not like young Samuel, who had not 
learned to know the voice of the Lord. 

2. He set about the work immediately. It 
seems to haye been in the night that the 
command was given, and he rose up early 
in the morning to put it into execution. 
We could not have blamed him had he 
lingered, like Lot in Sodom ; but Abraham 
Was not a loiterer in the service of God, 
He left the business of his flocks and herds, 
and went directly upon the business of the 
Lord. 

3. He carefully guarded agai?ist hindrances. 
He neither told Sarah, nor Isaac, nor his 
servants, what he was about to do. Per- 
haps they would have opposed his pious * 
Resolution to put into execution the divine 
command. The maternal feelings of Sa- 
ipah, especially, might have induced her 
to interpose; but it does not. appear that 
she was acquainted with her loitfs intention. 
l?or want of prudence, we often make our 
way rough and unpleasant, and our -duties 
far more difficult than they otherwise 
plight be. A multitude of counsellors 
fnay be safe in doubtful cases; but when 
bur way is plain, by a revelation from the 
Lord, we need no other counsel. 

4. Abraham made no ostentatious shore of his 
obedience. He might have called his friends 
and neighbours to witness his heroical piety ; 

a 
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but he knew that the Lord would he his 
witness, and that was enough for him. He 
had no desire to have human applause* 
Hypocrites desire nothing so much as the 
praise of men; hut all who are sincere of 
heart, desire above all things the approh#* 
tion of the Lord. Jehu said, " Come, se$ 
my zeal for the Lord." Let us caarefully 
guard against a desire to be seen of men. 
Not that our conduct can he hid, for if we 
honour God, he will honour us hefore the 
peopl^; hut our intentions should ever he 
free from this base motive. It is worthy of re- 
mark, that Abraham did not suffer even his 
young men to witness his conduct upon this 
opcasion ; for when they drew near the place 
where Isaac wa$ to bje offered up, he said to 
them, " Ahide ye here with the ass, and I 
and tjie la4 will go yonder and worship." 
5. Abraham was persevering in duty. Man^ 
heve hegun well, who at length have tired 
and hecome faint in their minds; hut 
Abraham, persevered to the end. He had 
time to reflect *and to waver, for he had a 
long journey to perform hefore he could 
offer up his son; but he did not waver a* 
momjent from fir^st to last. The journey was 
performed, the altar erected, the wood pre-* 
pared, Isaac was hound and laid upon the 
altar, and the hand was stretched forth, to 
slay him ; when God interposed, and said, 
" Lay not thine hands upon the lad, nei- 
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ther do thou any thing unto him." O what 
faith — what love to God— what obedience 
t(p the will of heaven! We talk a great 
deal about duties : we complain bitterly of 
hardships; but Abraham's obedience was 
silent and cheerful, I 

IIL What lessons may we learn 

FROM THE WHOLE TRANSACTION? 

1. We learn from this transaction, that 
the will of God should be a law to man. We 
should be more anxious to know whether 
what we do be the will of God, than to pry 
into the reasons of it ; for that being clearly 
determined, the other may be left. What- 
ever God wills is not only good, but abso- 
lutely necessary; and when the will of 
God is known, man should instantly com- 
ply. We are apt to set up our pretended 
wisdom against God, as if we knew better 
what should be done than he can tell us ; 
but Abraham manifested real wisdom, by 
making the will of God his sovereign law. 
Let us imitate his bright example, saying 
in all circumstances, and upon all occa- 
sions, " The will of the Lord be done. M 

2. This transaction proves that what the 
Lord requires is not impossible. When God com- 
mands, he always gives strength to obey. 
He helps feeble man by the secret influences 
of his holy Spirit, so that nothing is wanted 
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in difficult duties, but a willing mind. Power 
belongeth unto God, and he imparts that 
degree of power which is needful. Ne^er 
was a case more difficult than this ; but it 
was easy to Abraham, because he had the 
help of God. Let the followers of Jesus 
take encouragement ! Each of them may- 
say with the apostle Paul, " I can do all 
thing's through Christ which strengtheneth 
me. 

3. The greatest favourites of heaven may be 
severely tried. Out of much tribulation the 
best of men must enter the kingdom of 
God. This world is not our rest. Let us 
recollect how Job, David, Daniel, and other 
holy men, were tried! And is it not fit that 
we should be tried? Should not every grace 
and every virtue be proved? Besides, hear 
ven will be more welcome after these 
afflictions. There we shall look back with 
gratitude, and bless God for the severest 
affliction which we have experienced, in 
this state of trial. 

4. Severe trials frequently arise from peculiar 
comforts. No doubt Abraham had more 
comfort in Isaac than in all his other en? 
joyments; but Isaac must be given up. 
The loss of his flocks and herds, and of his 
sfold and silver, would have been trifling. 
We little know, when our affections aje 
placed upon earthly comforts, the pangs 



Digitized by 



Google 



. ABRAHAM ABOUT TO SLAY HIS SON. 125 

they may cause before all is over. Jacob 
loved Joseph; but he was sold into Egypt. 
David loved Absolom; but he became a 
rebel, and died in disgrace. 

5. It is both our wisdom and ovtjr interest to 
submit to the will of God in severe trials. The 
creature was never intended to be our 
chief good. At most it is but a subordinate 
blessing- We are in the hands of God, to 
whom we should leave all our concerns. 
When he has the rule over us, and chuses 
for us, all is well ; and submission to his 
will brings peace and joy in the most cala- 
mitous events. . 

6. God, who gives the choicest blessings, may 
take his gifts away. We are but stewards, 
and our Lord may do what he will with 
his own. When Job had lost both his 
wealth and his children, he said, "The 
Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; 
blessed be the name of the Lord/' The 
Lord prepared a gourd to cover the head of 
Jonah; but a worm smote the gourd, and 
it withered. Thus all our comforts may 
be taken away ; but let us still rejoice in 
the Lord, and bless the God of our sal- 
vation. 

7. Dart duties are no objection against clear 
promhes. Whether we can see or not, God 
will fulfil his word. ' Abraham judged so, 
and. thought that God could even raise his 
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son from the dead to accomplish his pro- 
mises. We may hare darkness, and no 
light ; but God is all light, and his myste- 
rious ways work the end designed, to the 
astonishment of short-sighted mortals. 

8. God will be faithful to his word, though 
we cannot comprehend the manner how his faith- 
fulness xvill appear. His promises have never 
failed, and never will fail. If any promise 
has not been fulfiled, it was conditional, 
and the condition upon which it was made 
was neglected; so that it was man that 
failed, and not a faithful God. 

9. We should study scripture characters* 
Good characters are recorded for our 
imitation, and those which have been bad 
are recorded for our warning. Let us 
improve both to the best of purposes. 

10. Man, whose life is forfeited to justice, is 
spared through a sacrifice. Many have con- 
sidered Isaac as a type of Christ, and in 
some respects he certainly was; but in 
this important transaction, he represented 
men in general, whose life the justice of 
God might demand, on account of their 
crimes. The ram caught in the thicket, 
and which was actually sacrificed, was a 
type of Christ. The ram suffered in the 
place of Isaac ; and Christ suffered in the 
place of man. The ram was provided by 
the Lord ; and Christ was provided by the 
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Lord to make atonement. How could 
Isaac,' whose life was spared, be a type of 
Jesus, who died on the cross? Had God 
delivered Jesus from the cross, there would 
have been a resemblance. Isaac was not 
to die for men, but only as a man. Jesus 
died for men, as the typical animal did, 
and probably upon the same mountain. 
O may our souls be saved through a suf- 
fering 1 Redeemer ! 
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SERMON XVL - 



Acts vii. 9, 10. 

jind the patriarchs, moved with envy, sold Joseph 
into Egypt : but God was with him, and deli- 
vered him out of all his afflictions, and ga*$e him 
favour and wisdom in the sight of Pharaoh 
king of Egypt ; and he made him governor over 
Egypt, and all his house. 



THE history of Joseph is both entertain- 
ing and instructive, and that man who can 
read it through without a tear, can scarcely 
be said to possess the common feelings of 
humanity. Joseph has been considered as 
a type of Jesus ; and it is impossible to read 
his history without perceiving a striking 
resemblance in many important particu- . 
lars; but the history* of Joseph should be 
read, principally, as an astonishing display 
of that divine providence which presides 
over the affairs of men. 

Our text will lead us to consider several 
important events in this history; and it 
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may "be divided into two parts: first, the 
conduct of the Patriarchs towards Joseph : 
and, secondly, the conduct of God towards 
him. \ 

I. The conduct of the patriarchs 

TOWARDS JOSEPH* 

1. The word Patriarch signifies a father, 
and the sons of Jacob were so called, be- 
cause they were the fathers of the tribes of 
Israel. Nine of them only were concerned 
in the horrid transaction which we are 
about to examine ; for .Benjamin was ab- 
sent, and Reuben did not consent, having 
formed a plan for his brother's deliverance. 
♦'And Reuben said unto, them, shed no 
blood; but cast him into this pit in the 
wilderness, and lay no. hand .upon him ; 
that he might rid him out of their hands, 
to deliver him to his father agfeku" 

2. The Patriarchs envitd Joseph. Envy is 
that uneasiness which* a man feels at the 
prosperity and happiness of another; and it 
is one of the most tormenting passions to 
which human nature can be subject. It 
perpetually, corrodes and tears the heart, 
by turning the happiness of others into a 
Source of misery.' It wastes the life, and 
destroys ;the comfort of that man who suf- 
fers it ta take root in his heart. 

One cause of envy in the Patriarchs 
was the fond partiality of Joseph s father. 
5 R 
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" Now Israel loved Joseph more than all 
his children, because he was the son of his 
old age : and he made hifta a coat of many 
colours." That coat caused Joseph many 
a bitter sigh. Parents should carefully 
guard against blind partiality ; and if they 
ieel partial to one child, on account of 
some promising appearances, they should 
not distinguish him by "a coat of many 
colours," lest, by exposing him to envy, they 
cause him to suffer as Joseph did. 

Another cause of their envy was the 
dreams of Joseph. Those dreams were 
evidently of the Lord, who foresaw his 
future greatness, and made it known in this 
remarkable way. Joseph dreamed that he 
was to receive homage both from his father 
and his brethren ; and when he related his 
dreams, "his brethren envied him; but 
his father observed the saying." Out of 
scorn and contempt, the Patriarchs called 
him the dreamer. " Behold, this dreamer 
cometh. Come now therefore and let us 
slay him, and cast him into some pit, and 
we will say some evil beast hath devoured 
him: and we shall see what will become 
of his dreams/' 

3. They sold him into Egypt They had 
intended to have murdered him, and no 
doubt would have done so but for the in- 
terference of Reuben and Judah. Judah 
Rt first was disposed to kill him, but a fair 
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opportunity just then offering itself to dis- 
pose of him without shedding blood, he 
said, " What profit is it if we slay our bro- 
ther, and conceal his blood ? Come, and 
let us sell him to the Ishmeelites, and let 
not pur hand be upon him ; for he is our 
brother and our flesh. And his brethren 
were content." What a strange thing that 
men should be sold and bought! Prisoners 
taken in war have often been sold for 
slaves; but here brothers, under the in- 
fluence of envy, sell a brother. Surely 
their envy was like that of the devil, who 
is ever restless and miserable in beholding 
the happiness of men. O let us guard against 
this hellish principle, and carefully cul- 
tivate a spirit of benevolence and good- will, 
even towards our enemies ! One crime 
frequently begets another, and when a man 
falls into sin, it is difficult to say ^rhere it 
*nay end. When the Patriarchs had sold 
Joseph, to satisfy their cruel envy, they were 
under the necessity of inventing a lie to con- 
ceal their crime. The bloody coat was 
presented to Jacob, who wept, and lamented 
the loss of his son, supposing him to have 
been torn by some beast of prey. He knew 
the coat again, and -said, "It is my son's 
coat; an evil beast hath devoured him; 
Joseph is without doubt rent in pieces. 
And Jacob rent his clothes, and put sack- 
cloth upon his loins, and mourned for his 
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son many days." Thus they deceived their 
aged father; but God, who had beheld, 
their vile conduct, could not be deceived, 

II. The conduct of god toWa&ds 

JOSEPH, 

I. God was with him. It is probable that 
Joseph feared God before this event hap- 
pened; and if so, he had the consolations of 
religion, when all other consolations failed. 
He was removed far from his pious father ; 
but the God of his father was with him. 
Distance of place often interrupts paternal 
kindness ; but the kindness of God, our 
father, may be enjoyed in every place* 
Joseph was banished from his brethren, 
and from every domestic comfort ; but he 
could not be banished from his God. How 
pleasing is the thought, that the God whom 
we serve is not a local being, but a God 
who fills heaven and earth ! He is with us, 
though we do not see his form ; and we en- 
joy his presence, though invisible. All 
goo^meu have God with them, wherever 
they go. He watches over them both by 
day and by night, and condescends to be their 
guardian and their faithful friend. While 
God is with us, we cannot want : while he 
is with us, we need not fear. He is far 
better than earthly parents, and more to 
be desired than either wealth or friends. 
No doubt Joseph worshipped the God of 
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Jacob ; and Jacob's God was with him, to ac- 
cept and bless that worship. He was nigh 
when Joseph prayed ; and he noticed the 
praises and thanksgivings of his ser- 
vant. ; 

2. God delivered him out of all his afflictions* 
Joseph had many painful afflictions in 
Egypt. He was tempted by.a lewd woman* 
who, when her vile wishes cpuld not be ac- 
complished, blasted his character by lies 
and falsehood. He was cast into a dungeon* 
" But the Lord was with Joseph, and gave 
him favour in the sight of the keeper of 
the prison." There Joseph interpreted the 
dreams of the chief Butler and the chief 
Baker, his fellow-prisoners. Pharaoh " re-> 
stored the chief Butler to his butlership 
again ; and he gave the cup into Pharaoh's 
hand: but he hanged the chief Baker, as 
Joseph had interpreted to them. Yet did 
not the chief Butler remember Joseph, bu* 
forgot him." Afflictions attend good men 
wherever they go; but God delivers them* 
He delivered Joseph not once only, but 
always. He delivered him out of all hi* 
afflictions. He had lest his father; but he 
lived to see him again. He had been 
hated by his brethren ; but the day came 
when they loved* honoured, and bowed 
down to him. He had been disgraced ; but 
great honour followed his disgrace. He 
had been forgotten ; but God caused him 
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to be remembered. He had been in a pri- 
son ; but was advanced next to the throne 
of Pharaoh. What wonderful changes ! 
What astonishing deliverances ! 

3. God gave him favour and wisdom in the 
sight of Pharaoh king of Egypt. Pharaoh 
dreamed, but neither he nor his wise men 
could interpret. The report of Pharaoh s 
dreams brought Joseph to the recollection 
of the chief Butler, and Joseph was sent for 
by the king. Pharaoh's dreams, like those 
of Joseph, were of God; and God gave 
Joseph wisdom to interpret, and the inter- 
pretation gave him favour in the sight of 
Pharaoh* Thus all Joseph's honours were 
of God, who, when he pleases, can raise his 
servants high in the esteem of earthly 
monarchs. 

4. And Pharaoh made him governor over the 
land of Egypt, and all his house. It is not 
often necessary for good men to be exalted 
iri this world ; but when God sees fit, how 
easy it is for him to exalt them! God 
makes men great, that they may be useful. 
In this instance Joseph was exalted for the 
good of others ; he was blessed^ that he might 
be made a blessing. In that high station, 
Joseph, as an instrument, saved the lives of 
the Egyptians. During seven years of 
plenty he laid up sufficient stores of food, 
for seven years of famine. — Let the prudent 
foresight of Joseph teach us to lay up stores 
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of heavenly treasure. O that we could see 
thousands, " Laying up in store for them- 
selves a good foundation against the time to 
come, that they may lay hold on eternal 
life! M 

Joseph in his exalted station was made an 
instrument of saving his own family. The 
famine reached Canaan, and was felt hy 
good old Jacob. The brethren of Joseph 
came down to buy corn, and they were 
amply supplied, It was on one of those 
journies that the prophetic dreams of Joseph 
were fulfilled; for his brethren "bowed 
themselves to him to the earth." Jacob 
also came down into Egypt, and was richly 
provided for in the land of Goshen. " Jo- 
seph nourished his father, and his brethren, 
and all his father's household, with bread, 
according to their families/' It is very 
observable, that God often uses means to 
accomplish his purposes, which are very 
unlikely to men. Here we see a poor de- 
spised Hebrew raised to high honour and 
power, th^t he might save a great nation 
and a chosen family. A poor slave, a de- 
graded prisoner, raised next to the throne of 
Pharaoh! Happy is the land which hath 
such a governor ! All things prosper where 
wisdom and piety are found in the rulers qf 
a nation. Happy the parent who has such 
a son ! Happy the brethren who have such 
a brother! And happy, thrice happy are 
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we, who have the lovely Jesus for *>ur 
Saviour ! 

To conclude : Let us learn to rejoice in 
the prospferity of other men, and to crush 
the spirit of envy in the bud. Let us re- 
joice in the presence of God. It is no 
matter where we pitch our tents, whether 
in Canaan, in Egypt, or in the wilderness, 
if God be with us. There is a gracious 
God who overrules bad purposes for good 
ends. Those who are near to us may de- 
sign our ruin; but all the designs of God 
are to bless and save our souls. Innocency 
and uprightness shall finally triumph; 
and sin, however artfully concealed, will 
be brought to light, and in the end, without 
repentance, will disgrace and destroy the? 
sinner. God still governs th^ world. 
Jesus still cares for men. The Jews sought 
to destroy Jesus ; but God highly exalted 
him at his own right hand, where he ever 
lives to bless his people, " When all the 
land of Egypt was famished, the people 
cried to Pharaoh for bread: and Pharaoh 
said unto all the Egyptians, Go unto 
Joseph ; and what he saith to you, do.* 
Let us go to the blessed Jesus, and what 
he saith unto us let lis do with cheerful- 
ness. Then, being fed with that bread 
which came down from heaven, we shall 
live for ever 1 
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SERMON XVII . 

■ ) i i ' i in i i " 1 mm , 

Rom. vi. 23. 

For the wages of wits death ; but the gift of God 
is eternal life, through Jews Christ o%r 
Lord. 



J^HING is more certain than that 

man's ruin is of himself ; but that his reco- 
very is of the Lord. The prophet Hosea bears 
ample testimony to this important truth ; 
«« O Israel, thou hast destroyed thyself; but 
in me is thy help.-* Our text teaches the 
same truth. '* The wages of sin is death ; 
but the gift of God is eternal life, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord/' 

Here are two things : first, the wages of 
sin is death: secondly, the gift of God is 
eternal life, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

I. The wages of sin is death. 

1. Sin is the transgression of a law. A law 
may be either human or divine. When 
we transgress a human law, we sin against 
man; when we transgress a divine law, 



Digitized 



by Google 



138 SIN PUNISHED WITH DEATH. 

we sin against God. A law may be trans-* 
greased either by doing what is expressly 
forbidden, or by neglecting to do what is 
plainly commanded. Hence the common 
distinction between sins of commission and . 
sins of omission appears to be very proper. . J 
Understanding sin in either sense, it de- ' 
serves death ; in either sense, death is its 
proper wages. 

2. Death may be considered either as the loss 
of the life of God in the soul, as the separation 
of soul and body, or as the final separation of 
soul and body from God in a future world. 
When man sinned against God, in the 
Garden of Eden, he was punished with 
spiritual death. His soul was cut off from 
God : his understanding became dark, his 
will rebellious, his affections carnal, and 
his whole soul polluted. This was not all : 
his body became mortal, having received 
that death-wound whiph could not be 
cured by any means which he could use. 
All his posterity are born into the worjd in 
the same state : dead to God in their souls, 
and in their bodies subject to death. 
Living and dying in this state, all sinners 
will be cut off from God for ever. They 
will be cast into the lake of fire, which is the 
second death, 

3. How axeful, then, it is to sin against God ! 
We may view sin as a trifling thing; but 
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ia reality, it Is an evil of the greatest mag- 
nitude. . It is clear that no inan who wil- 
fully transgresses the divine law, can he in 
a state of union with God ; and it is equally 
clear, that where there is no union with 
God, there can he no spiritual life. 
Separate a branch from a tree, and it dies ; 
separate a tree from the earth, and it dies : 
separate a limb from the hody, and it dies. 
How then can the spirit live in a separation 
from God? It must necessarily die. 
; 4* How needful, then, it must appear for a 
wicked man to turn from his wickedness that he 
may live I Let us now cease to do evil, and 
learn to do well. Let us now forsake every 
sin. Henceforth let us dread sin more 
than the face of a serpent — more than a 
devouring beast — more than a, raging 
'flame! These can only kill the hody, 
which is already dying; but sin may de- 
stroy the soul for ever and ever ! 

5. To see the sad effects of sin, view all the 
jmUery of man in his fallen state. View him 
Jki deep afflictions : view him in the pains 
H,nd agonies of death : view him in the 
xlrcadrol torments of hell, without hope, 
jtnd lost to all eternity ! Then let thy soul 
4jtemble lest sin should prove thy ruin* It 
has ruined thousands and millions ; and it 
trill ruin all who live and die under its 
baneful influence. 
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II. The gift* of god is eternal 

LIFE, THROUGH JESUS CHRIST OUR 
LORD. 

I . The phrase, eternal life, implies both a Itfe 
of grace on earth, and a life of glory in heimn; 
John the baptist refers to a state of grace 
ih the soul, where he days, "He that be- 
Meveth on the Son hath everlasting tifeJ*) 
The apostle Paul refers to a future state of 
glory, where he says, "He that soweth 
to the spirit shall reap life everlasting. 9 ' Wer 
ftefed not worider that the same expression is 
applied to both these states, because they 
are so much alike; and stand so closely 
connected. Grace in, the soul is glory in 
its beginning : glory in heaven is grace in: 
perfection. A believer hath everlasting* 
life now, both by a clear title, and a sweet 
foretaste. A rtieasure of heavenly joy j* 
brought down into his soul, and he looks 
forward with pleasing hope to the full en-* 
joyment. 

Let us often look forward to eternal life 
ki heaven; and lfet us examine both the 
nature and 4he duration of that life. It is 
called li/e, because the soul will live in a 
happy union with God > it will live in an 
enjoyment of God: it will live in thei com* 
pany arid society of attgels, and the spirits of 
just men made perfect: it will live a life 
of spotless purity, a life of exulted glory. That 
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life will not be followed by death. Every 
thing* here is short. Our natural life is but 
a vapour, which appeareth for a little time, 
and then vanisheth away ; but the life of 
heaven will know no end. When millions' 
of ages are past, it will be but just begin- 
ning. It will continue as long as God con- 
tinues, which will be for ever and ever, 
the duration of heaven's glory crowns all. 
Fading crowns of glory would be of little 
value ; but the crown Which God has pro^ 
tnised will never fade. The most remote 
prdspfcct of dedth would put a damp upoii 
the jojte of heaven; but the inhabitants of 
$i£t place* have na such dismal prospect. 
That which puts a damp upon the world's 
glory, is the death which follows ; how de- 
sirable, then, must perfect happiness be, 
Which will never, never end ! 

2. Etetnal life is the gift of God. It is k 

gift ; but it cannot be purchased : we ma^ 

have it Without either money or prictf. 

Were it to be purchased, who could obtain 

k ? The sum would be greater than an jr 

-man could raise; a world; a thousand 

worlds would not be of sufficient value tb 

purchase eternal life. It is the gift of God. 

-We should rejoice that eternal life is not 

the gift of man, whose narrow prejudices 

Would dispose of it with blind partiality. 

Gdd will give eternal life to those who a?e 

macte fit for it by holiness. He has his fd- 
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vourites; but they are such as are like 
himself; and every man who will forsake 
sin and seek holiness may become a fa- 
vourite of heaven. Repent, believe, love, 
and obey, and eternal life will be thine. 

2. But God gives eternal life through Jesus 
Christ* Jesus Christ our Lord, has underr 
taken the cause of sinful man. He atoned 
for sin, by shedding his most precious blood 
upon mount calvary: he rose from the 
dead, and ascended into heaven to inter- 
cede. Had it not been for his gracious 
undertakings, the mercy of God would 
never have reached a sinful world. De- 
vils, having no mediator, are out of the 
reach of mercy; and man would have 
been in the same dreadful state, if it had 
not been for our Lord Jesus Christ. Hence 
we see a need of coming to God through 
Christ : our prayers are offered up in the 
name of Jesus : and our praises go up with 
acceptance in his ever-adored name. 

Let us be humbled under a deep sense of 
our sins and follies. We have deserved 
death; but through mercy we are yet 
alive. We have deserved hell; but we 
are yet on praying ground. " It is of the 
Lord's mercies that we are not consumed, 
"because his compassions fail not." O let 
us seek eternal life through Jesus Christ 
our Lord while it may be found! The 
season of mercy will soon pass away. 
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The judge is at the door ; and an awful 
eternity will soon open to our view. The 
vilest sinners may he encouraged ; for Jesus 
died for all, and God is merciful to all. 
Hasten to Jesus, that thou mayest live for 
ever. He hath said, " I am the resurrec- 
tion, and the life ; he that helieveth in me, 
though he were dead, yet shall he live : 
and whosoever liveth and heljevpth in me 
shall never die." 
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The Master's Call for Mary. 



SERMON XVIII. 

John* xi. 28. 
The Master is come] and ealleth for thee. 

OUR Lord was very intimate with the 
family of Mary, and Martha, and Lazarus. 
Lazarus, whom Jesus loved, was seized 
with sickness ; and the two sisters sent im- 
mediately to Jesus, saying, "Behold, he 
whom thou lovest is sick." For wise rea- 
sons Jesus delayed going till Lazarus was 
dead. Then he went to Bethany, and 
Martha, as soon as she heard that he was 
coming, went out to meet him. A very 
interesting conversation took place between 
them, at the end of which she went her 
way, and called Mary her sister secretly, 
saying, " The Master is come, and ealleth 
for thee." 

Let us consider, first, the title given to 
our Lord : secondly, the ends of this jour- 
ney : and thirdly, the enquiry for Mary. 

I. The title given to our lord. 

Martha calls him, " The Master," which 
impltes two things: first, that he was a 
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teacher, and secondly, that he was a go- 
vernor. 

1 . Christ was a teacher. When he ap- 
peared in human nature the world stood 
m great need of a teacher. The heathens 
were sunk into senseless and shameful ido- 
latry ; and the Jews had nearly lost those 
blessed truths which had been taught in 
the law and the prophets. They had lost 
the spirit in the letter, and the substance 
in the shadow. Their religion was gene- 
rally mere outside shew. They expected 
a temporal kingdom of great grandeur; 
but the spiritual kingdom of Messiah was 
overlooked. 

Christ was such a teacher as the world 
had never seen before ; nor will the world 
ever see such a teacher again. He taught 
nothing that was unimportant. He taught 
jn plain language, which the most ignorant 
might understand. There is a clearness, 
strength, and brevity in all his discourses, 
which is worthy of the imitation of every 
christian minister. He taught with great 
authority, and not as the scribes ; and all 
his words were pure truth, without any 
mixture of error. 

2. Christ is a governor. The church is a 
large family, in which Christ is Lord and 
Master. Every individual in this family 
acknowledges his authority, and cheerfully 
submits to his government. As a Master, 
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he is mild and gentle; but /firm ami 
stable. The work which he appoints % 
easy, bejng exactly pf op^rtioned to the 
streijgth of his followers; and it is that 
kind of work which always aifords the 
purest delight; His "ways are ways of 
pleasantness, and all his paths are peace/' 
Let us then! look up to him as our Ruler, 
and enquire, a Lord, what wouldst thou have 
me to do?" Then we may rely upon hi* 
protection in danger; and in want he will 
plentifully supply us out of th^ riches of 
. his fulness. 

II, The ends of this journey* 

Our blessed Lord had many important 
ends in view in his journey to Bethany : 

1. He went to comfort a distressed family. 
Death had entered into their habitation, 
and caused them to weep and mourn, 
How often are our comforts in life inter* 
rupted hy sickness and death ! One goes v 
from us after another, and we are left be- 
hind to grieve like Mary and Martha. 
In these troubles, how cheering is the pre- 
sence of a friend, though he may have no 
power to restore our loss: how welcome, 
then, the presence of Jesus, who could re- 
store Lazarus to his disconsolate sisters [ 
He did not leave them comfortless. Hear- 
ing of their distress, he went to comfort 
them. 
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f 2. ifc wen* /a 5rt fe> fotfowfrs an erampte of 
sympathy. We sometimes blame those who 
Sited a tear over suffering humanity, with- 
out teteollecting that upon this sad occa- 
sion, "Jesus wept.* He wept, and we 
should weep. Let us, when we. hear of 
distress, hasten to sympathise with the disf 
tressed! Let us indulge, in a proper de- 
gree* these fine feelings of our nature* 
The time may come when we shall want 
the tender feelings of out christian 1 bre* 
thren. We dare not indeed yield to im* 
moderate sorrow, as men without hope; 
but we abhor the stoical and tinfeeling 
Sjpirit of some professors. Surely they are 
ignorant both of the' spirit of christiataity A 
and of the teiriper of Jesii^ 

3. But the principal end of this journey was to, 
work a rriiracle. Miracles were wrought by 
Jesus to convince men that he was the true' 
Messiah. In this miracle he intended both 
to confirm the faith of his disciples, and to 
convince the Jews that he was indeed the' 
Christ. He said to his disciples, when 
Lazarus was dead, u I am glad for your 
J&kes that I was not there, to the intent' 
that ye may believe." This was the most ; 
notable miracle that Jesus ever wrought 
tipon any occasion. Lazarus had been iii 
the Grave four days, and Martha very 
properly observed, " by this time he stink-* 
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eth/' A stone lay upon the care in which 
, he was buried, and he was bound hand and 
foot with graVe-clothes. But all these ob- 
stacles were nothing to Jesus, who cried 
with a loud voice, " Lazarus, come forth !? 
And at his word the dead came forth; and 
Jesus said, " Loose him, and let him go/* 
This miracle was wrought before many 
witnesses. The disciples were present, and 
many of the Jews who had come to comfort 
Mary and Martha: Some believed; but 
others, (strange to tell !) actuated by deep- 
rooted malice, went to inform the pha- 
risees. Then the chief priests and phari- 
sees gathered a council, and from that day 
forth they sought to put him to death. 
" Jesus therefore walked no more openly 
among the Jews." 

One would suppose that the disciples 
could never more doubt whether Jesus was 
the Christ; but, alas, the human heart is 
prone to unbelief! After the resurrection 
of Jesus, notwithstanding all the miracles 
which they had seen, they expressed them- 
selves in the following doubting language/ 
"We trusted that it had been he which 
should have redeemed Israel." O what 
need we have to pray that God would in- 
crease our faith, and help our unbelief t 
We are often fools and slow of heart to be- 
lieve what is written ; and if it be thus, with 
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us, in mere historical matters, how much 
more so in that faith which bringeth 
salvation ! 

III.. The enquiry for mary. 

"He calleth for thee," said Martha, 
Here we may remark, 

1* That Mary was greatly beloved. The 
reason of Christ's peculiar regard for Mary 
was her singular piety. Christ loves 
nothing but what is excellent ; and there- 
fore wherever we find peculiar expressions 
of his regard for persons, we may conclude 
that those persons have something excellent 
in their temper and conduct. 

2. Jesus thinks of his folloxvers when they are 
at a distance from him. Mary was still in 
the house, and perhaps knew not that her 
Lord was come; or, if she knew, her sorrow 
was so great as to prevent her going forth 
to meet him ; but Jesus said, ' Where is 
Mary? Tell her to come/ Jesus is riow in 
the heavenly world; but he thinks upon 
his followers on earth. We do not see him 
with our bodily eyes ; but he sees us, and 
knows all our sorrows. 

3. It is the mil oj Jesus that his followers 
should bt with him. He has called us by his 
grace, and we can rejoice in his salvation. 
Death will soon remove us hence i and 
then it may be said to every believer, 
"The Master is come, and calleth fox: 
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thee.* O blessed summons ! Happy day* 
when Jesus calls his followers home ! He 
has said, " I will come again, and receive 
you unto myself ; that where I am, there 
ye may be also." We shall live with our 
Master when this short life is ended, and 
enjoy all the blessedness of which our sanc- 
tified spirits may be capable. Blessed 
world, where the Lamb which is in the 
throne shall feed us, and lead us to living 
fountains of water ; and where God shall 
wipe away all tears from our eyes: 

That we may go to that blessed world# 
let us, like Mary, chuse the better part, die 
one thing needftd! Let us make choice of 
Christ for our Master, and steadily follow 
him through evil and good report. Then 
Christ will be ours, and heaven will be 
ours for ever. A few more trials and 
temptations : a few more conflicts with the 
world, the flesh; and the devil ; and our 
Master will say, "Well done, thou good 
and faithful servant: thou hast been faith- 
fir! over a few thingjs, I will make thee 
ruler over many things : enter thou into, 
the joy of thy Lord." 
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Encouragement to the Tempted. 



SERMON XIX, 



James i. 12. 



Blessed is the man that endureth temptation ; for 
when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of 
life, which the Lord hath promised to them 
that hoe him. 



I*F there were nO future world, we could 
not blame tnen for seeking every kind of 
pleasure in this that their hearts might de- 
sire. They might use all the means in their 
power to avoid affliction, and say as the 
ancient Epicureans did, "Let us eat and 
drink; for to-morrow vre die." But that 
there is a future world, where the good 
will he rewarded and the had punished*; 
and that we are placed here in a state of 
trial for that world, is a truth which cannot 
be denied by those who believe in the holy 
scriptures. On this ground we should 
cheerfully endure the temptations and af- 
flictions which God, the all-wise governor 
of the world, either permits or appoints 1 ; 
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knowing they will purify us as goldjs pu- 
rified in the furnace; and prepare us for 
" the crown of life, which the Lord hfcth pro- 
mised them that love him." 

Let us consider, first, the temptations 
which a good man may have to endure : 
secondly, how he should endure them : 
and, thirdly, the promised reward. 

I. The temptations which a oood 

MAN MAY HAVE TO ENDURE. 

The word temptation signifies either an 
affliction which may be laid upon us as a 
trial of our sincerity, or an enticement to 
evil. In the first sense, God may tempt a 
good man as : he did. Abraham; in the 
second, a m$n may be tempted by the world, 
^he flesh, and the devil. 

I. God may tempt or try a good man by 
.affliction. We read expressly that "God 
did tempt Abraham/' He could not pos- 
sibly tempt him to evil ; " for God cannot 
be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he 
vany man." The tejnptation or trial of 
Abraham was, the command which God 
gave him to pflfer up Isaac his son, whom 
he loved: a trial which of all others must 
have been the most distressing; but he 
obeyed, and gave a proof to after ages 
.pf his sincerity in professing to be a servant 
pf the most, high God* 
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- 1?he. present state of man is properly 
called a state, of trial; and good men par- 
ticularly find it so., God often sees it ne- 
cessary to tempt or try them, and he has 
many ways of doing* it. Sometimes he 
tries them with poverty and pain, and suf- 
fers them to be . " filled with contempt, and 
with the scorning of them that are at ease/' 
Thus, Lazarus was poor, afflicted with 
pain, and held in contempt by the rich 
man. At other times he tries them by 
persecution* Wicked men are suffered to 
come upon them as a flood ; and to threaten 
them with destruction. To this the apostle 
lames refers in the beginning of this chap- 
ter> and in .our text. Many of the first 
christians suffered the spoiling of their 
goods ; were driven froik their habitations 
and friends ; were exposed to hunger, cold; 
and nakedness ; were confined in prisons ; 
beaten with stripes; and some of them 
were put to druel deaths. They proved 
by painful experience the truth of Christ's 
word to his disciples, " If ye were of the 
world, the world would love his own ; but 
because ye are not of the world, therefore 
Ae world hateth you." We should be 
thankful that the wrath of man is now re- 
strained by the. power of Godi Never- 
theless, it is possible, that the time may 
ppeedily come .wherein good men may 
again be tried in this way. Strange events 

U 
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hare taken place in Europe withio the last 
nineteen years! May God mercifully 
prepare us for every future eveat of bis 
providence, and may we proves that pm- 
mise, true, " When thou passest through 
the waters, I will be with thee; and 
through the rivers, they shall act overflow* 
thee: when thaji walkest through the 
fire* thou shalt not be burned ; neither shall 
thfe flame kindle, upon thee. ,f 

2. Good men may be tempted on enticed tt 
wil by the world Its riches* honours, and 
pleasures, like the forbidden fruit of Para- 
dise, appear €f Pleasant to the eye, and to 
he desired." They promise much pie*» 
sure ; but afford very little* Saienwty 
<who knew as much of them as any man 
eve* did, said, " Vanity of vanities r all 9 
Vanity/* The smiles of men are calculated 
to put good men off their guard, and to 
draw them from God and their duty ; and 
their frowns may produce that degree of 
fear which leads to. sinful compliances. 
Riches are a snare to all who possess them. 
"They that will be rich, fall into temp- 
tation and a snare, and into many foolish 
and hurtful lusts, which drown men in 
destruction and perdition." Poverty too is 
accompanied with danger. The poor man 
may he tempted to eavy his rich neigh- 
bour; and, feeling great difficulties to 
„^"\ struggle with, may murmur and com* 
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plain. Hi* poverty may tempt him to 
dishohesty, and his affliction, to hard 
thoughts of God and providenfce. Agar 
prayed, "Give me neither poverty nor 
riches ; feed me with food convenient i 
lest I hfe full* and say. Who is the Lord? 
Or lest I be poor, and steal, and take the 
sttttte of my God in vain." Perhaps th<S 
middle *a*iks of society arte the least ex* 
posed; hut they have enough to do t<* 
keep " a conscience void of offence toward 
God and man/' 

< 3. Good men are tempted to evil by the flesh* 
The word flesh sometimes refers to the body, 
With its appetites, and at other times to the 
depraved dispositions of the mind. Through 
the medium of the body, they may be 
tenlpted td inctolfeiitee, gluttony, drunken- 
ness, arid lust. Their senses may lead 
them astray, for, *' The feye is not satisfied 
with seeing, nor the ear filled with hear* 
ing/ ■ The corruptions of the mind which 
, remain irt some degreey even after con- 
version, hate their correspondent objects 
i» the world, to which they urge; and 
temptation in this respect consists chiefly 
in the restless desire which is felt to enjoy 
them. " Kvery man is tempted when he 
is drawn away of his own lufct, and enticed. 
Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth 
forth death." Hence a believ^i* has many 
inward struggles, which are only known 
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to hiifiSelf and God; and these will coft- N 
tinue till sin is wholly destroyed. It W^» 
to believers that the apostle Peter gave 
the following earnest exhortation, " Dearly- 
beloved, I oeseech you as strangers and 
pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts which 
war against the soul." Those, therefore, 
who maintain that there is no such war- 
fare, after a man is born from above, do. 
not judge according to truth. 

4. The Devil tempts to evil from the time a 
man turns to God, to the time when he is called 
to his rezvard, in a better world. I have been 
short upon the former particulars, that I 
might enlarge upon this ; but, to keep tip 
the design of this work, we shall refer our 
remarks upon Satanic temptations to the 
next discourse. In the mfian time let us 
carefully guard against the world and the 
flesh. " Happy (says Jortin) is he who is 
engaged in controversy with his own pas- 
sions, and comes off superior; who niake& 
it his endeavour that, his follies *nd Weak- 
nesses may die beforfe him, and who 
daily meditates on mortality and imr 
mortality/' 
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\ Encouragement to the Tempted. 



SERMON XX. 



James i. 12. 

Blessed is the man that endureth temptation ; for 
* when he is tried he shall rtceivt the crown of 

life; rtfhich the Lord hath promised to them 

that love him. 

IN a former discourse upon this subject 
we considered, briefly, the temptations of 
the world and the Jlesh ; in this we shall 
consider more largely the temptations of 
the devil. 

That there is such an invisible wicked * 
spirit, who has access to the minds of men, 
and who is continually seeking their ruin, 
appears clearly, both from scripture and, 
experience. He is called, The Tempter, 
and is represented as using devices to gain 
advantage of us. In the days of Job, hp 
confessed, when interrogated by the Al- 
mighty, that he went to and fro in the 
earth, and walked up and down in it. The 
apostle Peter points out his business in 
walking about our world : " Be sober, be 
vigilant ; because your adversary the 
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devil, as a roaring Lion, walketh about, 
seeking whom he may devour.* It is 90 
serious objection that we cannot explain 
how he works upon the human mind, 
there being many facts even in the visible 
world whjch cannot be explained. Some, 
perhaps, have ascribed too much to his 
agency. The blame of ail their abomi- 
nations has been laid upon him; when it 
has been evident that the guilt of the 
whole rested upon theirtseives* . He dan 
tempt men without their consent ; but 
without their consent he cannot overcome. 
Punishment, therefore, is properly inflicted 
upon sinners, though he might entice thein 
to sin. It was no excuse for Eve that the 
serpent beguiled her to eat—Let us now 
consider some temptations, of this infernal 
spirit, as they are suited to the different 
states of a religious life. 

The first thing in a religious life is the 
illumination of the understanding, by 
which a sinner discovers his fall from 
God,, and his multiplied transgressions of 
that law which is "holy, just, and good." 
This discovery produces a godly sorrow. 
The awakened sinner weeps and mourns^ 
and like the jailor at^Philippi, .trembles in 
the presence of a just Grod. Then the 
tempter comes and suggests that he is mis* 
taken, tqith himself ; that his sins have* been fete 
and of a Uijling nature; that his state % upon 
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the wftole, is very good; and that if he perish* 
few indeed c#n he saved. Those who yield to 
this temptation lose their convictions, and 
fecome self-righteous Tfhey say " We arq 
irich, aftd have twsd of nothing," though, iu 
reality they are " wretched, and miserable,, 
and poor, and blind, and naked/' If the 
a*ourning penitent overcome this temp- 
tation, his sorrow .few sin increases; nis 
30ul is humbled in the dost ; and he is pee* 
paned fer theiWQTcy of an offended God* 

The subtle enemy finding it impossible 
t& lead thft.pemttent to presumption* endea- 
vours now to drive hira: to despair. Hence 
the next temptation insinuates that hi* 
iim are too many to be forgiven ; that he has 
sinned Qgeitist the Holy Ghmt$ tfiathis nature 
i# 0$ black as hctU wd cannot be renewed ; and 
that nothing remains for him but " a certain 
fearful looking fiwr-of judgment, and fjery 
indignation, which shall devour the ad- 
versaras*" it & the duty of ministers to 
6orof«rt his soul under these dreadful ap% 
prehefufions; by directing him tp Jespsj, 
Who "is Able to save them to the utter* 
most that come unto God by him/' They 
repeat the kind invitations of Jesus, and thi 
promises which are jmade to such as " la- 
bour and aire heavy-laden, " Encouraged 
by these, hope springs up in his breait } &e 
weep thfi sufficiency of Christ t$ : save; he 
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ventures upon Kini;* and i3 reconciled i6 
God 1 through the blood of the cross. ' ; . 

There is another temptation which % 
often presented when a man first feels the 
awakening influences of the blessed Spirit of 
God ; namely, that religion will make Mm 
melancholy ; that it is only fit for the aged, this 
tick, and the .dying; and that it \oill be time 
prudent to put it off to old age, than 4) fito* 
(ike a criminal, in perpetual dread of exeeutkth 
Thh temptation .too often succeeds. But 
Chat it may be* resisted and overcome, th£ 
penitppt must be informed that his pre** 
sent sprroHv will give plftee to- pure jOjft 
thatwKen he is reconciled to God his soul 
will be filled with sWeet consolation ; that 
religion is the happiness and honour of 
man in all conditions ; and, that he whe 
for the sake of present sinful indulgences 
puts it off to old age, may not then End 
the door pf mercy open* 
' We shall now consider the attacks off 
Safan upon a child of Gtfd^ Stfheh *fcfe 
liigh privilege is obtained, by faith i^i 
Christ 3esus, the child of God fe so 'fiBfcd^ 
withVpeaee and joy, and his confidence^ ih 
the Redeemer so strong, that he thinici 
himself out of the frefach'crf temptatftorf, 
esjpec&ally from the wicked one; but hfe 
soon 'finds himself mistaken/ He is^&itfp 
tempted to doubt the reality of his juitfi fM& 
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think it is nothing -But mere imagination ; and 
that he has, deceived himself With a supposition 
jhat &od was reconciled. . This temptation, 
#ic{ugh exceedingly painful, puts him upon 
jfin useful; enquiry into the nature of 
feith, and the grounds of acceptance 
^with God ; and he. finds his faith accom- 
♦panied yfitfr love to God; and followed l?y 
4>bedience.~ The consequence of which is f 
.such a firm establishment upon the Rock 
of Ages, that the enemy seldom ventures to 
jfttt^qk him again on this ground. Some# 
ii>4eed t have so far yielded in the darfe 
hour; $$ Uf lose th?ir confidence, altogether* 
,a#dit has ijpt bpep without gre^t difficulty 
4feat they hare been restored to the favour 
f£t^d the peace of God. - ; 

, Whe» : this tempi$tio£i is over, another 
4qf a very dangerous tendency, is frequently 
introduced to the mind; namely, ft* trust 
yyxvhat has already been experienced, and ,ta 
neglect the rutins of future improvement. The 
Ijetiever is : required to "grow in grace j, 
apd in the knowledge of our Lord Jesua 
X^hrist ;" hut the devil tempts hiin to think 
xhctt. .there : is t no need x qf such a grotpth ; that 
j&*fl£ wiPJtfkild of God, he may indulge him* 
s^f in some little things, in, which there is not 
v&fh hfirm; and that his form?** scruples, when. 
Ae thirst not even tiiinh of th°.se things, arose from, 
ignorance and superstition. Jf he give wayy 
Jiis he^rt is soon hardened ; he sinks into a 
6 x 
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state of dull formality; he loses all the 
comforts of religion; and is in great danger 
of losing his soul. Many have fallen into 
this snare, and all have great need of that 
caution, " Let him that thinketh he stand- 
eth take heed lest he fell." 
-If the child of God still put-sue his way* 
Satan will probably tempt him to pride, on 
account of some supposed superiority t* 
others, either in gifts or grades: it is *» 
matter whether he be superior 1 or iittt; fot, 
if he can be irtduced to think. ^ his soul is 
endangered.. Pride. having gained 1 SOtottfc 
Ascendency, he wishes'' to nil the highest 
place, aril to be honoured by ptecuWar 
marks of respect. But meeting with tai&ny 
vexatious disappointments, hte becomes *** 
and peevish, *nd disturbs the peaee of the 
church. Unde* this temptation it kttetees* 
Sary to, recollect, that we have nothing 
either great or good but what God has^be* 
stowed* and that we a*e still as much «te* 
pendant upon* him as we were the first 
hour we sought his face* 
: Again: There atfe Seasons wherein the 
tempter endeavours to fill the mind of e$ 
good man with doubts respecting the being 6f 
God; the certainty of providence, the truth ^ 
Hie bible f therealky of christian experience, dhd 
the sincerity >of professors* Thfe teihj^tAtJcto: 
seldom lasts long; but it is vety painfbl* 
It often comes suddenly, and whdn lea* 
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looked for. St>«ie have felt it in a moment, 
while engaged in the mo* solemn and im- 
portant duties; and others* while filled 
witl> abundant peace, And raised up with 
sacred joy almost to iht third heaven. The 
bust method that can he taken, in these 
gloomy moments, is, to "cry unto the 
Lord iA trouble ; and he will deliver but of 
distresses." 

* Sometimes this foul spirit represents death 
to a good man in its most terrific forms ; frightens 
him with the pain that he may feet in that awful 
hour; and suggests* that then perhaps f his God 
nnd Father may forsake him. Bat he hides 
from the view, as much as possible, the 
delightful prospect of a blessed immor- 
tality; And the gracious promises of God 
to support hist children in that trying scene. 
Exposed as we aire to this teihptation, it iy 
pleasing to reflect, that Jesus " delivers 
them who through fear of death are all 
thfcir life-time subject to bondage." 

It would be impossible to enumerate all 
the temptations which God's children have 
to endure from this implacable foe. I 
shall only mention one more: He often 
tempts them to fear that they shall not be able 
to endure to the end; reminds them of the great 
difficulties of the christian life ; of the vast ?wm- 
ber who have fallen ; and of the probability that 
they may give way in some evil hour, and so be 
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cast, away at last. Under this temptation 
they sometimes think it is of no use to eon- 
tend any longer; that they might as well 
give up the christian warfare now as at 
some future period ; and that one grand 
struggle in the last moments of life may do 
as well as a continued warfare. But they 
should remember, that if they leave all 
till death, they, in feet, give up the con- 
test, and that their enemy will tri- 
umph. To conquer thai, they must con- 
quer note. And that they may conquer, let 
them consider themselves as bfeing under 
the constant care of Jesus, " Who, himself 
having suffered, being tempted, is able to 
succour them that are tempted/* 

How we are to endure temptation, and 
what reward we may expect in a future 
world, shall be considered in the next dis- 
course. 
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Encouragement to the Tempted, 



SERMON XXI. 



Jame& i. 12. . 

Blessed is the man that endureth temptation ; for 
. when he is tried he shall receive the crown of 

life, which the Lord hath promised to them 

fhftt love him. 



IN the two former discourses, we considered 
the temptations which a good man may 
have to endure : in this we shall consider 
how he should endure them ; and then the 
promised reward. 

II. HOW SHOULD A GOOD MAN ENDURE 
TEMPTATION ? 

-The word endure conveys the idea of 
something which is painful; and all our 
temptations of every description, are pain- 
ful. We should, however, endure them 
with patience, cheerfulness, firmness, and 
perseverance. 

1. Under all your temnjations, "Let pa- 
tience have her perfect work," We " have 
need of patience, that after we have done the 
will of God, we might receive the promise.* 
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Patience implies calmness, and quietness, 
and is opposed to violence, murmuring, 
fretfulness, and complaining'. The bright- 
est examples recorded in the word of God, 
have exercised this grace in the trying 
hour. Job; in this respect, is a pattern to 
all ages. " Ye have heard of the patience 
of Job, and have seen the epd of the Lord." 
Jesus bore, with perfect patience, both the 
temptations of the devil, and the insults of 
men. Thatwe may be encouraged, let us 
kehold him in the last hours of his humi- 
liation, when "he was oppressed and af- 
flicted, yet opened not his mouth — who 
when he was reviled, reviled not again; 
when he suffered threatened not j hut com- 
mitted himself to him that judgeth righ- 
teously/' The saints who are now in gwry t 
exercised patience in the tribulations and 
temptations which they endured when on 
(fearth; and we are expressly commanded 
to follow them in this respect. Patience 
proves a present blessing, as it blunts the 
keen edge of affliction ; but impatience, by 
giving a keener edge to our Bufferings, 
proves a curse. We see this remark ve- 
rified in many instances; and we have 
often ^experienced it ourselves. Worldly- 
minded men, patiently endu*e hardships, 
tyhenthey have a prospect of temporal ad- 
vantage ; and shall the pious be impatient, 
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with the pleasing' pi-ofcpect »©f a crown #f 
tifef Besides, this grace shines with pectin 
lia* brightness in a sutferiThg- saint. We 
see the excellency *of religion realized in 
his 4$wkfoet.i His countenance difccomew 
the calmness of hi* mind, <and his words 
convey lessons k>f wisdom* TAw* Lord,Q&w 
h&, suffer t& me'td\beh% thtfurnhce of affliction j 
tut I >dwe nat^c&rkplain.* Thy hand is up&n 
htof'-tott I art silent: Ttwu itutst Iwse toy 
W&rrtki\ Atftf tiMt k*f ttave mt to their hands* 
Oblfessed dfep^ticttjh O'fcajppy temper* 
Etet tls pray th#t s God mayfendue lis all 
Ttith this heWvealy g&cvthat we may bd 
able to say WfteF ev«ry ^ria4, ''I waited 
patiently *)r j ¥he Lord?) and he indued 
uhto me, and hieard my cay." , , : 

^J It fe n^essai-y not 'only to -fee patient; 
brit ttiterfuU h* all oiit -trials^ arid tempta* 
t&risi TWe a1r& directed to '•* count it all 
fay ^fceri we ' *tll into diteihr temptations/f 
ft may, indeed, seem strange io some tfca* 
a ptfecept s6 ! fedfttrary ta thfe feeling* of 
mankind, shbtild be given t6 the afflicted* 
Joy, it i&ay ber iaVgufed, implies ci*he*th« 
possession 6r the prospect of some good, and 
cheerfulness is quite in character, or a fit 
thing, when prosperity crowns our data* 
This We allow* but it proves ndthing.\ We 
maintain, yea and will maintain, that all 
the temptations of .a holy man, when rightly 
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tndurtdy prove real blessihgs in the end; 
that even white he tndures the pain which 
necessarily attends them/ he has a large 
portion of blesaedness in hk possessions and 
that his future prospects of blessedness for 
exceed those of the highest Worldly pros- 
perity. God, whose grace is sufficient, fa* 
Yours him with his special presence* and .alt 
works for his good. He can, therefore* 
u Rejoice evermore ; pray without ceasing; 
in every thing give thanks : for this is the 
will of God in Christ Jesus coocerninff 
him/ 9 Cheerfulness in trials.gives strength 
to: the soul, and enables a good man to en- 
dure with manliness. Wielded men often* 
tfink* under the* pressures 'of life. They 
have not that Support which is necessary to 
J>ear them up. All is darkness and gloo- 
miness to them : u but fight i* sown for the 
righteous, and, gladness* for the upright xtt 
heart." By faith they see through the dark 
clouds which hang over them, and by loyg 
they mount up to their native heaven. Paul 
and Silas, ttoaer the joyful influences of re- 
ligion, sung praises to God in prison, though, 
lore tvith stripes, loaded with chains, and 
Sdrrounded with the darkness* of midnight/ 
The' holy ftppstles were " troubled on every; 
side, yet nbt distressed; perplexed, but no£ 
in despair ;* ^persecuted, but not forsaken; 
cast dqwn, bqt not destroyed/* ' ; J 
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'#& Cheerfulness will produce firmness in 4 
friuls and temptations. If any thing in the 
World should inspire men with firmness, it 
is religion; for nothing else is of equal im* 
portanqe. A man. may lose all he has in 
this World, and be happy without it ; but if 
he lose religion, all is lpst. Recollect in 
temptation, that all is at stake. On the one 
haqd, you have the joys of religion here, 
and its rewards hereafter ; and on the other, 
the miseries of sin here, and its punishment 
hereafter. Therefore call forth, all your 
powers; employ them to the best advantage, 
and be as firm as a rock. Consider the firm- 
ness of suffering saints in .former ages. 
*? They were stoned, they were sawn asun- 
der, were tempted, were slain with the 
$word i' they wandered about in sh£ej>skins 
and goat*skins; being destitute, afflicted,, 
tormented) of whom the world was not 
worthy : they wandered in deserts, and in 
mountains, and in dens and caVes of the 
earth/* But they wcite : not ' moved from 
their steadfastness**— We observed above, 
that wicked men often sink under the pres- 
sures of life ; but this is not always the case. 
$hey frequently bid defiance to danger, and ' 
disregard pain, in their favourite pursuits. 
See the hardy soldier in a dangerous cam- 
paigri ; view him in the field of battle, sur- 
rounded with the dead, and awfully expos- 

Y 
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ed every moment to the shafts of death • 
See how firmly he proceeds ; no fear dt 
trembling 1 ; no wish to retire from danger ; 
only one sentiment inspires hi& breast, 
namely, conquest or death. See him, I say, 
and stand fast in the Lord thy God. Reso* 
lutely go on thy way in the strength of 
grace. Thus thou wilt become terrible to 
thy enemies : they will fall at thy feet, or 
flee from thy presence. 

4. But all this will not do without perse* 
verance* Many have fought bravely for a 
time, but have shamefully yielded at last. 
In this case, former victories turn up to no 
g*ood account. " Ye shall be hated (says 
Christ) of all men for my name's sake ; but he 
that endureth to the end shall be saved." 
The end* in this passage, refers to death, 
which ends our probationary state. A good 
man may imagine that the trial under 
which he now labours will be his last, and 
that he. shall enjoy uninterrupted r^st in 
tjie present world; but he will find himself 
mistaken: for trial will succeed trial, as 
wave succeeds wave on the stofrmy ocean ; 
nor will he enjoy a constant calm till he 
reaches the desired haven, and lands on 
Canaan's happy shore. There he will be 
out of the reach of trials, and his Lord will 
say, "Well done, thou gwxi and foithful 
servant : thou hast been faithful over a 
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few things* I will: make thete rulet- over 
many things : enter thou itito the joy of 
thy Lord." This leads to consider 

III. The promised reward. 

The man who endures temptation is 
^abundantly blessed in the present world? 
but shall be much more so in that which 
is to come. When he is fully proved^ he 
shall receive the crown of life. The crown 
of life denotes complete Victory, and per* 
manent glory. Earthly crowns, however 
bright, must fade, and those who wear* 
them must die; but the crown of lift 
fadeth not away, and he who weftrs it is 
immortal. This crown denotes not only 
victory and glory, but also all that bless- 
edness which will crown existence in a fila- 
ture state. There every conquering saint 
shall be blessed with the. glorious presence 
of God and the Lamb; the society of an- 
<gel« and ,the spirits of just men made per- 
fect; and such employments as shall be 
calculated to afford the most exquisite and 
refined pleasures. We are at a loss, indeed, 
either to express, or even to conceive the 
glories and blessedness of that world, but 
yte may be certain that they imply a 
freedom from all evil; an enjoyment of 
all. good; and endless duration. The inha- 
bitants "we before the throne of God, 
and serve him day and night in his tem- 



, ^Digitized by 



Google 



172 TEMPTATION* * 

pie : and he that sitteth on the "throne shall 
tjvelj among them. They shall hunger- 
no more, neither thirst any more*; neither, 
shall the sun light on them, nor any heat, 
^or the Lamb which is in the midfct of the 
throne shall feed them, and shall lead 
them to fountains of living waters and 
God shall wipe away all tears from their 
eye$/' . The rest we may leave to God* 
who will make known all we can desire to 
know, when he hasfound us faithful unto 
death. We shall then fully prove that the 
glory of crowns, the splendour of courts, 
arid all the unsanctified pleasures . of thd 
rich and great, are not worthy to-be sought 
by the candidates of heaven* 

The good man will receive the erown of 
life immediately after* death ; for then he 
is fully proved, and his probationary state 
comes to an end. Lazarus died, and was 
immediately conducted io "Abraham's* bo* 
som. The penitent thief, on the cross, was 
admitted into paradise on the very day h(e 
died. And the apostle Paul expected* 
when absent from the body, to be preseftt 
with the Lord. But it will not be till the 
resurreotion of the dead, that God. w&U 
.give all the glory and happiness which he ' 
has prepared for his saints: it isnot, there- 
Jbre, an improbable opinion, that those who 
are now in glory, are looking forward » with 
pleasing hope, for the full accomplishment 
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ef those promises which relate to that glo- 
rious event. Then death shall be swallowed 
%p in victory, and Christ will triumph over 
all his enemies. 

The crown is promised to all who love 
God. Love to God produces , obedience, 
and obedience will be rewarded. Love to 
God is a most powerful principle in the 
heart of a believer. Its influence extend* 
to every thought, word, and work. If love 
wax. cold, all the otfyer graces wither an$ 
die ; but if it continue to burn, they grow 
find flourish. 

God has. promised, the crown of life,, and 
his promise ^cannot fail. Heaven and 
earth must pass away, .bul his ^ord cannof: 
pass awa^/ Saints may depend upon hi? 
word,, \yithout ^either doubt or fear. H$ 
lias promised, and be will bring it to 
pass. - % Commit yoijr souls to him in well 
doing. Carefully imitate Moses, who 
"ijhese rather to suffer affliction with the 

-people of God, than, to enjoy the pleasures 
of sin for a season; for he had respect unto 
the recom peftse of re ward.*' 

•> " Ifow unto hipcitltftf>is able to keep you 
jfrom falling, a^d ..to present you faultlesa 
before the' presence of his glory, with ex- 
ceeding joy, to the only wise God, our 

.Saviour, be glory and majesty, dofninion 

-fed power, both now and evermore/* 

..Amen. 
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A Caution against Idolatry. 



. SERMON XXII. 

' mSSBSSSSmiSmk i "i i oT" 1 — B 

1 John v. 21. 
Little children keep yourselves jrofh Idols. 

IDOLATRY is a sin which dantiot pass 
unpunished. It has been the reproach of 
human nature, and the ruin ot all who 
have lived and died under its influence* 
In nations professing pure Christianity, 
there is no danger of that gross idolatry 
which has been practiced by the heather! 
nations ; but there is great danger of a 
more refined, but not less sinful, idolatry. 
In the sight of God a man may bfe an 
idolater Who never bowed down to an idol! 
Let us, then, seriously regard the advice of 
the venerable apostle John, to his young 
converts : " Little children kejep yourselves 
from idols." 

Let us, first, make a few general remarks 
upon Idolatry; and, secondly, tirg6 the 
caution contained in our text. 

I. General remarks upon idolatry. 

I. Gross idolatry, is that superstitious worship 
which men pay to idols or false gods. Tb&rei j% 
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a living and true God who made, preserves* 
apd blesses man, and whom he k bound to 
worship in spirit and in truth ; but having 
forgotten, and departed from the living 
and true God, foolish man has turned his 
attention to idols, and has paid those ho- 
nours to them which are only due to his - 
maker, preserver, and benefactor. When 
this gross idolatry first began to be prac- 
ticed cannot be determined ; but it appears 
to have been ancient, having spread far and 
wide when God called Abraham to leave 
his native country. What gave rise to i% 
js uncertain Heroes, perhaps, and men 
who had been signally useful in their lifei* 
time, might, after death, become the first 
objects of idolatrous wcwshjp. A suppo- 
sition that the spirits of those departed 
Jieroes and benefactors of mankind resided 
in the bright luminaries of heaven, might 
be the first step towards the worship of the 
heavenly bodies. The heavens not being 
always visible, might suggest the propriety 
of ma king such images for worship as would 
best represent those absent luminaries:. 
Hence were made god's of gold and silver, 
«f wood and stone. In process of time ij: 
was conjectured that almost every thing 
in nature had its peculiar god, and that 
man should pay homage to all the gods, 
Hence sprung up innumerable gods : moun* 
tains apd valleys; woods and plains; foun- 
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tains, rivers, and seak; virtue* and viees^ 
peace: and war; the particular -periods erf 
time; the different ages and cfo^nfetance* 
pf life ; and the various* implements of 
agriculture, all had; their tutelary deities 
in feet, the whole universe' sefemed t& 
swarm with these airy nothing's. -Fear 
had its votaries ; modesty and silfenfee had 
their altars.; calumny and imprudence 
apere also deified : hay, stables, dunghillsri 
bnd severs, had their guardian g**M-* 
(Thus the true God was forgotten afad his 
gploty gtv»ti either to mere creattires, or ttf 
objects ;af ,mere imagination. This grass 
Jdotafry'has spread over the nations. We 
Jiave many vestiges of it in our own -lancK 
$he nariaes . of our days, and of some of 
j6»r pionths, were given by idolaters. « Sun* 
iiuy was dedicated to the sun; Monday to 

/ '; - -.:.' ■■,..".'■••••: ' '-•'»•■ 

*. Nqx presided over night, sleep, and dreams: Satvrnovex 
*tjme and agriculture* Cybeli ovejr the earth : Aurora over the. 
morning : Janus over the year, founds of cities, gates, Sec. 
dtlos overtte'starry heavens: Jupiter or Jove over god's -and 
Ttoeri, Irtit especially over thunder : Juno over women, marriage, 
and child-birth : tfeptune over the sea, and horsemanship: 
Ceres over the harvest: Apollo over fight, medicine, mnsfc, 
and archery : Diana over woods, forests, and hunting.: Mar* 
%ver battles, discord, and tumults: Minerva or Pallas. t 0ver 
science*, arts, and war: Mercury or Hemes over merchants, 
commerce, rhetoric, and oratory : Vulcan over the forge dm 
mechanic arts : Venus over love and pleasure : Bacchm ore* 
rhirtfc and wine: and Pan over shepherds, groves, and pastoral 
life. SttWuli&i Geo. . *~ - 
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the btotii; Tutsdayto Tuesca; Wednesday** 
Wodw; Thursday to Tftor; Friday to Freya : 
end Saturday to Solum. We may alio rank 
with gross idolatry the Romish worship of 
angels, saiats r im agfcs, and relics; for it is 
as abominable in every respect as ; p!agan 
idolatry* That corrupt church has long 
copied: the ignorant and bewildered hea- 
thens ; and* perhaps, if the protestantfc 
had »jt stood forth, the champions of 
truth, all Eurbpe toould at this day haVe 
been as much derated to gross idolatry as 
heathen Rome. ; 

w %. Refined idolatry fethe substitution of ant) 
tiling,, in out affections, in tfti place of Gotb 
Now welcome a- little nearer home; krid 
perhaps we tnay i fi&d idolaters amongst 
professing' christians* A cdvetous man is 
called an' idolater because riches are sti^ 
prerpe in his affections. : GIuttpn& and 
.drunkards may be called idolaters, because 
they se»Fe their bellies mprc thaw God; 
The first and greatest command is, u Thoii 
shalt Jove the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart;" and, therefore, to love the credture 
more than him is idolatry* Complete 
happiness should be sought hxGod; but if 
Wfe seel* it in the Croature we are idolaters* 
Man, .who is weqjt and feeble, wants help' 
and support from God; but whefn he de- 
pends upon, and trusts in any other being, 

z 
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he makes, that being his idol. God re* 
quires, our highest praise ; but, alas, how 
often do we praise .ourselves and other 
men with idolatrous praises! We may 
idolize a husband, a wife, a child, a 
friend; we may idolize our houses, our 
lands, our gold and silver ; or we i may 
idolize ourselves. Whatever stands in 
the place of God is an idol; whatever we 
love most is our God. The world abounds 
with the rich bounties of an indulgent prtt* 
vidence, and all these good things may be 
loved, used, and enjoyed ijn moderation*; 
]but the heart must be given to God : "My 
son, give me thy heart." Recollect, then; 
if you give your hearts tp others, you are 
idolaters. Reproach not the ignorant 
heathens for their superstitious worship; 
but examine your own hearts and your own 
ways. Men are never without a god; fat 
if they have not the true God, they always 
hav? false gods. Let us carefully examine 
this remark; it may open our eyes to see 
jnany of those sins and follies which have 
been hidden from our view. Perhaps we 
shall see that instead of the one true God, wef 
have had many false gods ; and that the 
true God, whom we have forgotten, might 
justly cast us out of his presence for ever 
and ever. 
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JJ, Urge the caution contained in 

CUB TEXT. 

Many reasons may be assigned why 
christians, above all others, should keep 
themselves from idols. They have supe- 
rior light ; they hare seen and felt the* 
folly of idolatry; they have tasted the* 
pleasures of a pure spiritual worship ; they 
have superior privileges ; and they have 
Better hopes than other men. If they fall 
into idolatry; even the most refined, they 
give up the light which has shone upon 
their Understandings; the grace which has 
influenced their hearts, and all their hopes 
of future -blessedness. O beware! Let not 
the world seduce you by its bewitching 
charriis : let not' Satan deceive you by his 
subtle wiles : let not your own hearts betray 
you; God* is now supreme in your affec- 
tions, and resolve that he shall be so to all 
et e'tfrnty. To this end 

1. Meditate frequently upon the greatness, the 
glory, and the alfcmfficiencyofthe true God. 
Yod will- then see more clearly, the pro- 
priety of x his claims to your highest re- 
gards. The better jou know him, the 
more you will desire to enjoy him as your 
God. He possesses all you can want either 
in this world or in the next; and you will 
prove him to be a full, satisfying, and ever- 
lasting portion. 
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2. Oftm reflect upon the jolly qf idolatry. 
What are those idols which liien worship? 
How insufficient to supply their wants, tor 
protect therii ki danger, and to direct their 
steps through this dark world ! What 
can the world do for men? What $an 
these worthless gods do for ; immortal 
spirit*? Riches are uncertain, carnal 
pleasures soon cloy, and a sting is left be- 
hind which torments the guilty souL 
< 3. Think seriously qf the difficulties which 
men plunge themselves into, by departing from 
the living God; How can thfey expect the 
triessings of heaven, while they deny the 
God of heaven, and withhold from him 
that worship and service which he requires? 
Which of their idols can rescue them 
when he appears in judgment? "Con* 
sider this, ye that forget God, lest I tear 
you in pieces, and there he none to de- 
liver." 

4: Keep far from idolaters. Never deem that 
man your friend who is an enemy to your 
God. Bad example is powerful ; hut let 
it be your constant care to keep as for from 
•danger as possible* When duty compels you 
to mix with men who are without God, 
you may humbly claim the watchful and 
protecting care of God; hut there is not a 
possibility of escaping the fatal snares of 
worldly company, if we voluntarily run 
into it. 
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5. Watch over your own hearts. Our hearts 
are prone to wander from God,; but Jet us 
notice the first motions of evil, and in- 
stantly nip our sins in the hud- There 
can be no evil in our lives, if we indulge 
no evil in our hearts. / 

6. To conclude: Let us cultivate reli- 
gious tempers ; let us be much engaged in 
prayer ; and let us loyq, honour, and obey 
God in all things ; for then he will be our 
guide even unto death, and our portion for 
fiver, v 
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S ERMON XXIII . 

Eccles. xii. 8. 

Vanity of vanities, saitk the preached; all is x . 
vanity. 

&OLOMON had very considerable expe-r 
rience both of men and things. The ex- 
alted situation in which he was placed by 
divine providence, afforded him more ex- 
tensive opportunities of knowledge than- 
that of any individual in private life* 
Besides, he was a man of deep penetration, 
and uncommon diligence in searching 
after truth. The result of his diligent 
enquiries and long experience, was that 
view of things which is expressed in our 
text : " Vanity of vanities, saith the 
Preacher ; all is vanity/* 

Here are two things : first the preacher ; 
and secondly, his sermon. 

I. The preacher* 

A preacher, whose business it is to convey 
instruction, should be furnished with con- 
siderable stores of tcisdom. In this respect 
Solomon was well qualified for the impor- 
tant work. His " wisdom excelled the 
wisdom of all the children of the east 
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potmtry, and all the wisdom of Egypt— 
He was wiser than all men— And his fame 
was in all nations round about/' 
, Those Preachers who experience the im- 
portant truths which they teach, are the 
most likely to make deep impressions upon , 
the heajrts of their bearers. In this respect 
Also, Solomon was well qualified to teach 
his people. This hook contains a great 
deal of his own experience, as he had 

fassed through the varying scenes of life, 
t was therefore with strict propriety that 
he observed of himself, "My heart had 
great experience of wisdom and knowledge.'* 
He had proved many things; and found 
little else than disappointment and vexation * 
of spirit. 

God has frequently raised up men from 
the lowest orders of society to preach his 
word ; but Solomon was a royal preacher. 
He begins this sermon, by informing us, 
that these are " the words of the preacher, 
the son of David, king of Jerusalem/* 
Though seated upon the throne of a great 
nation, he did not think, it beneath him to 
preach. Happy is that nation which has 
sfech a monarch. 

It is indispensibly necessary for every 
preacher to be jaithful in the discharge of 
his duty, Few preachers have been more 
so than Solomon. His sermon does not 
flatter the pride of man. It gives no en- 
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couragefrient to' mere itaen of the wbfrld J 
but it is full of the mort trtoftifying^trttthst 
and of the most awful warnings, against 
those things which are most pleasing to 
corrupt and ckpravtd nature. 
II. The sermon- . 

The sermon proves that, all things in 
this world, are vanity to an unsanctified 
ipind. The word whicfc is rendered vanity 
implies either something wbicfy isr, empty 
in itself,, as vapour and smpke^; qrsoopa?? 
tjiing which proves empty rto ys$ o^l accquut 
qf its insufficiency to make us happy. Th* 
following remarks, I hope, will throw con* 
siderable light upon the subject 
• I. No work of God is 'in vain. All hi* 
work?, whether of creation providence, re- 
demption,' or J grace, ar$ ^reat, and gooA* 
" All thy works shall praise thee t O Lore}; 
and thy saints shall bless thee** poA 
nev^r made, one dreature., io vain. All. 
qreatijres,. from the arqh-anjel ;p heaven, 
to the meanest reptile on egrth— from th^ 
tall cedar bf Lebanon, to the most insignia 
ficapt, weed, have their proper uses and 
ends. There is nothing s uperfluous — nothing 
wanting jn the creation;' but aH ^hiqgs 
Jiave " beerj made by ex^cj weight anck 
iheasure. 

2. Some works of mm art, not win* M^ny 
of our works are not only useful, fyut *& 
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aolutely Accessary; and they are oetrer 

vain When they imitate thfe ; works 6f * God* 

To, be usefiil in life, we must plant and 

build* ^reap arid spwy buy and .sell ; we 

must instruct the ignorant, visit .the jsick* 

feed the hungry/ clothe 'the naked, and 

comfort the distressed. And who dare say 

these .frorks are ,vaixi? We engkge in 

them with delight i and we reflect upon 

them, with Inward satisfaction- 

v Ai Many things itu themselves Ore absolutely 

vain. J^xrioagst thestt we inay reckon 

tiemes which cannot be gratified : imagine 

lions which cannot be realized j- affection* 

which have ho suitable objects: curiosity in 

thingfe which are jiot useful* iktes* \thich 

fmly feed'ouu pride: riches in Such abtui*- 

daticfe, that we kiiowjiot hbw to dispose of 

them ; topipany which .corrupts our morale 

<frtss which has no other object than that 

<i£ attracting admiration : and fashidns^ 

srhich, being devised to. gratify vanity, 

-vary as the wind- These may appeal* 

substantial blessings at * a distance ? but, 

like vapour and smoke, they, contain 

nothing but erclptiness, and produce nd- 

thing but vexatious disappointment. 

4. Every thing, however good in itself, is 
wmity to a mind {Unchanged by the influences of 
the Holy Spirit. The mind of man is st> 
formed, that nothing can satisfy its large 
desires but GocL He must be supreme; 

2a 
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and every created object must be subor-* 
dinate in the affections, before solid hap- 
piness can be attained. Till this is the 
case, the mind is empty* and all enjoyments 
are vain. 

Happiness is the grand object of all our 
pursuits, from infancy to old age. We 
never lose sight of it for a moment. Are 
we covetous of riches? It is because we 
imagine they will make us happy. Do 
we ahh at honour? It is that we may 
possess happiness. Are we seeking sensual 
pleasures ? It is for the sake of the fancied 
happiness which they will afford. But our 
pursuits of happiness are foolish and vain. 
We turn this way and that way ; but can- 
not find the desired object. One thing 
says, ' It is not in toe/ And another, 4 It is 
pot in me/ But we still go on, and find 
vanity written upon every thing we ol> 
.tain. Then* we blame the works of God, 
and the constitution of human nature; 
though we understand neither the one nor 
the other. Wearying ourselves with vain 
pursuits, we sink into a discontented and 
murmuring temper, not reflecting that 
the cause of all our disappointments is our 
Owrt folly. 

When we turn to God, by repentance 
and faith, a new scene presents itself to our 
view. The world appears beautiful, and 
#11 the creatures good. Every thing 
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stands in its proper place, and yields that * 
kind and degree of pleasure which was de- 
signed in its original formation. The 
soul being renewed by grace, is easy and 
happy, and sweetly enjoys God in all his 
Works and ways. Painful worldly anxie- 
ties are banished; and tormenting grief, 
for the loss of creature good, is felt no 
longer. In this state every temporal en- 
joyment is viewed as the rich bounty of an 
indulgent God, and care is taken to im- 
prove jthese bounties to the best of pur- 
pose$. The creatures lead to the Creator, 
who is seen, felt, and enjoyed, at all times, 
&nd in. all tjiings; and he fills the soul 
with pjire and lasting pleasure. When 
this is our experience we can say with 
pavid, "Thou preparest a table before 
me in the presence of mine enemies ; thou 
anointest my head with oil ; my cup run- 
neth pver. Surely goodness and mercy 
shall follow me all the days of my life : 
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord 
fprever/* 

Thus, pure religion brings man back, 
in some degree, to his primitive state.; and 
he again tastes the joys of paradise* Not 
that he rises so high either in enjoyment 
or glory as man did when he was first 
formed ; but he is in a measure like him, 
and is rising to a higher state. Heaven 
will soon be open to him, and the redeemed 
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of the Lord, in Zion, will receive him as a 
friend and a brother. 

Let us, then, complain no more of the 
world in which we live ; but bless; God for 
all his glorious works. Let all our works 
resemble those of God, and then we shall 
never work in vain. Let us attentively 
study our own character and state as men, 
that we may not be deceived with our- 
selves. Let us examine all our weaknesses,, 
sins, and follies ; and we shall soon see a 
nee^of that salvation which is offered to 
Vs through Christ Jesus. Confiding in his 
merit, he vrill lead us to the enjoyment of 
all we can reasonably desire, both in thia 
world and the next : he will lead us to th6 
fountain of happiness, and while we drink 
the living streams, God \^ill be our father, 
friend; and portion* 

Neglecting ithis plan, all will still b6 
vanity and vexation of spirit; and we 
shall go oi> from one degree of vanity to 
another, till it will be too late to rectify 
our mistakes. Let us now consider these 
things, and lay them to heart* Let us open 
our syes, and turn away from vanities and 
lies. Let us seek God earnestly, nor rest 
till we find him ; and may we eryoy him as 
our chief good for ever ! Amen. 
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Growth in Grace and Knowledge 



SERMON XXIV: 



aPBT.iii. 1a 

But gr&w in grace* and in the knowledge of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 



THE christian life is perpetually exposed 

to danger, and cannot be preserved without 

constant watchfulness and prayer. In fhfe 

Terse preceding 1 our texU the apostle Petet 

jjives » solemn caution tp the Christiana 

of that day: "Beware lest ye being' led 

$way with the error of the wicked, fait 

from your owu steadfastness/* As much 

as if he had said, Beware of those dangers 

which encompas$ you on every side J and 

proceed in your christian course with the 

utmost caution: and that you may ndt 

fall from yqur steadfastness, use all thow 

means which will enable you to " grow in 

grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord 

Jesus Christ/- 

Here are two things: firat, we must 
grow in grace; and, secondly, we must 
grow in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
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L We must orow in grace. 

^?he divine life, like that of plants and: 
animals, is small in its beginning Our 
Saviour cpmpares it to a grain of mustard 
seed, whidh is the smallest of all seeds ; 
but which, by a regular growth, becomes a 
great tree. Thus our graces, though 
sjnall at first, may grow till they become 
great. 

The word grace generally signifies 
favour 9 kindness, and good-will ; and the j^race 
of God signifies that merciful- kindness which 
appears in the redemption and salvation of 
sinners by Jesus Christ. But, in our text, 
the word grace is applied to holy tempers 
and dispositions, which are the effects pf 
God's mercy and love; for," such is our 
state by nature, that we never could have 
acquired holy tempers without the grace 
of God. 

When a man is born of God, every 
grace is planted in him, though in a small 
degree, which he ever will possess; just 
as a plant or animal, however small, pos- 
sesses eveTy property of vegetable or animal 
nature. We are not, therefore, to grow by 
the addition of new graces ; but by an im- 
provement of those which we now enjoy* 

The principal graces in .which we must 
^row, are faith, hope, love ; patience, meek- 
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nessj gentleness; justice, mercy, truth; 
firmness, courage, and stability. While 
these heavenly graces encrease and abound 
in our hearts, we shall abound in every 
good word and work; and we shall grow 
daily in the divine favour and accept- 
ance. 

Our growth in grace should be universal, 
Tegular, and constant. All the graces 
must grow at the same time ; for one can- 
not grow alone. Lord Bacon says, "We 
must not proceed in forming the moral 
character as a statuary proceeds in forming 
a statue, who works sometimes on the 
face* sometimes on one part, and sometimes 
on another ; but we must proceed, and it is 
in our power to proceed, as nature dofes in 
forming a flower, or any other of her pro- 
ductions* She throws out altogether and 
at once the whole system of every being, 
and the rudiments of all her parts/' Our 
growth may be almost imperceptible, but 
£t must go on every moment. The religion 
of too many is like the gourd of Jonah, 
which came up in a night, and perished in 
a night ; but tjiat which is pleasing to 
God and profitable to man, may be com- 
pared to the stable oak, which grows con- 
stantly in all its parts, though in a way 
which cannot be perceived by the most at- 
tentive observer* 
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; That < We *&&y « grow* tet t» keep e v&# 

grace in full and constant exercise. There 

are but few days ki which peculiar ciiw 

cumatances and situations do not require 

thfe exercise of ^Vfery grace; and by -001*1 

3tant Exercise 4hey sttffengthei*aftd flourish* 

The metffw of grace must be constantly used* 

if we wfch io -grow in grace; for ift them 

we are fed* nourished, and supported* 

Prayer, reading the holy scriptures, pubLte 

worship, and the sacrament of the JLordfc 

supper, are means m which we receive 

those rich supplies of grace, by which Ott* 

grbwth is principally promoted* *Nt* 

means, however, unless connected with 

<the kindly influences of heaveb* can pro* 

iiiiftte dur groWthi The Sun of- Rigtaeoumts* 

-must shine upoh our hearts, and the re* 

freshing influences of the divine Spirit 

tfiust be 4e It, bt all the me&fts, howevei 

good, " will -. prove -completely us£fess< 

'At the same time, let us : eartfftilly guars! 

agftinst improper company, vain dress* 

<feensual pleasures, and a love of the Worldj 

ibr these have a deadly influence upoil 

th6 graces of the Spirit; and if we indulge 

ourselves in theift,' *we shall soon be 

- 41 twice dead, and plutfkfed up by the root." 

I ifaay further i-ei^uark, that * at cimfctant 

improvement of- affliction, «ftd frequent 

acts of self-denial, will cdn&idfcrabiy pi*tf> 
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HlWfe our growth in gh^ce?' TE6 irtofcj ifri 
mortify carnal tmture* thfe mote* rfcpidfy 
shall we increase in Spiritual graces ; Irtrf 
seltfdiidulg^nce iii prosperity,, and a mnf- 
muring Spirit iir adversity* scion desfroy 
fhe life of religion ih the sbul. 
i Growth in grace is so regular, that (ti 
<Jkri neither he felt by the peribn Who ex* 
periences it, nor seien hy the closest oV 
server, Except at distant periods. Hence, 
<0 know whether we are growing of uof; 
we tinust frequently compare oaf presetif 
tfate with 4 \frnat h? was some tinie : ago," 
There, are rii&ny 'useful quest^jbns vftiicltf 
4vc tnaj projiosfe id ourselves by tokf. pf 
tHal. • J5tes bur ldve of the wofcld ahateF 
Do our 'religiouk ei^oytnents enct^ase? 
Are xvd more cirfcumsp^ctin Out- conduct? 
Are Our hopes df glory brighter than th^ 
^ere ? O let us he sefidus in these erK 
druirfes f t fhey; are of yast i&j^taiii&r 
By growing In g^race we glorify (5o9, aM 
sfecure happiness*; hift hy declining from' 
religion we dishonour him, and rum Qtxt* 4 
shelves, '' • / r / v 

[ II. tV> -must vGRow ya thS jcN'pw*, 

LEDGE OF JBSITS CHRIST* , . , . <t , . 

. Knowledge^? two-fold, tetpiely, .tkeore* 
ticaly and experimental. B*th a*e r ne$es$ary ;. 
$nd tlie fitt$ a l^jrs tie fcundatio* -pf the 
sec W. fiv^ry 0hri?tiap. ilwmld tow *h* 
7 3b 
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real character of Jesus, as it relates to his^ 
person, offices^ aod works; his doctrines; 
his commands and promises; his. mercies! 
and judgments; his worship and word. 
To attain this knowledge, we should read, 
and diligently study, the holy scriptures 
of the old testament and the new; we 
should hear the ministers of Jesus, whose 
duty it is to instruct us in things pertain- 
ing to the kingdom ; we should converse: 
with those christians whose judgments are 
enlightened; and, above all, we should 
pray to the Father of Lights for that wis-, 
dom which cometh from above. 

But the best knowledge of Christ is that 
which is experimental. We know him 
experimentally as a Prophet, when we 
are taught by him ; we know him expe- 
rimentally as a Priest, when we enjoy 
reconciliation through the atonement ; we 
know him experimentally as a King, when 
we are governed and protected by him; 
and we know him experimentally as a 
Saviour, when we are saved by him. 

To grow in this knowledge, we must 
daily improve what we know in theory/ 
The moment W£ see a thing, let us apply, 
it to the best of purposes. Thus by fol- : 
Ibwing the light we have, more will be 
given ; and that twilight which we enjoy 
in our first setting out in religion, will 
lead to a glorious day. We see t however, 
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very great errors amongst professing chris- 
tians iipctl this important' subject. Some 
are fond of knowledge and disputations, 
but neglect grace and a holy conduct; 
others plead for practice ahd experience 
without $o much knowledge, like the 
papists, who say, tt Ignorance is the mother 
of ..devotion." .' 'The wise unite these; so 
that while grace Influences their hearts 
and lives, they endeavour to enrich their 
understandings with valuable treasures of 
^knowledge; justly, arguing, that religion 
^bopld begin with light in the jpdgijjent, 
and. that its progress should be marked 
with' encreasing light. — O may our jGod 
in this way fit us for a world of light ai>4 
purity, where ^e may enjoy hnji fpy 
ever! Arisen, 
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The Pur0 in Heart shall se$ God* '": 



$fcsw4<pttypite W hearty fix #f# $oJM* 

THE wickecfeess pf men*s liyfcs* praMedl 
(from the depravity of their hearts; anc% 
therefore, before the life cs*n tie pure, th* 
heart : must be cleansed. v The heart, in art 
Unconverted state, " is deceitful above stll 
fhings, and desperately wicked ;* but in 4 
converted state, it is renewed 1 in righteous-* 
lie$s and holiness after the image of God: 
'Real blessedness necessarily follows this} 
great change, God, who before was hidr 
den and unknown, is now both seen, ad- 
jnired, and enjoyed? ^Blessed are the 
pure* in heart : fpr they shall see God/* 

Let us, first, make a few remarks upon 
purity, pf heart : and, secondly, consider 
the blessedness which results from it. 

J* Remarks upon purity op heart, 

1^ Things are commonly said to be 
pure when they are simple, unmixed, and 
iincpjtnwnded with any other substance \ 
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W*J purity of heart, in thw respect implies 
sincerity apd simplicity, %s .opposed to th? 
-t#*se mixtures ox hypocrisy and . deceit, 
Th^t ?nau (says David) shall ascend the 
holy lull| who has clean haqds and a pure 
he^rt; and that l*K a P u ? e heart* he means 
/simplicity and: sipcerity, appears fronj. 
^hat immediately, follows: ^ 4 Who hath 
jwt lifted up hk soul tq vanity, npr aworty 
$eceitfojly , That Nathaniel >yas a mau 
pf thi^ cha^actef, appears ifrpm the teat if 
mony of oat- Lori: * Behold an. Israelite 
fncjeed, iij vphxpiv there is^np guile.? • ■ . 
y 2. Bj^t purity of heart, undeistood in it? 
$fcll meaning, impdies that , entire,* sanp* 
tjfication, - wji^elgr the he^rt is- cleansed 
from all eyy, a$d, filled with ;ail g90<U 
*oy a heart from* which '* old' things jare 
passed away, and all things are become 
pew/'/ The wder^H»4ing is enlightened, 
i^e will if spbdued, ^nd the affectum* arf 
placed np9n proper ol^pcti^ sififul thoughts 
ape banished; pride is rooted out* ap4 the 
goui is clothed with humility ; furious, pasj 
§iom arp destroyed $nd are succeeded bj 
pieekness aad gentlerjqss: undue love of 
|he^ world i*/ rooted vp, $nd tire supreme 
lore of jGjod k planted in the mind : mujr? 
muring and; complaining* are at an end, 
find cot^efntipen* is sweetly experienced in 
fvefy state j a^* in short* the cgrnal mind 
$ excl^nged lor the mwd which, was 1q 
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Christ Jesus. It necessarily follows that* 
God is all in all to the pure in heart*. 
They worship him in Spirit and in truth f\ 
and- constantly obey him with a willing- 
mind/ The tyranny of sin is at ah end, 
and the government of God, which fn 
every point of view is desirable, is. begun 
in the soul. The constant language of 
one who is pure' in heart is, * "Not my 
Hnrill; but thine be done;" Siucli a one niay 
be tempted to evil; but temptation is not 
sin* $e iriay feel' mimy ^eaknesses^ 
frailties, and infirmities;' but these are 
hot sins. He feels nothing within contrary 
to the'divirie nature, for every principle in 
his heart leads him to God and heaven, 
so that " whether he eat or drink, or 
whatsoever he d<?th, it is all to the fflorv of 

dot:- "■■■-. 

3. Doubts have been entertained, even 
by the pious, whether such* a state of 
purity can be attained on this side the 
grave. Th6y forget, however, that if it'be , 
not attained before death it cannot be at- 
tained afterwards ; for there is nb purga* 
tory after death to purify the polluted 
soul from 7 its sins. To say it is wrought in J 
death, is to say nothing at all ; unless the 
phrase, in death, signifies some intermediate 
state between a mortial life, and immor- 
tality: a thought which is *so 'absurd as' ^ 
p&± tp deserve a refutation. The j>Jain "* 
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:fyct Ui, thai death, ends this mortal life ; 
agd : the moinent we.dk, we enter upon an 
unchangeable state in the eternal worlds 
This great Work, then* must either precede 
deaths or we never can he. admitted into* 
the undefiled kingdom of God. If it pre- 
cede death an hour, why not a year — why 
not twenty years-r-why not now? Cer-- 
tainly God is hoth ahle and willing* to. 
cleanse us now; and if we are not cleansed, 
we may blame ourselves. Christ shed his. 
precious blood to cleanse us from all sin ; 
God expressly commands us to be holy; 
-He has promised to cleanse: us. from all : 
unrighteousness; inspired men have prayed 
for clean hearts; and our text pronounces 
the pure in Heart blessed. * . , . 

4. That we may attain. purity of Heart,* 
let us feel the need of it;. and use those 
means by which it may be attained. The 
principal means to he used are prayer and 
faith. Prayer opens heaven. God conde- 
scendingly says to the needy jsons of men, 
«* Ask, and it shall be given to you ;. seek, 
and ye shall find ; knock, and it shall be* 
opened to you." How can we expect this 

freat blessing, if we never ask for it!. 
Pill C*od force it upon us? It discovers 
great goodness in him. to shew, us the need 
of purity: surejywe shall not think it too 
much trouble to pray for the blessing 1 . 
But let us pray earnestly, and persevere in 
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fT$fet till we receive a gracious* afit^r; 
faith in Jesus is ,a necessary iheaAs fcf 
sane tificat ion. Faith purified the heart f 
and we are sanctified by faith in Christ 
Jesus. We trust in Jesua fbr patfdon: let 
us trust in him ftr holiness. When we' car* 
do so, the Holy Spirit is given in his clettfts-> 
ing influences, and the work is accom- 
plished. 

; II. The blessedness which result* 

#ROM PURITY Op HEART. 

; The blessedness of purity fer exceeds* alt 

tjiat can- be said upon the subject: it i* 

fetter felt than it can be expressed. Of 

the pure in heart <mt text say*, '* they 

shall see God." . This may imply tvto 

tjiing^ namely, that they shall have„ 

pleasing discoveries of God, and that flity 

shall enjoy him as thei* God. 

I 1* The discoveries of God, with which 

the pure in heart are favoured, refer both 

^o this world and the next In this world 

{hey see him in all his wonderful works 

of creation, in all his varied providences; 

and in the pleasing dispensations of his 

grace. Before, they had neither eyes to 

see, nor hearts to understand ; but now his 

Wisdom, power, and* goodness, meet their 

eyes in evetfy direction; and white they* 

see* they lore, adore, artd praise. In the 
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t$xt world, they shall see him face to face. 
AH' his glorious perfections will appear 
in a way unknown to mortals; and the 

.sight will prove an everlasting source of 
blessedness. 

2. The sight of God is accompanied 

. with an enjoyment of God. To see fre- 
quently signifies to -enjoy. A bare discovery 
of his glorious works and perfections, Un- 
accompanied with an enjoyment of him, 
would not make us blessed; but, the sight 
and enjoyment being connected, otfr 
blessedness is great indeed f In whatever 
way we view God, we can claim him as 
our own. His wisdom directs our steps ; 
hia power protects us from danger, and 
Jielps us to do his will; his goodness 
supplies our wants; his mercy pardons 
our sins ; his justice maintains our right; 
his purity is communicated to our hearts; 
and his glory is put upon us so as to make 
us glorious. What we now enjoy of God 
will be perfected hereafter. We shall en- 
joy him to all eternity. O blessed world ! 
Let Us hasten unto it ! It is within our 

\ reach. The way to it is both plain and 

I easy. The fotalest sinner on earth may 
become a pure and holy saint; and every 
saint on eajth, by steady perseverance, 
may become a saint in heaven. Amen. 

*+ . 

• 2C 
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The Christian Race. 
SERMON XXVI 



Heb. xii, 1,2. 

Wherefore, seeing we also are compassed abouf 
with w great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay 
aside every weight, and the sin which doth se 

. easily beset us, and lei us run with patience th& 
race mhiph is set .before us.. Looking unto, 
Jesus the author and jinujier of etir faith; 
who for the joy that wa$ set before li l im > en- t 
dured the cross, despising the shame, and is set 

' dmvn at the right hand of the throtie of God. 



JL HE words of our text are an inference 
from the preceding chapter, wherein the 
apostle gives many instances of triumphant 
faith amongst the worthies of former 
ages. Those worthies are brought to view 
for our encouragement and imitation. 
Wherefore, let us prepare for tHk christian 
race, and so run that we may obtain the ; 

{>rize. Each particular, in this passage*, 
eads to that which immediately follows, ' 
and/ therefore, we shall begin with the 
first, and proceed regularly to the last. 
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1 We ARE COlMPASstlJ ABOUT WITH A 
CLOUD OP WITNESSES. 

Here is an undoubted reference to the 
Olympic Games* in which races were run for 
prizes of great value* Those games were 
attended by tast lumbers of people from 
all Greece, from the extremities of Egypt, 
from Lybia, Sicily, and other countries, 
who were spectators of every Combat, and 
of every race. Thus good men, who ruti' 
for a prize of infinite value, are beheld by 
numerous spectators. The cloud of wit- 
nesses, here referred to, are the pious of 
former days, who are represented as look- 
ing on to see hbW we acquit ourselves. 
They are called a cloud, on accpunt of 
their number ; perhaps because a cloud 
contains a vast number of drops. Besides 
these, our conduct is witnessed by God, by 
men, and devils. All look on to see how 
we proceed in this important race, 

II.,ThE SPECTATORS BEING ASSEMBLED; 
WE MUST PREPARE TO RUN. 

1. Lay aside every weight : cast off every 
incumbrance: take nothing which will 
retard yotlr progress. Sin is properly 
called a weight. It not only binds us 
down to earth, but wearies and fatigues us 
in the discharge of duty. i Lay aside every 
sin, however pleasing or profitable it may 
appear* Unbelief, covetousness, pride, lust, 
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and passion, are deadly weights. Gfoaer 
them all up at once, or you cannot run 
the christian race. 

• 2. Even our besetting sin must he laid 
aside. That is our Insetting sia to which 
we are most addicted, and by which we 
qxe the easiest overcome. Oqr /besetting 
sin may he constitutional ; or it may arise 
either from education, employment, or 
our particular situation in life. It may 
vary. That which beset us once may not 
beset us now; and that which /besets us 
now may not always beset us. t Let us, 
however, find it out, and for ever lay it 
aside. It may be like a right eye or a 
right hand; s but pluck the one out, and cut 
the other off. 

III. Thus prepared, we must run 

WITH PATIENCE THE RACE SET BEFORE 

us. ... 

1. The race is set before us. It is clearly 
marked out, so that we have not to run in 
an uncertain way. It is set before us in 
t;he scriptures ; by the ministers of Christ ; 
and by the Spirit of God. The way is, in- 
ward and outward holiness. No other 
way than this is set before us by the Lord ; 
and we must be careful not to run in a 
way of our own. 

2. We must run. Running implies 
great exertion of bodily strength ; and this 
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figure is used to teach us the necessity of 
calling* forth all our strength, and exerting 
all oar power in the discharge of christian 
duties. Run as Lot ran out of Sodom : as 
the manslayer to the city of refuge. Thy 
life is at stake. Ruin is behind, and pur- 
sues thee fast O run from danger! 
Safety, peace, and glory, are befor6 thefei 
O run forward! Haste thee on the way ! 
Thou hast no time to lose ! 

3. W^e must run with patience. Diffi- 
culties and dangers call for patience. Thy 
way will lead to both ; but let patience 
have ifs perfect work. The apparent 
length of the way will require patience. 
When we set out at first we think of being 
soon at the mark; but after running 
some time perhaps it may appear a great 
way off: but exercise patience a little 
longer, and thou shalt hare the prize. 

IV. While we run, 'we must con- 
stantly LOOK UNTO JESUS. 

1. It is not one view of him that will 
answer our purpose. Looking is a conti- 
nued act, and it will be necessary for us to 
look to him all the way. Our eye must 
be fixed upon him every step we take. 

2, We must look to him as our great 
exampler. He has gone before us. View 
his spotless life, his zeal for God, his bene- 
volence to men, and his steady perseverance 
to the end. 
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3, We must look to him as beginning 
and carrying on the 'great work of re* 
demption qnd salvation. See him in the 
stable at Bethlehem; in his poverty at 
Nazareth ; in his agony and bloody sweat 
in the garden of Gethseraane; in the 
h^nds of the furious and deluded rabble ; 
in the hands of Pilate, scourged, and 
crowned with thorns. 9ee him on the 
cross ; in the tomb ; rising again ; at the 
right hand of God; and coming again to 
judge the world. 

4* We must look to him fbr direction in 
difficulties; for protection in danger; for 
support in weakness; and for comfort in 
distress*. 

V. Jesus is 1He author and the 

FINISHER OF OUR FAITH. 

1 . He is the author of our faith, as. he has 
revealed those blessed truths which we 
believe. We do not build our faith upon 
either creeds, articles, liturgies, .or homi- 
lies ; but upon the infallible words of our 
Lord. Articles and creeds may possibly be 
good ; but the new testament is . better 
than them all. 

2. He is the author of that faith which 
brings salvation. It is through him that 
we have a power to believe, and that faith 
justifies, sanctifies, and overcomes the 
world. He is the finisher of this faith 
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both as it centres in him, and as by his 
blessing it *s perfected in us. 

VI. For the joy set before him hf 

ENDURED THE CROSS, DESPISED THE 
SHAME, AND IS SET DOWN AT THE AIGHT 
HAND OF GOD. 

1. The joy set before him was the prospect 
of saving lost sinners, arid of being exalted 
himself, in his human nature, to high ho- 
nours in the upper world. We have also & 
joy before us similar to his ; for we may 
be useful to men, and our souls may be 
exalted to the heavenly world. * 

2. To obtain that joy he endured the cross. 
The death of the cross was painful ; but 
he endured without a murmur. O follow 
him in this respect ! You have a cross to 
endure; but endure as seeing the Invisible, 
and keep an eye to the recompense of re^ * 
ward. 

3. The cross was ignominious; but he 
despised the shame. It was below him to 
notice it. Let this be the case with us. 
Let us despise the ignorant reproaches of 
men. If we shun either the pain or the 
shame of the cross we shall lose the crown. 

4. After the death of the cross, Jesus 
sat doxvfi at the light hand of God. The 
phrase denotes a settled state of honour 
and glory. In that state he does not forget 
us ; but pleads our cause with the Father. 
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O let us raise our affections to him, that we 
may sit in heavenly places with Christ 
Jesus ! 

To conclude: Have we begun to lay 
aside our weights ? Have we begun to run? 
What progress have we made? Do we 
look to Jesus ? Let us try ourselves. Ye 
who scarcely walk, whose hearts are cold, 
nocv arise, strip off your sins, make a be- 
ginning, and hold on your way, that you 
may at length obtain the prize of your 
high calling of God in Christ Jesus. 
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Gkrwt our great High Priest. 
SERMON XXVII. 

I .1 1 (1 , 11 Ill I fil 

Heb. ir. 14-— 16* 

Seeing then tfiat we have a great high priest, thai 
is passed into the heavens, Jesus tfx son of God, 
la us hUd f&st'Akr jmofessim. For we fyve 

, mrttm high pries trwhieh etmnot be touched with 
the feeling of our i^rmkies; but one in nil 
points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. 
Let us therefore come boldly unto a throne of 
grace, ' that we may obtain mercy* and find 
grace to help in time of need. 

WHEN this cpjsflti was written, the con* 
verted Hebrews laboured lander a viofent 
persecution, and the evident design of the 
writer was to guard them against apostesy. 
The character of Jesus was tJegracted by 
the Jews ; but here it is represented in its 
greatness and glory. The law of Moses 
was extolled above measure; but here it is 
proved that the gospel b ^ far superior. 
It is proved that ChWst is superior to 
Motes : that to reftrse him will meet with 
greater £unishx^ent than that which was 
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inflicted under the Jaw: that Christ has 
provided a rest for persevering believers ; 
that the word of God is quick and power- 
ful, and sharper than a two-edged sword : 
and that having a great high priest who 
has passed into the heavens, we should 
hold fast our profession, and come boldly 
to a throne of grace, that we may obtain 
mercy, and find grace to help in time of 
need. This passage furnishes us with the 
following important observations : 

I. We have a great high priest, 

THAT HAS PASSED INTO THE HEAVENS, 
JESUS THE SON OF GOD. 

1. We have a gicat high priest. The 
law being a shadow of good things to come, 
we may consider thp Jewish high priest as 
a type of Christ. All the high priests 
were great men in the sight of Israel; 
but their greatness was only that of frail 
mortals. Christ, the christian high priest, 
to6^ upon him the infirmities of men; but 
" theiulness of the Godhead, dwelt in him 
bodily*" Finding him set. forth, in the, 
holy scriptures, as the Maker, Preserver, 
Saviour, >Qd Judge of the world, we are 
constrained ^o say, he is a great high 
priest. ComejxDoor desponding christian, 
pe encouraged t^g, view of his greatness, 
and goA»4lgr^y vftth boldness. 
■\* i* QBK high &mt is^tw^tkt Son q£ God. 

Jesus is called the ijpty of H&od^bofh, on ac- 

•* \ ' . ~ 1 * ' 

* y\* . ^ i ; 

* *-*' *~ "**• ■» m * i.i, mmj^^ \ Pic 
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count of his miraculous conception, and 
his resurrection from the dead; but he i& 
the Son of God in a higher sense. He is 
" God of God, Light of Light, very God of 
very God, begotten, not made, being of 
one substance with the Father, by whom 
all things were made/' How he was 
begotten we neither know, nor need to 
know ; but that he as properly possesses the 
nature of God,* as a child of man is pos- 
sessed of the nature of man, is most clearly 
revealed in the word of God. 

3. Our high priest has passed into the 
heavens. The open air i$ called heaven ; 
the region of the stars is also called hea- 
ven ; but ,the third heaven, to which the 
apostle Paul was caught up, is the. heaven 
into which Jesus has passed. As, the 
Jewish high, priest entered once & year into 
the holy of holies in the temple, to 
present before the Lord the blood of the 
yearly atonement, so Jesus has entered the . 
holy place to present his blood before the 
Father on our account. 

II. This shouu> encourage us to 

HOLD FAST OUR PROFESSrON. 

1. We have a profession. We prdfess to 
have renounced the world, to believe in 
Jesus, and to love and obey God; We pro- 
fess to be men of another world, and to 
have our treasure and our hearts in hea- , 
ven. This is a high profession, . and fart 
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more honourable than any other. Some 

pretend to conceal their religion, for feat 

«f apDearing hypocrites, when probably 

they nave none to conceal; bat, *i rea* 

christian, comes boldly forward/ and pre* 

Jesses his Lord before men. •> 

ft. We must Ao/rf yi*tf mt jtrtrftsnm. A 

mere profession is easily held feat ; bttt the 

true idea of holding fast our profession* is» 

that we hold fest those things which vta 

profess. We may naturally suppose that 

the primitive ^ christians, continually e» 

posed to insults* losses, banishment, and 

death, would not hold fast a profossieA 

after they had * lest the: possession of ipoi*e 

religion. The devil may tempt, lust paay 

entice, and the wdrld may frown t but let 

; us held fast* If we giro way, we shall 

\ perish; if we hold fast, we shall be 

Wtved. > ' / 

HI. Tub eoMi»ASsidtf of 6\jr smt 

PRIEST IS A FURTHER feNCOURAfeEMEfff 
• TO HOLD FAST. 

1. Our high priest is touched with a 
feeling of out infirmities* Here we hare 
two negatives which amount to a pdfeitifte 
assertion. " We hare not one thatctfwiot," 
is the same as If it had been said, we havfe 
one that can. The word, infirmity meajfts 
both weakness and affliction. Out high 
priest knows both ; for his eyes aje ever 
;» viipon us. He is touched with a feeliug of 
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««rr infirmities; lie commisseratea our 
case, and sympathises with us. How is *i 
tended 1 parent touched with the sufferings 
erf* a child? Judge* je fathers and mother*/ 
%h* hare suffering children. Jesus is thus 
touched when his followers suffer. When 
we are touched with a feeling of the suf- 
ferings of others, we fasten to their relief j 
and Jesus hastens' to our relief. This h 
what is v meant; for we cannot suppose 
that our high priest has now the painful 
feeling's of humanity; hut he has both 
Jx>we* and willihgriess 16 come to our help. 
©* christians, how great -is this «ricourager 
ment^ There inky not he a man on 
e&rth who either knows your infirmities, 
or feels- for you \tfhteh they how you* 
spirits dotm; hut you have a friend in 
heaven who knows all ydu Suffer, who 
feefe for you^ arid who will afford ddiverlug' 
grace. : 

2. He was tempted in att points like &s we 
are, yet without, sin. Are we tried with 

Eoverty? He had not. where to lay his 
ead. Are we despised of inen ? lie was 
hoth despised and rejected; Are we tempted 
by the devil P / ifhe devil tempted him m 
the wilderness of Judea. But temptatkfc 
and sin are very different things; r Sin is a 
transgression of tli6 law ; and if '"we $o not 
transgress, whatever our ^temptations art, 
we remain innocent. Je»us was tempted ; 
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but he was without sin. ;His nature was 
pure, and his obedience was perfect. Let 
us imitate him, and though we cannot 
expect a , deliverance from temptation, 
while we remain in this world, yet let us 
seek a full deliverance from sin, 

IV. Having such a great high priest 

WE MAY GO BOLDLY TO A THRONE OF 
GRACE, WHERE WE SHALL OBTAIN MERCY 
AND FIND CRACE TO HELP IN TIAJE OF 
need; ' ' ' ■ , 

1. A throne of grace is set up. God, as the 
governor of all created heings, sits upon 'a 
throne pf glory, which the weak eyes of 
men cannot now behold. A throne of 
awful justice yfill he set up- in the day of 
judgment ; hut now our (3od is seated upon 
a throne of grace.; ^Phe idea conveyed 
by this representation, is, that God is 
graciously disposed towards his rebellious 
subjects. God might command us, to ap- 
pear before a throne of justice, to receive 
that sentence of condemnation which our 
sins deserve. Were he to do so, we should 
approach with dreadful fear and terror. 
But, through a blessed Mediator, mercy is 
proclaimed, and the worst of offenders may 
obtain, reconciliation. 

2L , We may pome boldly to the throne of 
grace. All our prayers, whether private 
or public, should be addressed to God upon 
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this throne. Let us come to it every day^ 
and every hour. Coming boldly does not 
imply, impudence and audacity, but 
humble confidence. Let us not be afraid. 
Though we are sinners we have nothing to 
fear in coming to this gracious throne* 
It was set up for sinners. , We go, not to a 
sin-avenging God, but to a sin- pardoning 
God, who waits with open arm$ to receive 
returning sinners. 

3. We go to the throne of grace for 
mercy. Mercy is ever needful. The chil- 
dren of God have need of mercy. They 
may say daily, " Forgive us . our tres- 
passes." When we seek mercy at this 
throne, we are always successful. The 
words are not, come and ask for mercy, 
though that is implied; but come and 
obtain mercy. The apostle had no doubt 
of mercy being obtained by all who would 
humbly go to a merciful God. Go then, 
and he will blot out all your sins, and par- 
don all your iniquities. 

4. We go to this throne for grace to help 
in time of need. Though there As no time 
in which we do "not need the grace of God, 
yet there are some particular times in 
which we need it more than at other 
times. Thus when overwhelming temp- 
tations come — when terrible storms of per- 
secution arise— when poverty, hunger, and 
nakedness are our lot — \yhen pain and 
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weakness sefae dur fktilfcc^s-^cwid wt&t 
we plws through the gloomy Tmle of death* 
Wfc shall feel k a time of need. But let as 
pot yield to *nxiou» thoughts aJboat these 
things. It will fee time emmgh when they 
come to look for helping grace ; n*r stall 
we look in Tain, -for "as tiiy day fc, *o 
shall thy strength be." 

Ifeanks be to Go4 fo* stichahigh piiest, 
, and for such a throne of grace 4 . Let ut 
improve qur privileges, bear up under bur 
calamities, and endure to the end* Then* 
after haying 1 been conversant with God 
upon the throne of his grace, we shall see 
and eiyoy htm for ever idpaa the throne of 
Mb glory. AzBCln. 
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The duty of searching the Scriptures. 



S ERMON XXV1I L 

John t. 29. 
Search the Scriptures. 

THOSE men who deny the* divine au- 
thority of the bible, are unacquainted with, 
its excellences. Were they to bestow 
half the poxns in searching this blessed 
volume, that they do in searching for ar- 
guments against it, they would soon ac- 
knowledge, with that correct reasoner* 
Mr. Locke, that " it hath God for its au- 
thor, salvation for its end, and truth (with- 
out a mixture of error) for its matter." 

When Christ appeared in our nature, he 
gave evident proofs that he was sent of God ; 
but the unbelieving Jews rejected him. 
To convince them that he was indeed the 
Christ, the Son of the living God, he re- 
ibrred them to the scriptures* "Search 
the scriptures; (said he) for in them ye 
think ye have eternal life : and they are 
they which testify of me." 

Let us, first, make a few general observa* 
tions upon the scriptures; and, secondly, 
consider the duty of searching them. 

2 E 
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I. General observations upon the 

SCRIPTURES. 

1. The scriptures referred toin our text, 
are the books qf the old testament ; for, when 
Jesus spake these words, the hooks of the 
new testament were not* written. The 
new testament* however, is of equal autho- 
rity with the old; and they will either 
stand or fall together. The old testament 
without the new is uncomplete ; but both 
contain a full and sufficient revelation of 
the will of God to man. Whatever, there* 
fore, may be said in this discourse, must 
be understood of all th6 scriptures: 
- 2. The scriptures are called by several 
names, whieh we should endeavour to un- 
derstand. The word bible signifies the book, 
ancl this name is gifven to the scriptures 
by way of eminence and distinction. The 
bible is the book of books. The word 
testament signifies a will or covenant. This 
name is given because these books contain 
the substance of God's covenant with the 
Jews under the legal dispensation, and the 
ubstance of the christian covenant, which 
\vas sealed by the blood of Christ. The 
word scripture signifies a writing. This name 
is given, because the mind of God, being 
written in these books, is not left to uncer- 
tain tradition. These hooks are called the 
oracles of God; because th^y contain those 
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Wise and certain answers which God has 
given, from his holy place* to the enquiries 
bf his people. These books are called the 
tc&td bf God, because thev were written by 
his authority* «nd under his direction* 
The word holy is often connected with other 
titles, to express the pure quality, and the 
holy tendency of these books. 

3. The scriptures are divinely inspired. 
The men who wrote them professed to be 
inspired; and they have left such proofs of 
their honesty, wisdoto* and integrity, that 
Htfe canitot doubt their profession* The 
matter contained in the scriptures is so 
pure* ahd its tendency fee goody that it 
must needs htttte God for ite author. 
The mighty rhirattes which were wrought 
to prove the truths which arfe recorded in 
the scriptures* afford a strong proof that 
they have God for their ttutW. The 
ptdphecies contained ih these books are so 
htimertoiS, cle£r, and certain* that they 
fcould not be the production of mere men. 
Every pi-opheCy discovers the wisdom of 
that God who declares " the end from the 
beginning" These books, like the works 
of creation* will bear repeMed damnation ; 
and the more industriously we search* the 
more beautiefe we discover. And, what 
Convinces me as much as Afty thing that 
they ai-e inspired of God, k, that the pious 
ahd good always relkh them i but that they 
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are always offensive to the impious tad 
wicked. Infidels, actuated by the spirit of 
the devil - , have endeavoured to overthrow 
the sacred scriptures ; but, after every 
daring attempt, they still stand firm, being* 
built upon the rock of truth. 

II. The duty of searching the 

SCRIPTURES. 

. While others search the works of nature, 
afid the laws of nations, let us search the 
infallible records of truth. Do we want 
wisdom to guide our steps through this 
dark world ? Do we want consolation in 
distress? Do we want to find bright ex- 
amples of piety? Do we want rational 
amusement? Let us search the scriptures. 
Let us search them in oar closets, where 
all is calm and still; in our families, that 
our children and servants may bp in* 
structed; and in the public assemblies of 
religious worship, that all may learn. 
Let us lay down rules to ourselves, in 
searching the scriptures, and endeavour to 
abide by them. The following rules may 
be useful : 

1. Search $eriou$ly and reverently.^ God 
is so serious in all his commands, promisee, 
and threatenings, that a light and trifling 
mind cannot receive the word. Every 
thing in the scriptures is of serious impor* 
tance. Reverence the Author while thou 
readest the word! Look upon tht book 
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■with solemn awe! Habituate thyself, upon 
opening it, to think, This is the Book of 
God! 

2. Search the scriptures thankfully. Bless 
God for a revelation of his will. The 
Roman Catholics do not allow the com- 
mon people to read this hook; thousands, 
in the hfeathen world never heard tell of it ; 
but thou art in a protestant nation, and the 
holy bible, faithfully translated, is put into 
thy hands. Let it be sweet to thy taste* 
* The statutes of the Lord are right, re- 
joicing the heart; the commandment of 
the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes. 
More to be desired are they than gold, 
yea, than much fine gold : sweeter also 
than honey or the honey comb." 

3. Search attentively. Examine every 
sentence with studious care. Compare 
one part with another, and those parts 
which are plain will throw light upon 
those which are obscure* Some read these 
sacred books as a silly girl reads a novel ; 
but let us attentively weigh and examine 
them, for they are of infinite importance. 
When Ezra read the law to the Jewish 
people, "the ears of the people were at- 
tentive to the book of the law/' 

4. The scriptures should be searched 
•yitlj prayer. Entreat him, by whom they 
were inspired, to open thine understanding* 
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Consider David's prayer: "Open thou 
mine eyes* that I may behold wondrous 
things out of thy law." The Holy Ghost, 
"by nis secret influences, can open our 
eyes; and if we ask for this blessing, we 
hare, every reason to hope it will be 
granted. 

5* Search the scriptures with jaith. 
Give full credit to every word of God. 
Some things may be above our capacity ; 
tat that is not a sufficient cftufce of unbelief* 
Contradictions may appear at first sight? 
but, when examined impartially they will 
all vanish. Faith in the word will make 
the scriptures an unspeakable blessing i 
unbelief will make them a curse. They 
are a savour of death unto death to unbe- 
lievers ; but to believers a savour of life 
unto life. 

6. Humility is necessary in searching 
the scriptures. A proud spirit calls every 
thing in question ; an humble spirit receives 
all with thankfulness* It is the pride of 
the understanding which has made so 
many infidels. They have been wise abome 
what was written—wiser in their own eyes 
than men who can render a reason* 
Lean not to thine own understanding; 
but submit to be instructed by God. If 
reason were a sufficient guide, there would 
be no need of revelation* 
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% We should* search the scriptures 
wisely* ftnd entejr deep into divine truth; 
but we should not make mysteries Mfhere 
there are none* Curious, half-witted men, 
pretend to find in the scriptures what Go4 
never revealed. It is wise to search for 
the real weaning* of the Holy Ghost* 
In doing so, we must understand passage* 
in the ir plain grammatical sense. $pirir 
tuaJking* so called, frequently betrays 
great weakness of intellect. Some pftssa* 
ges, indeed, must he understood spiritually; 
hut let u* not imjagi^e that the spiritual 
roeanicg is some far-fetched allegory* 
Most passages, in their plain, literaj, granv* 
matical sense, eppvey a spiritual meaning, 
and establish some spiritual truth. 

8. Search every part of the script ures; 
Go through all the hooks regularly. 
It is wrong to read only here and there ^ 
ehapter, and- here and there a verse. I, 
would advise every one, that he may seQ 
the great design of the whole, to begin at 
the beginning, and go regularly through 
every hook to the end. At any rate, we 
should read one book through before 
ahother is begun. Thus we shall see all 
the designs of the Holy Ghost in this reve^ 
lation> and tl*e result will be a rational 
and comfortable view of the whole bible. 

9* Search the scriptures frequently. Set 
apart a portion of time every day for this 
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important work, and let no business hinder. 
When we set about any other business , 
upon this plan, we generally succeed ; and 
why not in reading the scriptures ? Surely 
the reading of this book is of greater mo- 
Iment than any other business. Let us 
never think the time lost which we spend 
ir^ this way* We have read volume after 
volume of mere trash. Novels, plays, 
and romances have destroyed many of our 
precious hours. Henceforth may the bible 
be our delight ! 

10 Above all, search the scriptures prac- 
tically. Desire to learn, that thou mayest 
obey. Bring truth into practice and ex*> 
perience. Then this book will be " a light 
to thy feet, and a lamp to thy path/* 
To read practically, \ye must often stop 
and ask ourselves questions. For instance : 
I read, "Blessed are the meek;" and I 
ask myself, Am I meek? "Blessed are 
the merciful : ,f Am 1 merciful ? " Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart :" Do I thus love him ? 

Thus, while we search the scriptures, 
we shall feed upon them, and grow up in 
the life of God. They will be: a safe 
guide to a better state, and a comfort by 
the way. Let us teach them to our chil- 
dren, and may both they and our chil- 
dren's children read, understand, and obey 
theheaffnlyoractes* Amen* 
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SERMON XXIX . 

Luke vwi. 18. 
Take heed, therefore, haw ye hear. 



JL HE most important dutiep, yrhen iro^ 
properly performed, are offensive to God^ 
The dqty .itf heuiripg sqmions is y^stly ii»- 
.portant, and #et, Iiqw little 4* it regarded ! 
Some (^ftrqely ^ver hear at all, and vthere, 
who statedly attend, hear a/5 if they, were 
not $pcp*Hjtahte to QqcJ. Perhaps there is 
po d\lty which is jnor<? generally abused 
than that of hearing the word. Hence wp 
gee the necessity of the caution in our texjt, 
«« Take he§<jl h$w ye hear/* 

Heye ai^ two things to he considered:, 
.first, we shpjild he*r sermons ; and, se- 
condly, yv$ shpuld t^ke hped hpw wp 
hear. 

, L We should h?ar sermons, 

1. I s^all say nothing* aljout the ptaci 
itfher£ we #l#»ld hear the wpr<| of Go4. 

8, 2 f ^ 
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The best rule, amidst all the sects whicli 
divide the christian world, is, to attend that 
place, where We clan be best instructed, 
and most edified. 

2. That it is a duty to hear sermons ap- 
pears evident from this consideration: God 
has appointed men to preach *he gospel 
to every creature, and the duty of every 
creature to hear, is implied in the com- 
mand to preach. As God is pleased to 
send his messengers to us, we cannot do 
less than give them a hearing. God re- 
quired the Jews to hear his prophets ; Jest*? 
heard the woJrd in the synagogues; and 
•those who neglect to hear, pour contempt 
upon that God who gives the word. 

3. To hear the word is a privilege. 
Are we ignorant? The word, faithfully 
preached, conveys instruction. By this 
means we learn those important truths 
which are necessary to salvation. Are we 
mourning under a sense of sin ? The 
ministers -of the gospel direct us to the 
Saviour of the world. Are we tried arid 
tempted? The word not only affords us 
comfort under every trial and temptation, 
htxt points out the means of deliverance. 
Are we careless and trifling? The word 
quickens and enlivens our- souls; In short, 
by hearing we are fully taught what is 
necessary to b6 known; we are warned 
against what is hurtful; we are directed 
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to Tribal is good, and we- are encouraged 
bjr blessed hopes of immortality. 

Ih We should take heed how we 

HEAR. 

1. That we may hear profitably, we 
should prepare bur minds before-hand ; not 
daring* to run intathe presence of God, as 
the giddy multitude to a play, or other: 
places of amusement. Lay aside every 
temporal concern, and leave the business 
of the world behind. Enter your closets, 
and pray for the blessing of God both 
upon yourselves, your ministers, and your 
fellow-worshippers. He. who goes from his 
closet to the house of God, is sure to obtain 
a blessing. > 

2. The mind of every hearer should be 
divested of prejudice. Prejudice against 
either the place, the minister, the people, 
the doctrine* or the mode of worship, will 
be/ sure to hinder us of a blessing. Con- 
quer this vile disposition, and hear with 
candour. Be open to conviction ; and think 
charitably- of all who differ from thyself 
in opinion. Thus thou wilt be prepared 
jbr a~ .comfortable reception of the truth, 
and for a firm rejection, of error. - 

• 3. Hear attentively. When God speaks 
either ,by a prophet or by any ordinary 
messenger, the people should be attentive* 
The matter of which sermons are composed 
is in general important, and demands at- 
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faitfotw Recotleet, the sermon which yati 
now hear may be die last that your shall 
tfVtfr h*tti\ Refcollect ate* that you a*e to 
give account for every sermon you hear ~to 
the Judge of quick and dead* Attention 
Strengthens the memory; and those ser- 
mons which are heard attentively, are not 
«oti fofgottenr That you may be attentive* 
feel a deep interest in what yoirhear* If « 
Will be read, in which we are concerned, 
hdw attentively we heir ! 

4. Hea* fbr vourstlves. Soirte hear only 
ibr tKeit neighbours. When a striking 
remark k made, they think, this will sort 
iuch & dne* tJow commonly do we bear 
people say, * I thought of such a one while 
the preacher was ureacfcirig/ Arid didst 
thou forget thyself r Hadst thou ito inte- 
rest in die word ? Was there aa peer* 
suitable to thy case ? > 

5.' As the word of God is a blessing, it 
should be h4ard with thankfulness. Surely 
it is u Messing to sit under the joyful sounds 
How many thtere are who never heard the 
tvord ! How many there are who are 
hindered by sickness! Bless God, then, 
for every sermon.' Thankfulness for the 
Word wfll bring thee ofiten under its sound ; 
but if thou art not thimkfal, Ihou wilt ne^ 
gteot these preciotis **pportunities. 

& Mix faith with hearing. It is said of 
the Israelites in the wilderness, "The word 
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poached did not profit them, not being 
mixed With feith in them that heard/ 9 
We are not bound to believe every thing 
that a preacher may advance/ for that 
would be to suppose him extraordinarily . 
inspired ; but we should believe all that he 
advances agreeable to the scriptures, and 
then our faith will be a means of our pro* 
fitting. Faith in the Commands which 
may be delivered will lead as to obedience; 
faith in the promises will afford eneou* 
ragement; and faith in the threatening* 
will inspire tis with a sacred dread of 
Wfending. 

. 7. Guard against curmtiy in hearing* 
Some run all over the country to hear 
sermo«& They love great men ; but per- 
haps have but little love for the truth* 
I have read of two French preachers who 
were both very much followed, though 
their talents were very different. The on* 
was remarkably popular ; the other re* 
markably. useful. It was common for thf 
people, when they had heard the popular 
preacher, to say, * Surely there never wais 
such a man as this* 9 But when they had 
heard ths uteful preacher, they would b? 
. trying, as they went home* 'Lord, have 
mercy upon w : Christ, hare mercy upon 
us*' Fix upon useful preaching* and ge- 
uejtelly keep to one place ; but dare not to 
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hear an unconverted man; for he runs be* 
for? he is sent, and cannot profit the people 
at all. 

8. Be a constant hearer of God's wnxL 
Be not hindered either by business, com- 
pany, or weather, unless in extraordinary 
cases. Some tell us that they can read a 
good sermon at home. We do not deny 
this; but recollect, a sermon heard in the 
house of God is blessed with the power of 
that Holy Spirit who is in the midst of re- 
ligious assemblies. In God's house we 
are in God s way ; at home we are in our 
own: so that it is better to hear even a 
poor sermon in the house of God, than to 
read a good one at home. ■ 

9* Hear the word devoutly. Pray to* 
God to give thee the hearing ear and the 
understanding heart. Beg earnestly that 
power may attend the word, and that it 
may be made a general blessing. Often 
lift up thy heart in short ejaculations for 
thyself and every person present. 

10. Be an humble hearer. We are all 
unworthy of the word. Some proud spirits 
come to hear, who hold both the preacher, 
the people, and the word, in contempt. 
We sometimes boast that great men were 
in our assemblies, without considering what 
spirit they were of; how they despised us ; 
or how they railed against us when they 
went away. 
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11. Apply the word. The preacher must 
apply ; but that will be of little use, unless 
the hetfrers duply for themselves. Sermons 
unapplied, line food undigested, do more 
harm than good. As a bad digestion is a 
proof that health is wanting, so a bad ap- 
plication of the word is a proof that the 
soul is sickly, and out of health. 

12. After we have heard let us go away 
silently, enter into our closets, and pray for 
a sanctified use of what we have heard* 
It is shameful after a sermon is ended to 
hear the people begin to talk about com- ' 
nion worldly affairs : nor is it less shameful 
to See them lounge about the door of a 
place of worship, as if what they had 
heard were to be forgotten. Go thou and 
reduce all to practice. " Blessed are they 
that hear the word of God, and keep it." 
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SERMON XXX, 

lTH«S.T.lt 

Pray without ceasing. 



'PtaAYJBft * <3od j»* «% in *hfcb *U 

4ik» iMl foeqwrtf ly <*£*%?*, and a pri»- 

ftg* 'whfch ali may fq#gr. The m*n wbp 

-fiegfaftte jto&poot Ihre a xeligicHii; iife : Air 

Hie body niay as easily Jive without breath. 

jh> -the soul without prayer. Prayer is 

ftht fereaih of the soul ; and when we 

ceiwe *q breathe after Qoi, we erase to 

live to God, Let us then "pray without 

ceasing." 

Two things are clearly taught in this 
passage: first, we should pray; and, se- 
condly, we should pray without ceasing* 

I. We should pray. 

Let us make a few general observations 
upon prayer, 

1. Prayer should be addressed to God, 
who is the fountain of all good. What- 
ever we want, whether it relate to this 
world or that which is to come, we should 
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Kumldy ask sX hisbouhtiful hands. While 
heathens pray ta idols, and deluded papists 
to departed saints, let us pray to the su- 
preme God, who is our father* and the 
father of our Lord Jesus Christ; 

2. We should pray in the name of Jesus. 
God will not suffer us to approach him in 
our own name, " I am the way, (saith 
Christ) and the truth, and the life. No 
man cometh unto the Father but by me." 
Prayer offered up in the name of Jesus is 
successful. " Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in 'toy 
namei he will give it you." How encou- 
raging! 'How many hinder themselves of 
a blessing, by neglecting to pray in the 
name of our adorable Lord ! 

3. When we consider the vast distance 
there is between us and God, it will appear 
necessary to pray with humility: We ad- 
dress a Being whom angels worship with 
reverence, and before whom they fall on 
their feces, as a token of deep humility. 
When Abraham prayed unto the Lord, 
upon the plains of Mamre, he said, "I 
have taken upon me to speak unto the 
Lord, which am but dust and ashes." The 
deeper we sink in humility, the higher we 
rise in the esteem of God, 

4. All prayer should be offered up in 
faith. We are expressly commanded id 
M ask in faith ;" and it is said, " The prayei* 

% P 
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of faith shall save the sick." To pray m 
faith implies a firm belief that God will 
both hear and answer our prayer; ami 
this belief is founded on a persuasion that 
we pray according to the divine wilL 
Hence, we must pray only &r lawful 
things: how can we offer up prayer in 
faith when we ask -for things which are not 
lawful? 

5. Fervency is necessary in prayer. I£ 
our affections are languid, devotion loses 
its soul, and degenerates into a. worthless 
formality. Christ directs us to be impor- 
tunate in tfxis solemn duty; This will ap*- 
pear highly necessary when we consider 
that unless we are importunate, we cannot 
be in earnest ; nor do we see the value and 
importance of the things <for which we 
pray. To make us feel, therefore, God 
requires us to be in earnest. 

6. But our fervour in prayer should 
always be accompanied with submission. 
We should submit to the time when iGod 
may please to bless ; and when he does not see 
it fit to answer, our prayer at all;, we should 
submit. For sometimes we want a bless- 
ing now which mfcy be more fit for us at 
another time; and sometimes our prayers, 
though lawful and necessary in our own 
judgment, may not appear so 'to infinite 
wisdom. Submission in prayar is founded 
upon a persuasion tfoat <GocL tnows (better 
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than wt do both when to bless and what 
will prove a real blessing*. O leare all to 
him; for he doeth all things well I 

7. Pray by the mds of that Hofy Spirit 
who helps the infirmities of good men. 
Let ns ever be found " praying* in the 
Holy Ghost/ 9 Prayer, without the divine 
influence of the Spirit, is cold and formal; 
but, under his influence, there is that life, 
vigour, and spirituality, in our prayers, 
which renders them both profitable to us 
and pleasing to God* 

8v Sincerity of heart is absolutely neces- 
sary in prayer. Gbd looks at the heart* 
Some draw nigh to him with their lips 
only; but their prayers cannot be heard. 
Prayer which is not sincere is an awful 
jnockery of God, and Sooner or later will 
be punished with just severity. Let us 
theit draw nigh with our hearts, and let 
otir words, however plain and simple, ex* 
press our real- desires. Recollect j true 
sincerity in prayer is far more pleasing to 
God than polished expressions* 

9. Our prayers should frequently be of* 
ferfed up in secret. «* When thou prayest, 
enter into thy closet, and when thou hast 
shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is 
in secret; stnd-thy Father which seeth in 
secret shall reward thee openly." The 
man who neglects secret prayer is uncon- 
cerned about religion ; and whatever pro* 
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fession he may make, he can only be con^ 
sidered either as a deceiver of others, or* 
one who is deceived himself. O let us- 
often pray to the unseen God, when retired 
from men, and from the busy scenes of this 
perishing 1 world ! 

10. Secret prayer will prepare us for.* 
that which is public. We should call our 
families together, and pray with them, lest 
the fury of God should be poured out upon' 
us. " Pour out thy fury upon the heathen 
that know thee not, and upon the families 
that call not on thy name.* We should 
join the assemblies of God,, and pray with: 
them, that our .prayers may go up as holy 
incense before the Lord. How encourag- 
ing is the following, passage in the book of 
Revelations : " And another angel came, 
and stood at the altar, having a golden 
censer : and there was given onto him 
much incense, that he should offer it 
with the prayers .of all» saints upon the 
golden altar which was before the throne* 
And the smoke of the incense which came 
up with the prayers of the saints, ascended 
up before God, out of 4he angel's hand." 

11. We should endeavour to pray with 
suitable words. Some, that they may do so, 
make use of pre-composed; forms. We do 
not absolutely condemn all forms of prayer? 
but they are in general unnecessary. The 
re^l desire of the heart will direct a^ 
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ttmn to suitable words, at least to such as 
will please God* Forms cannot suit all 
cases; and, therefore, no man should be 
bound to use them upon all occasions. 
They may be advantageously used by a 
man in his family who has not the gift of 
prayer ; for it is better to use a form than 
to neglect the duty. But all who pray in 
public, as the mouth of the people, should 
be able to express themselves in such words 
as may not be liable to just -objection. 

,12. In prayer we should pay some at- 
tention to the posture of our bodies. Three 
postures, in prayer, are mentioned in scrip- 
ture, namely, standing* kneeling, and pros- 
tration on the ground. Let us mostly 
kneel. : It is an humble posture, and more 
proper in public than prostration. . In pri- 
vate, ;upon particular occasions, we may 
fell down before the Lord. To sit at 
prayer is . an irreverent posture. If we 
cannot kneel, let us stand up before our 
God. 

II. We should pray without ceas- 
ing. 

4 1 . This does not imply that we should 
always be engaged in devotion. Other duties 
of great importance frequently demand 
our attention. At the same time, let us 
not forget to mix prayer with other duties. 
Mental prayer, or the prayer of the mind, 
may be engaged in, without rocal prayer* 
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or the prayeiJ of the vote*; and skuwt 
ejaculation* may be offered up to God even 
in the midst of business and company. 

2. But the precept in our text implies 
pcrtetieranct in prayer. Eve*y new day 
should find us still engaged, at proper 
intervals, in this important duty; and every 
tour should find us in a, devout temper, 
or what is commonly called the spirit 
of prayer* Having once engaged hi this 
duty,, wfe mtiat hold out to the end. We 
shall have as much need of prayet to- 
morrow as to-dayv The daily sacrifices, in 
the Jewish worship, accompanied with the 
praydrs of the people, Were to he kept up 
without ceasing 1 . O let us ever be found at* 
tending to this duty till Qod calls us up to 
.heavtim, where prayer will end in everlasting 
praise* Thus we shall daily have a full 
supply of bleftings ;• And enjoy a perpetual 
uaioft and communion with oar heavenly 
Father. Amen. 
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SERMON XXX I. 

Luke ii. 10, 11. 

And the angel said unto them, Fear not ; for he- 
hold, I bring you glad tidings of great joy, 
nchxctekaU be U all people. Ear unto you is 
horn this day, m thfi city offiavfa q Saviour, 
which is Christ the Lord. 



j/HE birth of Jesus had been clearly fcre~ 
tpld by the Jewish prophets, and long ex- 
pected by all nations. At length, when the 
Alness of time was<oome, he appeared ia 
human mature. An angel from heaver* 
announced his birth to certain poor shep- 
herds, who were watching their flopfes by 
night. Every thing relating to the invi- 
sible wprjd is awful, and the appearance nf 
an angel or spirit is calculated to inspire 
the boldest mortal with terror. No won- 
der, therefore, that the shepherds were 
" sore afraid" when " the angel of tl*e Lord 
paqae uppn them" and " the glory of the 
I^wd shone round about." But they were 
greatly encouraged by the message Vfeieb 



Digitized 



by Google 



240 CHRIST'S NATIVITY. 

Re instantly delivered: "Fear not; for 
behold, I bring you glad tidings of great 
joy. ; - * ' • - 

This passage contains two parts : first, a 
Saviour was born in the city of David, 
who was Christ the Lord; secondly, the 
proclamation of his birth was good tidings 
of great joy to .-all- people*. -We shall add 
a few remarks upon the festival of Christ's 
nativity, ^ 

I. A SAVIOUR WAS BORN IN THE <CITY 
OF DAVID, WHICH WAS CHRIST THE 
LORD. 

I. A Saviour was born. Our Saviour 
was born at the time foretold by Daniel, 
whose seventy weeks were nearly accomplish- 
ed; Commentators are generally agreed 
that those were weeks of years ; and 
seventy multiplied by seven makes four 
hundred and ninety* the exact number of 
years from the going forth of the com- 
mandment to restore and rebuild Jerusalem 
to the time when the Messiah was cut off. 
— He was born of a virgin, by the over- 
shadowing of the Holy Ghost, that he 
might not be infected with human de- 
pravity. — He was born in mean circum- 
stances. The Jews expected a temporal 
kingdom ; but the kingdom of Jesus was 
to be spiritual. They looked for a tem- 
poral prince, clothed with earthly gran- 
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4fcur ; %at ^hen they *&w' Jesus, they per*, 
ceived li© bfeauty, that they should d&rire 
Jiitti. Christians, enlightened from above, 
h&ve tery different v&ws of M6&iah. To 
jtfteift his birth, though in ft tetablte, appears 
'MoriOtis.^ THey receive the glad tidings of 
life fcirth with grateful hearts; ftfid know, 
tfey certain ^Xperiende, that he is a Sariouir, 
dud a 6R£at OKE/— Many temarkafele ctr- 
fetonstances took place at his birth. An- 
gels camfe dofth <fironA heaVfen to wo*«hip 
at hfe fetet. " When he (the Father) 
tfrihgeth in the first-bfegctten into thfe 
Tfrorid, he saith, And let all the angels Of 
€!6d Worship hurt.* It is £aid, thougk 
soifte have doubted it, that the tei&plfe of 
J&nug, at Rofoe,' was then shut, in token <*f 
universal peace ; but even thbfee who deny 
its being shut at that time, allow that thte 
world was theii more traiicjuil than it had 
fefeen foi- a lbng time before, and that the 
period wketi Jesiis descended tipoh efttth 
*&ay fee caWfed, Tfie pacific age. A fttvour- 
iafote time for the setting up of that king- 
dom which is "righteousness, peacfe, and 
jby in tb£ Holy Ghost/'^-Some mefc Aft 
scourges to mankind ; bdt Jesus was bcttii 
t4 be a Saviour. 4 * It_ is a faithful saying, 
&nd worthy of all acceptation, that Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners/' 
Sinners are lost, and none can save but 

2g 
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Jesus; and he is as willing as he is ableXb 
save all that come unto God by him. 

2. He was born in the city of David* 
Bethlehem was but little amongst the 
thousands of Judah ; but it was rendered 
famous by being the birth-place both of 
David and Jesus. The prophet Micah 
foretold that Bethlehem* the city of David, 
should have the honour of Jesus's birth. 
* Thou Bethlehem Ephrata, though thou 
be little among the thousands of Judah, 
yet out of thee shall he come forth unto 
me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose 
goings forth have been of old, from ever- 
lasting/' The import of the name is a 
singular circumstance. Bethlehem sig- 
nifies, The house of bread; and there that 
glorious person was born who is called 
The bread of life. 

3. The person born was Christ the Lord. 
Christ in Greek has the same meaning as 
Messiah in Hebrew. Both words signify, 
The anointed. Christ was not anointed 
with oil, like the Jewish priests and kings ; 
b»t, by the Holy Spirit at his baptism, he 
was anointed Prophet, Priest, and King. 
&s a Prophet, he was to teach ; as a Priest, 
to atone and intercede ; and as a King, to 
govern and judge. He is called Lord, as 
the master and governor of his people ; 
&nd it is a certain mark of genuine chris- 
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tiajiity, so to call him Lord as to depart 
from all iniquity. Jesus is Ix>rd over the 
true church on earth ; he is Lord over the 
glorified church in heaven; and he is Lord 
of angels. 

II. The proclamation of his birth, 

WAS GLAD TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY TO AL^ 
PEOPLE. 

. 1. An angel proclaimed his birth. 
Angels are frequently employed in the af- 
fairs of men ; and, no doubt, they deem it 
an honour to be employed, at the divine 
command, in the service of the meanest 
saint. But we may suppose, though his 
name is not mentioned, that this angel 
was one of the first order and dignity 
jamongst the angels of God, having had 
the honour, before any other, to announce 
th$ } birth of Jesus. The word angel sig- 
nifies a messenger. Fleming thought that 
this heavenly messenger was a glorified 
human spirit, and that the host of angels 
who sung glory to God, were other glorified 
human spirits; but "it is far more proba- 
hie, as Grotius and Doddridge think, that 
it was the angel Gabriel. 

2. , The proclamation contained good 
tidings. The birth, of Jesus was the best 
news that ever reached the ears of man; 
Are we; in bondage? He was born to set 
us free. Are we polluted ? He was bora 
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tor main w ctefifc- 'A*e we misenffeltf? 
fife wwboro to m^ke. us. happy* Are^wfc 
in the wsfy t* hell? He was ton* tf> ©pi»- 
duct us to heavep. Irfftig had sin atid 
Satan triumphed over the sons of ine»*r*r- 
long had the serpent exercised his artful 
malice : hut, lo, the Saviour now appears — 
the friend of man is horn ! 

3. Those tidings were matter of gredt 
jay. Inexpressible joy is felt by all *rho 
have a saving interest in Jesus, Ev«y 
part of out , salvation afibirb great joy; 
There was great joy amongst the angttte 
when Jesus, was horn; there was great 
joy amongst the pious of - that day wh* 
were waiting for his coming; and th^M 
was great joy amongst those happy spirit^ 
in the heavenly worlds who had beta 
saved by him before he came in the fleah. 
There arc different kinds of jey; cirfra! 
and spiritual* The great joy here mentioned 
is pure and tpiritual, solid and permanent ; 
and far exceeds that which this perishing 
World can afford. - 

~ 4. This proclamation of good tiding* 
tras to all people. The Jews had been a- pa* 
culiar people ; but now the Gentiles Wfc» 
to he dalled. No future distinction was to 
be tnade between one nation and another- 
People of all nations, and all colours, wm 
to hear thfe joy fill soun# of Jbsus's birlk\ 
The Jews had beca separated for iht good 
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x^ther nations, jyst a$ Gpd *afees tf £4¥rejtf 
«uk! good men % th# g'ofti of pthere; t»£ 
jjptfer the gwpej dfcpgnsatifti "tbew* w 
neither G?ffcfc nor Jeto eirpmnobion ftf* 
BlipiF(?umci^ion, Barbarian, Scythian* bond 
jjp# fres : hut Christ is all, gijd in jail" 

III. Remarks upon the festival of 

CHRIST'S NATIVITY. / - 

I. This festival is commonly c$ll$fi 
Chmtpiasy which signifies the festival ^f 
Christ* Formerly fe^e word mq$$ signed 
a feitiyal, and was used in this sense hefcr$ 
the introduction of the sacrament pfthft 
pmae ixi the Romish Chpych. J3(y .wfc^t- 
pvey name vye *adl t^isr festival, i( spe^l 
right f o observe it hy w$y of a tfeajikf^l 
fpmpieiporation of thi§ great and g|py ipyf 
eve^t* The ^fist name is, JV nativity tf 
<w* £<?frf. Popish jiames #nd cq§tpi$$ 
9?$ generally hpth ijr^tiopal ftnd j)n§cripf 

%. We should commemorate fhi% vmt 
ijV the frw spirit of Christianity* Ti> th^ 
$}iame ^iid spandal of nfttipqs professing' 
the religion of Chr«t, it i* «pw fibgprv^ 
generally, as. a carpal festival. HeU 
seems let loose, and devils triumph over 
the nations at this period. One who if 
temperate every other part of the year, 
thinks he may he allowed to indulge in 
gluttony at Christmas* Many never play 
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at cards except at Christmas; Large com* 
panics meet at this festival to provoke one 
another to sin. What a wonder it is that 
God does not overwhelm us with his judge- 
ments, while we thus profane this sacred 
festival! Seriously reflect upon the im- 
portance of spending this day in a thank- 
ful remembrance of Jesus's love. Look at 
him in his low estate, And learn a lesson of 
humility. Exercise all those dispositions 
which the astonishing circumstance of his 
birth demands. Let christians meet in 
joyful assemblies, and celebrate the high 
praises of their Lord and Saviour. 

3. It is of little consequence on what day 
Jesus was born, or on what day we keep 
the feast. Some think he could not be 
born in December, because the flocks and 
shepherds were out in the fields ; but they 
do not recollect the difference of climate 
between Judea and Great Britain; nor 
even that in our climate it is not always 
alike cold in this season of the year. We 
contend not, however, for the day ; but we 
do contend for the thing. It is proper to 
have a day set apart for this purpose, an4 
Jo keep it sacred to the Lord. 



!..'. 
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The Crucifixion of Christ. 



SERMON XXXII. 



Luke xxiii. 33* 

And when they were come to the place which is 

called Calvary, there they crucified him, and 

- the malefactors ; one on the right hand, and 

. the other on the left. . . ; 



JfILATE delivered Jestis to be crucified, 
because he feared the people; but his 
cowardly compliance with their wishes; 
contrary to his own judgment, has stamped 
his character with everlasting* disgrace. 
No doubt it behoved Christ to suffer ; but 
that forms no excuse for the persons who 
were concerned in th^t vile transaction; 
The salvation of the world was God's design 
in suffering his Son to die : the destmclion of 
his Son was the design of the Jews in seeking 
his death. " This is the heir ; come, let us 
kill him, and let us seize on his inheri- 
tance." We should frequently contem- 
plate the death of our Lord upon the cross, 
and make those practical improvements 
which may be of serious importance in 
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future life. That we may do so, in a pro- 
fitable way, let us make a few remarks 
upon crucUSxioh— point' out some peculiar 
circumstances which attended pur Lord's 
crucifixion — and then endearour to im- 
prove the whole. 

I. Remarks upon crucifixion. 

1. Crucifixion was a Roman punishment. 
The Jews were so completely subdued bj 
the Romans, at the time of pur Saviour's 
death, that they were obliged to submit to 
their mode of punishing criminals. Thus 
a remarkable prophecy was fulfilled : " The 
sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a 
Jfew-giiner froth between his feet, until 
gfailoh come/' The** also appeared a fe+ 
jaaiferble providence of God fci ord&rfag 
it «j, drat Christ should sufife* xtticlet & Jkp+ 
man governor, otherwise he had not h&eti 
crucified according te the prophecies. 
Zechariah plainly prophecied of his cruci- 
fixion: M They shall look upoti him \vfeom 
they fcave pierced." David also foretold the 
death that he should die: "They pierced 
piy hands and my feet." 

1 2. The death of the cross Was a painful 
punishment. The pain of crucifixion was 
so gteat, that the Romans called the most 
violent tortures cnvciaftis, or suffering- the 
cross* The person condemned to %tfflfe* 
this, death was fifcst seventy scourged, and 
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then required to bear his cross to the 
place of execution. There his hands and 
feet, the most nervous parts of the body, 
were nailed to the cross, where he hung 1 
till he died. , The violent distortion bf his 
limbs, which were stretched forth as on a 
rack, must have caused the most exquisite 
anguish; and when we consider the length 
of time the poor, criminal had to endure 
this pain, the death of the cross must ap- 
pear terrible. O blessed Immahuel, how 
great was thy love to sinners, to submit to 
such dreadful pain on their accoupt! 

3. This punishment was ignominious. 
None suffered crucifixion but those who 
Were accounted the meanest and vilest of 
men, such as slaves, robbers, movers of 
sedition, and murderers. Hence we may 
judge in what light the wicked Jews viewed 
'our adorable Saviour, whom they treated 
, as one of the meanest and worst of men; 
and we see his amazing* condescension, in 
submitting to the punishment of a slave arid 
a transgressor. Let us no longer complain 
of our reproaches. What is the shame of 
our profession to that of his sufferings ! 
Let us despise the shame of his cross, and 
boldly profess his name amongst men. 

II. Circumstances connected with 

-OUR LORD'S CRUCIFIXION. 

h Jesus 'was condemned unjustly. We 
2 i 
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> Pilate's testimony to prove thfe as^ 
He declared publicly, after & 

Lamination, "I find in him ho fault 
One of the criminal!* who suffered. 

Lir Lord bore a noble testimony t6 

ocency, saying, "This man hath. 

rthing amiss." 

2. Barabbas, an infamous wretch, teas pre- 
ferred before him. }t was customary at thfe 

Passover, for the Roman governor to re- 
lease to the people a prisoner, whatever 
his crimes might have been. .Upon thi$ 
occasion thev requested Pilate to dp as hfe 
had ever done unto them; and, desiring 
to deliver Jestis, whose innocency appeared 
evident, he said, "Whom' will ye that I 
release unto you? Barabbas, or Jesus, which 
is called Christ?— But flie chief priests 
and elders persuaded the "multitude that 
they should ask Barabbasand destroy Jesus. ? * 

3. His death was occasioned by the 
infernal malice of the JewisTi rulers, who 
hated hitn without a cau&; and who 
were fhlly bent upon liis death long Before 
his apprehension. Guilty, or hot guilty, 
was not the question ; but, influenced hr 
their own passions, they clamoured for his 
"blood. When Pilate, his judge, pleaded 
liis cause, "they were instant "with loud 
Toices, requiring that he might be cru- 
cified. 1 * > 
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. 4. He was mocked and intuited in his 
death. Out of derision he was clothed 
with purple, and crowned wi{h thorns ; he 
was sxpitten on the head with a reed, and 
was spit upop, Even when hp hung upon 
the cross they reviled l^ijn, an$ the chief 
priests and elders mockpd j^im. Civilized 
huijaanity pities the worst of criminals in 
the hour of death ; but those barbarian? 
i*ad po pity fo? the innocent Jesus, . 

5. Qod, whose honQur was} insulted, in 
^he person pf his Spn, gave awful proofs of 
his jluplwyre. The sun withdrew his 
tight; the ea^th trembled ; the rocks were 
fcent asunder; and the yail of tjie tenpple 
jvas jeQt in J^yaiiju " When fhe Centurion, 
^j>d they tha^were with hin^ , watching 
*?SW» sayf tJhLe earthquake, and t]fxos^ 
tiling? that yrere done, they feared 
gi^atjyi spying, truly tkk was t\ie Son of 

.aQdA , ... ;. ^ .\ \. , 

. 6. Amidst all tjip abpye of his enemip^ 
Jssps wap horpurjd ju^Jiis de*jrth, by the ; jfl- 
fipnptipft which Yf^s ppj; upon his crqs*. 
.The ipscjiption, expressed his Jfeal charaxj- 

g$T : ".JeSUS OF ^AZARBTH THE KING OF 

THE jews." The chief priests perceiving 
Sbhf aqd mortified jtf the circumstance, 

requested Pilate to alter it, saying, ".Writje 
-not* The King ^ of the Jews; but that he 
.said, J am King of the Jews. Pilate an- 
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swered, What I have written, I hare 



written/* 



7. Several remarkable prophecies toere ful- 
filled at the death of Christ. He was 
pierced with the nails arid the spear, ac- 
cording 1 to the prediction of Zechariali ; 
he was numbered with transgressors, as 
Isaiah had foretold ; and David's prophecy 
was fulfilled, " They parted my garments 
ajnong them, and cast lots for my vestured 
The legs of • the other criminals * were 
broken ; but they broke not the legs of 
Jesus, " that the scripture shotild bfc ftil^ 
filled, A bone of him shall hot be broken;" 

8. At his death a poor criminal obtained 
mera/. We have only this one instance 
recorded* in the scriptures, of mercy being- 
granted in the last moments of life, lest 
we should presume upon a late repen- 
tance;' but this one instance is recorded 
that we may not despair of mercy even iri 
ihe eleventh hour. This poor thief con- 
fessed Christ at the time when his disciples 
had forsaken him; and he prayed to 
Christ; at a time when there was rio ap- 
pearance of his being able to answer hk 
prayer ; whence wfe may infer thfat he 
believed, on him as the Saviour of the 
world. 

9. Before his death he forbid the sympa- 
thizing tears of the' pious women, wkk 
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bewailed and lamented him, saying, 
"Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not for 
ine, but weep for yourselves, and for your 
children." You hare many sad sufferings 
before you, in the calamities which shall, 
befall this nation; but my sufferings are 
nearly at an end. 

10; On the cross he prayed Jor his enemies. 
v Father, forgive them; for they know 
not -what they do." What a fine spirit, 
and how worthy of our imitation ! O what 
love to sinners, yea the worst of sinners ! 
He now prays for his enemies at the right 
hand" of God. May they be humbled ; and, 
by true repentance and faith, obtain sal- 
ivation through his name ! 
• IJI. Practical improvements.- * 

1. Let us carefully guard against those 
malignant passions which influenced the 
Jews in their cruel clamours for our 
Saviour's death. They envied his growing 
popularity; they hated his doctrines, laws, 
and worship ; they bore him malice for 
his faithful reproofs ; and they sought lor 
vengeance, because he had ; told them the 
truth. But let us love him for his gracious 
undertakings, honour his glorious * per- 
fections, and obey his high and im- 
portant commands. 

2. Study, with close attention, the won- 
' derful designs of his death. His enemies 
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would fein persuade up that hq suffer^ as 
a criminal, for hi? own transgressions % 
hut we knQw he ne>y$r transgressed the 
Jaws of God, being holy, harmless, 'and UHdje- 
Jied. Some professing christians maintain 
that he only died a? a ft>artyr, to Seal 
with Blood the doctrines which he taught j 
'hut they either do not* understand, or \fill 
pot admit the evidence <*f revelation* 
lie died as a propitiation for sin, that he 
might reconcile sitinew to (jJod. He died 
on the cross, that dying mortals might 
live for ever. 

3* ntlmtviltf tin appeara evident in the 
death of Jesus ; for that alone rendered it 
necessary for hiiji to. die. Sin is $0 hate- 
ful to God that h& determined nor to* par- 
* 4on it without a sacrifice, lest the boriour of 
his government should he brought into 
contempt. Our frins, therefore, were the 
cause of fell those painful ^gobies which 
he endured. Had toan Remained innocent, 
Jesus Avonkl neither have been scourged, 
crowfned with; things, ftor nailed to the 44- 
cOrsed tree. O ifct tis hate Tsin with an 
eternal hfetred; and let r us carefully shun 
«ven the appearance of evil. \ r , 

4. Let us make that we of Jesus's 
death which will be most for onr onqi 
happiness,, and th^ gk>r^ of <5k>d. .Ex- 
amine his sufferings with a mixture of 
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5 

grief, and joy. Feel grief for thy sifts 
( g which were laid upon him in that tre- 
^ mendous hour ; but rejoice in the atonement 
1 which he then made tor thy soul. Depend 
I upon a crucified Redeemer both for present 
and eternal salvation. Fixed upon this 
firm foundation thou wilt live in peace, 
die with comfort, and reign with him in 
glory. In that bright world, a recollection 
of his sufferings upon the cross will be an 
everlasting source of happiness to all the 
saints of God. Here they praise redeem- 
ing love in songs of joy and gladness ; and 
there these songs, of praise shall be conti- 
nued and perfected. 

" Hallelujah they cry, to the King of the sky, 
To the great everlasting I am ; 
v To the Lamb that was slain, and liveth again, 

Hallelujah to God and the Lamb !" 
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The Resurrection of Christ. 



S ERMON XXXI II, 

1 Cor. xr.' -20, 

But now it Christ risen from the dead, and be* 
come the first-fruits of them that slept. 

THE resurrection of our Lord was the 
inost important event that ever took 
place in this lower world. If.it can be 
proved, Christianity must stand in spite of 
all its opposers: if it cannot, our faith 
is vain, and we are yet in oar sins. We hare, 
howeyer, such proofs of that glorious event 
as cannot be overturned ; and we may con- 
fidently assert, in the language of our 
text, " Now is Christ risen from the dead, 
and become the first-fruits of them that 
slept." 

This passage may be divided into two 
parts : nrst, Christ is risen from the dead ; 
jsecondly, he is become the first-fruits of 
them that slept. 

I. Crist is risen from the dead. 

1. Christ died on the cross. In the pre- 
sence of vast multitudes he bowed his head, 
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fa?d gave up the ghost. An impious 
soldier pierced his side with a spear, from 
whence flowed blood and water. This im- 
portant circumstance fully proves the 
reality of his death ; for the wound, 
reaching his heart, must have caused in- 
stant death, had he received it in perfect 
health. Being dead, his body was laid in 
the sepulchre, where it remained till the 
third day; but his soul. went into the in- 
visible world. Some have imagined that 
he went into the regions of the damned; 
but, upon serious examination, this appears 
to be a mere fiction. The prophecy* of 
David concerning this event, " Thou wilt 
not leave my spill in' hell,", means no 
more than this : Thou wilt not leave my 
SduT in the hidden or invisible world.* 
The invisible or hidden world to whith 
our Saviour went was Paradise, as appears 
from his own words to the penitent thief : 
" To-day thou shalt be with me iri Paradise/* 
2. Christ rose from the dead. On the 
third diay his soul returned from the in- 
visible world, and reanimated the same 

♦ V»U> (Sheol) The invisible state of the dead— the place 
and state of those who are out of the way, and to be sought 
tar. In this view it seems nearly to answer to the Greek, 
Bade$ 9 the invisible place ; and to bur English word Htll, 
which, though now scarcely used but for the place of torment, 
Jtt, being a derivative from the Saxon, Htilan, or Helan, to 
aide, or from Holl, a cavern, anciently denoted the coniealtd or 
touet* place of the* dead in general. Pabkhurst. 

9 2 k 
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hodjr wWcfe died qi\ the pro*. When tfa 
spwl departs, t^ehpdy di^T* whe£ it ret^ri^ 
a«d i? 3gain united t9 the body, there is % 
proper j^urrectiop. I^t \vs pojvy e^mio^ 
some of th& proois of Christ's resjyr$etiq*K 
They mjay be recced to t}ir$e ; namely 
the testimony of tl^e dispipfes^—tiw oi^th 
pouring of the 3pfrit on the d$y of Pefti 
tec^st— japd. thfi r^pid pjr<j>gre&5 pf ofirbtjb 
axuty aftprwards. 

1. Tfhe resvwrectwp of Christ \pfylfy pr<WQ$ 
by the testimony* <rf ljd$ di{cipk£. Ifcgtiwpngr 
un^ay always be T^lipd upon, yrh^u thf>s§ 
vho testify are neither deceived th$TO- 
selves H9f design tQ deceive others; anc| 
t^*t thi$ was the ca?e with,, ow Lord's, 
discipl^,, wiU appear evident qpoa a fair 
view p£ thp s^jecV Thpy <^ld notj be 
deceived th$*jaselv$s ; foy they ^H ss»w him* 
conversed with him, *W a»d dr«Pk with; 
him, ^wU,ed hi? l?ody, and s*w Wflft 
ascend into heaven. It was opt possible 
Hqx t^m #// to be deceived, up#$ 0# the 
various appearances of their M^steit* £*¥¥& 

; ■ ' ' > '. -" ' . • ' ' ■ 1 T j u i -■> ' 

• Christ appeared TEN tiines before his ascension : To Mary, 
Mark xvi. — 
pics going 
Peter, Lul 
To thetft ai 
Tiberius, J 
xxviii. 16, 
MarK xvi. 
into heave 
I'-atmos. 
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whoever thinks fco,'mUst be very defective 
in his Understanding. 

They had htt design to deceive others. 
t*hey could Mve fid temptation to such £ 
fraud J for the wholfe world was against 
them. They had nothing: td gain by such 
a fraud; but touch tot lose. Did they aim 
at wealth P ^This Was the way 5 to poverty. 
Did they airh at hdhdur ? liiis was the way 
td disgrace. Did they aim at fcase ? this was 
the way to hardships, toils, and death. What, 
theti, but truth, could eriduce them to de- 
clare thfe resurrection of Christ from the 
dead? It is also very remarkable that 
this eveftt mspired thfem with uncommon 
boldness ; for before they were retoarkably 
timid and fearful. It is n6t less remark- 
able that they Were all United iti their tes- 
timony. Sdme of theto doubted at first, 
'and they all appeaf to have been slow of 
T>elief ; but they had such satisfactdry 
evidence as removed every doubt. Nor 
cduld all their sufferings afterwards, even 
death in its most dreadful forms, indufce 
one of them td doubt, touch less deny this 
wonderful event. 

We toay just notice stn objection: Did 
not the Jetvs dctouni for his rethoval from tht 
sepulchre in another way? They certainly 
did ; but their account confirms that of the 
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disciples* They limed a bare-faced ftfe 
and bribed the soldiers to publish itr 
44 Say ye, His disciples can* by night, and 
stole him away wh^e we slept/ 1 Could 
they all be asleep at the same time? If 
they were, how could they tell so exactly 
what was done? Was it possible for the 
poor timid disciples, who fled when Jesus 
was apprehended, to venture through a 
band of soldiers to steal the dead body pf 
their Master? If the soldiers slept upon 
guard, why were they not punished with 
death? But we need not push this enquiry 
any further : the thing speaks for itself. 

It is also worthy of notice, that the ao* 
count of Christ's resurrection was written 
and published in the age when, and in th^ 
country where he rote from the dead. 
When the gospels we*e first published* 
many of those Jews were still alive who 
had "killed the Prkice of Life. " How 
easily migfyt they have contradicted the 
apostles, if they had published falsehoods ( 
How ready wouid they have been, with a\\ 
their malice, could they have done it with 
credit to themselves! But who did con-* 
tradict them? Can we produce one writer, 
either Jewish or pagan, who dared to call 
in question the plain, simple, and honest 
account of the holy apostles ? I never heard 



Digitized 



by Google 



that any c«e, ever -attempted to do so ; and 
then if they had, the rain attempt would 
have strengthened the cause of Christianity; 
; & The put-pouring of the Spirit, on the day of 
Pentecost, is another strong prqoj oi Jesus'fc 
resurrection. He had said, in the days of 
his flesh, " Jf I go ndt away, the Comforter 
will not come unto you ; but if I depart/I 
will send h}m. w Just before his ascension 
he, "commanded them not to depart from 
Jerusalem,' but wait for the promise? of the 
Father," to send the Spirit down in hi* 
miraculous influences. Accordingly, wheii 
the day of Pentecost was fully come, the 
promise was fulfilled ; and the apostles 
were extraordinarily qualified for an ex- 
traordinary work. They were enabled to 
speak a variety of languages, and to work 
astonishing' miracles in the name of Jesus, 
The effects of that day were soon disco- 
vered, not only in Judea, but in e\fery part 
Of the Roman empire: and if there had 
beeii any doubts of Jesus's resurrection be- 
fore that Memorable day, -thofee doubts 
would immediately give way to the irre-; 
sistible proof which was given in the de- 
scent of the Holy Ghost. > 
3. The rapid ptvgress of Christianity, imme- 
diately after that day, forms another pow<* 
ettfvil argument in favour of Christ's hk 
surrection. The world .was. soon turned 
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iipsidt Woswn The heathen oracled ^t* 
silenced, their temples were shut, their 
altar* were thrown down; And Christianity* 
through the instrumentality of & few poor 
fisher-men, triumphed erery where* Sore- 
ly the God of truth was with them. 
All the world wa» In arms agamst the 
apostles, and every means that could be 
devised was used to crush them ; hut All 
in turn. God being with them, the 
word M grew and multiplied," Can wis 
suppose that the God of truth would hate 
sanctioned a lie? Mahomed, though k 
great impostor, had many followers* j but 
fthey were obtained hy iire, and *w&rbV and 
4flood« The apostles had no power hut 
that of God» and they used, no meafis feut 
*oeh as wsere worthy of God. They were 
.men of strict integrity, of deep ptety, 
'and of unwearied diligence ; and heaven 
xxrowwed all their labours with success. 

II. Christ is bicqmb thb first- 
fruits of THEM THAT SLBPT. 

■ I. The resurrection id compared to a 
-hitrvtsL The bodies of men, like seed m 
the earth, are laid in the grave; and 
.-as sure as the seed quickens and 
■grows, so surely shall they be quickened 
.and raised opt " The growth of the seed is 
■natural; but the resurrection of the dead 
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will fee supernatural. Omnipotence £* 
necessary in both cases ; and it is certain 
that omnipotent ppwei; can j:ai$e t£*e dead 
with as much ease as it can produce a 
grain of corn. 

2. Chr^t is thfi first-fruits^ Many, indeed, 
were raised from the dead before he arose ; 
but they died agaip. They were raised 
to mortality; but he :was the first who 
rose tq immortality* Dcftth had «a piam 
power over him, being vanquished and 
overcome by hi$ resurrection. 

8. The first-fruits feeing a pledge of the 
general harvest, the resurrection of Christ 
is a pk<ige of burs. As sure as he rose, so 
sorely snail \^e arise ; " jbut every ma^i in 
lps own order: Christ the fiT^fyuite; fyt- 
terwards they that are Christ** ,fit $k 
coming/' 

Let us commemorate ihe resurrectiqp 
of Christ with songs of praise* The; truth* 
of Christianity are established-~-death and 
the grave are conquered— and the resoiv 
section of the dead is certain. Let us w 
from a grave of sin; let ua gain a vital 
i^tnion with Christ ; and, when he shall dew 
scend from heaven, in the glory of hfe 
father, may we rise feom the dead, ascf 
meet him. in, the air f Anoenu 
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The Day of Pentecost. 
SERMON XXXIV, 



Acts ii. lr—4 # 

And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, 
they were all with one accord in one place : and 
suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of 

< a mighty rushing wind, and it Jilled all the 
house where they were sitting: and there ap- 

, pear ed unto them cloven tongues, like as ofjire, 
and it sat upon each of them. And they were 
all Jilled with the Holy Ghost , and began to 
speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave 
them utterance. 



JOHN baptized with crater unto repen- 
tance ; but Jesus baptized with tlie Holy 
Ghost and fire. All the disciples were 
baptized with the Holy Ghost and fire on 
the day of Pentecost. While they were 
assembled with one accord, in one place, 
the Spirit of God came down from heaven, 
"as a mighty rushing wind, and filled the 
house where they were sitting : and there 
appeared unto them cloven tongues, like as 
Of fire, and it sat upon each of theitu* 
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" Xet us make a few general observations 
Upon this interesting passage. 

1. When the day of pentecost was 

FULLY COME, THE FOLLOWERS OF JESUS 
WERE ALL WITH ONE ACCORD IN ONE, 
PLACE. 

1. The Pentecost was a Jewish festival, 
kept to commemorate the giving of the 
law upon Mount Sinai ; and it was observed 
fifty days after the Passover. Christ had 
suffered at the Passover ; but was glorified 
at the Pentecost. It was a dreadful day 
when the law was delivered on the mount 
that burned with' fire; but it was a glori- 
ous day wheh the Holy Ghost, as tongues 
of fire, came down upon the apostles, to 
qualify them for the blessed work * of 
preaching the gospel to all nations. 

2. The church of Christ was then but a 
H little flock/' They were all in one place. 
There were, indeed, many other followers 
t>f Jesus in different parts of Judea, Galilee, 
arid Samaria; but still the church was 
small. Jesus had laboured in the 1 mi- 
nistry both privately and publicly for the 
space of three years; he had travelled 
from place to place ; had wrought mighty 
Works amongst the people; and yet, after 
all, how few were truly converted to God. 
■Let the faithful ministers of Christ, who 
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see but little fruit of their labours, take 
encouragement ; for great success does 
pot always attend even the best of minis- 
trations. 

3. Bat there was unity in the church* 
*£hey were all of one accord. Thby wefre 
of one heart and one soul ; and they haicf 
one object in view. Happy would it hare 
been if the church had cootiimed in this 
spirit The spirit of religious unity brings 
down the Spirit of God; but jars and com* 
Mentions cause him to depart. 

1L And suihnmuy therb camjb a 

SOUND FBQJP HiBAIVEN; AS OF A. MIGHTY 
mrsHIMOWIJfl^ ilH© FliHEB THE HQUSJ& 
WHJBRB TSBY WlrRE SITTING* 

1. Let m& never forget that all oa* 
blessings come fmm heaven*. The prayers of 
the disciples were directed to heaven; and 
from thence the Spirit came dbwn. " Every 
good and every perfect gift,, cometh* down 
from the Father of lights, with/whom is 
no variableness, neither shadow of turn- 
ing." Jesus wa* gone up into Heavsa to 
intercede for mian ; and thtf gift o£ the 
Spirit was the fi«it blessing which hfr sent 
down. 

2. Blessings sometimes come suddenly: 
We may hava* waited long in the way of 
duty ; we may have been reader t0 eon- 
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elude that the Messing for which we waited 
would never come ; but in a moment, 
when on the borders of despair, out 1 souls 
were satisfied with good things. Let this 
encourage us to persevere in duty; for 
the promise is sure. Let us be prepared 
<every moment for the reception of neces- 
sary gifts; still patiently waiting for the 
happy moment when God may see fit tb 
Bless our Waiting souls. 

3. The Spirit of Ood came as a mighty 
rushing wind. The operations of this Divine 
Spirit are various. Sometimes they are as 
a rushing wind which carries all before 
it ; but more frequently like a gentle 
breeze, and a still small voice. . The Spirit 
came at that time as a rushing wind to 
point out the force and energy of gospel 
truth, which, was accompanied with such 
amazing power, that in a short time many 
nations became obedient tb the faith. But 
the ordinary influences of the Holy Ghost 
are of the gentle kind* Nevertheless, let 
u* thankfully submit to hit influences 
whether they be like a torrent or: a gen* 
tie stream. Let us not dare to direct God 
in the mode of his divine operations. He 
knows the various tempers and situations 
of men, and what methods of his grace 
are the most likely to succeed : therefore, 
in whatever way he may see fit to work, 
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let it be our great care, not only to submit, 
but to co-work with him. 

4. The house in which they were sitting 
was filled. Thus the principles of Christi- 
anity fill the heart, and are intended to be 
spread over the whole world. Yea the 
time will come when the influences of this 
Spirit shall be felt and enjoyed in every 
part of the habitable globe. When the 
seventh angel shall sound his trumpet, it 
will be said in heaven, "The kingdoms 
of this world are become the kingdoms of 
our Lord, and of his Christ ; and he shall 
reign for ever and ever." 

11L And there appeared cLOvzfi 

TONGUES AS OF V1RB, AND IT SAT UPON 
EACH OF THEM. 

1. The Spirit appeared in the form of 
tongues, because the apostles were to speak 
for their Lord; and he gave them a door 
of utterance. May all our tongues be 
touched "with hallowed fire, that we may 
speak for God! While ministers speak 
publicly, let private christians speak pri- 
vately : every one endeavouring to propa- 
gate the doctrines, and. to recommend the 
duties and privileges of pure Christianity* 
Let us neither be afraid nor ashamed to 
speak in so good a cause. 

2. The tongues were cloveru Sin intro- 
duced the confusion of tongues ; but grace 
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'provided a remedy. The gift of tongues 
:was necessary to enable the apostles to - 
carry the gospel to nations of various lan- 
guages. On this very day they spake to 
the people in various languages; using 
and improving the gift as soon as it was 
given: a lesson which we should learn, 
,and constantly practice. 

3. The tongues were like^ra The apos- 
tles were to speak with burning zeal ; and 
their words were to be like fire. But this 
also pointed out the purifying influences of 
the word. The Spirit, as a purifying flame, 
accompanies the word when it is faithfully 
delivered, so that it becomes a means of 
«anctification. Christ said to the disciples, 
" Now are ye] clean^ through the word 
which I have spoken unto you;" and he 
put up the following prayer for them to 
the Father : u Sanctify them through thy 
truth ; thy word is truth." 

4. And it sat upon each of them. The 
whole assembly, men and women, were 
baptized with the Holy Ghost. All 
may speak in the name of the Lord. 
Women, who are not allowed to speak in 
the church, may exercise their gifts in a 
more private way: They may instruct 
children, servants, and friends ; and thereby 
promote the interest of the Redeemer'* 
Jringdgc*. 
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IV. AWD THEY ALL WERE FILLED WIT* 
THE HO^T GHOST, AND BEGAN TO SPEA* 
Af TUB SPIRIT CAVE THEM UTTERANCE. 

- 1. They were filled with the Holy Ghost. 
The fiery tongues sat upon them; tad 
the Hfely Ghost* entered and filled their 
hearts. Outward gifts are hut of little 
use without the inward communication of 
the Holy Spirit The apostles were filled 
with, miraculous gifts, which are not now 
to be expected ; but all the true followers 
of Jesus are now filled with the graces of 
the Spirit. . The Spirit came down to abide 
with the church ;< and his blessed operations 
are constantly suited te the varying cases 
and circumstances of the church and the 
world. Erery man has that kind and de- 
gree of the Spirits influence which is ne- 
cessary both for his, own salvation, and for 
Chat usefulness amongst mankind to which 
he may be called. This remark will help 
lis to form a right judgment of the various 
gifts of the Spirit by which men have 
been influenced . in different ages of the 
world. 

2. They all began to speak as the Spirit 
gave them utterance. No man should 
dare to speak for Christ without the Spirit 
of Christ. Let ministers, whether they 
ipeak extempore, by notes, or written 
discourses, attend to this remark. JDo 
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they not all profess to be moved «by the 
Holy Ghost to take upon theni the sacred 
office of the ministry? This is not a novel 
doctrine, introduced and palmed upon the 
credulous, by enthusiastic preachers. Our 
pints reformers thought it necessary ; and 
owr rational divines even now profess it at 
their ordination. We contend not for 
miraculous gifts. They were necessary huf 
the apostolic age, and they may be neeee* 
sary ki some future age; bat they are 
not necessary now. We contend for the 
ordinary gifts of the Spirit, which are a&» 
aoJrutely necessary at this day. Those 
sermons which are composed and delivered 
wader the influences of the Holy Ghost* 
are made the greatest blessing to the 
ptoplfe. 

The gift of the -Spirit demand* €fti# 
warmest gratitude. At this very time 
we enjoy the blessed effects of that hea- 
venly effusion. Had the Spirit been with- 
held, the prophecies would have failed, 
and infant Christianity would have pe- 
rished. The truths which enlighten our 
dark world would have been buried in 
oblivion, and every thing that is lovely 
and excellent amongst men would soon 
have disappeared. — O let us bless God for 
that glorious day ; and while we bring it 
to remembrance, let us devoutly pray for 
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those divine influences which* ate necessary - 
to salvation 1 

The festival of Whitsuntide was observed 
Jby the primitive church with peculiar so- 
lemnity; and, indeed, it is a season in 
which we should call to mind not only the 
absolute necessity of holiness, but the means 
of acquiring it. All the means which we 
use to attain a conformity to the divine 
image, must be accompanied with the in- 
fluences of the Holy Spirit, or they will 
prove ineffectual. — May this blessed Spirit 
abide in our churches, fill our hearts, and 
direct our steps to the heavenly Jerusalem i 
There may wfe ever adore the supreme 
Being, whose Son redeemed us from 
death, and whose Spirit prepares and. 
makes us meet for the mansions of the 
blessed! Amen, 
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PSAL, XC, 10, 

The days of our years are threescore years and 
ten : and if by reason of strength they be four- 
score years, yet is their strength- labour and 
sorrow ; for it is sqqu cut aff\ and wejly away. . 

IT has been maintained by some that the 
exact period of human life is absolutely fixed; 
hut we cannot reconcile this opinion either 
with scripture or reason. " Bloody 'and 
deceitful men shall riot live out half their 
days." Do we not see many proofs of this? 
Are there not thousands amongst the dead, 
who might now have been amongst the 
living, had they been wise and prudent ? 
Some hasten death by gluttony, drunken- 
ness, and debauchery : others afre cut off, 
by the arm of* justice, for their crimes - : 
and others destroy themselves by poison, 
hemp, and steeh Can we suppose that the 
exact moment of their death was fixed, 
without the horrid supposition, that • he 
who fixed the end, - fixed also the fatal 
means? This supposition would make 

2m 
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God the author ef eki. There Is, Indeed 

an apppipted time 6>r man upon earth, 
whieb is well expressed in ear t«t : " The 
days of our years are threescore years and 
ten :" This is the common period of hu- 
man life* We may die earner, or lire a 
little longer. By reason of strength, or a 
vigorous constitution, we may live four- 
score years ; hut then it 4s " labour and sor- 
row? fo* it keaon cutoff, and we $jr«*tay.? 

Here we have two important troths : 
first, the period of human life i* short.; 
and, secondly, if we exceed that period it 
is labour and sorrow. - 

J. The txmvp #f mjjm*m Wf «e 

S»Q»T. 

who 4fe in infanjey, in .yputh, a»4 inth* 
Woom «f life, we way wy ©f ^at wta a*» 
tain ,the JUU age .qf tmaq, thai *b«r i jfe % 
",a ,Tapwr i^at^pRawtb #*# Jittfr jtuuife 
**d 4hen v^wheth,a»{ay." £ way ,6% 
i*«W "ow#-aflowfl> 

»4ow hatiMold. 

f *W je«*. «4AJ 

<he4» ioeh^.Hdjee^ 

sixty a lied," fthfy 

were I se$e0*B*fld 

*en ; l »t ago* iflfc^ 

*o*tos *th&,ctoi» 
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Itehlnd What an amazing abridgment 
of human life ! Who caft account for it 
upon natural principles? Their longevity 
might be Occasioned by the regularity ef 
the seasons* the fertility of the earth, the 
strength of their constitutions* or their par- 
ihtehur manner ef living* ; but the best way 
-tcr account for it* is to ascribe it to the will 
*f that God in whom " tve lire, and imove, 
fend hat* our being/ 9 He saw fit to pine* 
long* their lives, and he has seen fit to 
cut ours short. In both cases, no doubt, 
♦hie conduct bM bee* guided by Wisdom 
*nd £oodne*l. O let us seriettoly l*y it to 
licart, lest dtfeth should cat as oft before 
the Work of life be dene ! 

2. The period ef/htmmq Mfc appears 
ehoftev still when compared, with the dur> 
jtatiofi of the ***r\d. It ia near six thousand 
years since the world was created. , What 
A rait number**? generations have passed 
mway , sirrte thca { " Oae generation pass* 
eth away, and another generation cometh : 
but ihe earth stbideth." The generations 
from Abraham to Datid.were fourteen; 
from .David, to the Babylonish captivity- 
Were fourteen; and, from that period totftO 
coming of Christ, there were fourteen gc* 
aerations. u Whea we (says. Doddridge) 
surrey such a series of generations, it is 
dbvioue to reflect, how like the leaves of 
fe tree, ope p^aecth away, and another 
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cometh; Of those who formerly livett 
upon the earth, and perhaps made the 
most conspicuous figure among the children 
of men, how many have there been, whose 
names are perished with them, and how 
many of whom nothing but their names 
are remaining? Thus are we passing 1 
away, and thus shall we shortly be for- 
gotten. Happy, if while we are forgotten 
of men, we are remembered by God, and 
our names are found written in the boot 
of life! ?? 

3. When compared with eternity, our 
lives dwindle to a point. Those who en- 
tered upon eternity several thousand years 
ago, are but now upon the borders of end- 
less duration; and wlien thousands and 
millions of ages are gone, they will be 
exactly in the same situation. What a 
great subject for the little mind of man to 
contemplate i Endless duration confounds 
our thought. We may look -at it till, like 
a man who looks down a tremendous pre* 
cipice, we tarn giddy. If we stretch our 
thought as far as it can reach, eternity is 
before us still. If this globe, on which we 
live, were composed of small grains of 
sand, one of which should be removed 
fevery million of ages, the period would 
arrive when the last grain -worild be taken 
away ; but even then eternity would be 
" ut just beginning ! What, then, is .mortal 
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life ? What are threescore years and ten ? 
How soon they are gone! They are lost in 
this vast comparison. No wonder that 
the inspired writers, who were in the habit 
of contemplating endless duration, should 
compare this fleeting life to things of the 
.shortest continuance. " Behold, thou has* 
made my days as an .hand-breadth; and 
mine age is as nothing before thee/' This 
is a subject which every man should 
deeply ponder in his heart, that he may 
learn those lessons of wisdom which are 
necessary for him as the creature of a 
day.. . > 

II. If we exceed that period, it is 

XABOUR AND SORROW. 

Most men desire old age ; but few re- 
flect upon the labour and sorrow of the 
aged. Let us venture to look at this 
gloomy subject: perhaps it may check 
our youthful vanity, and lead us to a se- 
rious, sober conduct. 

1. The aged have lost the vigour and 
strength of youth. " The grasshopper is a 
burden." They can scarcely move from 
place to place ; . and a little exertion out of 
the common way quite overcomes them. 
In youth, a long journey and laborious ex- 
ercise was deemed nothing; but now 
" they are afraid of that which is high." 
Every little rising ground is an object of 
fear, because it requires a painful exertion 
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off thbir Aebk powers. They lefilfc upeKt 
sta& aad are glad to real their weary 
limb* 

2. Thei* iutelUcts and ***«* art touytd f 
so that the y neither understand net reliil* 
life as th*y formerly did. They are daU 
af appitehtfnsHta ; their memory is weak; 
-their sight k din ; their ears are heavy ; 
Ihrtr fbod is not sweet to the taste; their 
sleep is net refreshing ; and, in short* boA 
hedy and mind are in A sttte of ruirv 

& The frisrtds and companions of theit 
youth, who ofted sweetened the hitter cup 
of life, are £one inty an aw/tt/ etcrmty ; arid 
they feel bat little inclination to fatm. new 
friendships, as they neither Jove others, nor 
are bdoted themsfelves* as in the day* of 
youth* The idea of out-living our deareit 
friends, so as to become solitary in the 
mkfet of society, is Very (Stressing? and it 
would be Completely nteapptrtabie to the 
aged, if they were susceptible of 4hose fine 
feelings of friendship which they fell ir\ 
ftfmcr ytfars* Bluttted a* these feelings 
are, this no doubt is a source of Consider 
able sorrow* We often hear them praise 
the dead whom they laved* and when thai 
is the stifcjett of conversation, we are 
pained with their sighs and groans. 

4. Their death is Sometimes derived, erett 
by thdie whom they had loved and sorted 
Sot a k>fc£ succession oi years. Are they 
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jjcjb? Their death Is desired op that ao 
cpiwt. Children and heirs, longing- for 
(heir wealth, wish to pee their heads lai4 
low* Are they poor ? Their death is ,<Je- 
fjred «o account of the trouble which the/ 

f$ve, And the support which they receive, 
n either case, they ere too frequently in 
the t«ay »f the y$»ug» This must cause 
them many * hitter reflection. It is a 
source «f sorrow which they never expert 
«nced befere, fupd which they scarcely 
know how to hoar. 

,. 5. Their proved* in the vmli are n*$rty 
tJmi. In youth their prospects were coni?? 
iwwtfjy .rising* Mod almost every day prj* 
#uc.e4 new hopes; hut having- attained ^hf, 
ftiU age of man, they have hut ikUe hop* 
pf wy thing beipw the sun. They har$ 
Jieen on th e n>ountaiu-,top of life, whepe 
they had extensive and delightful pros* 
ftccfe; but now. they are in a deep vale, 
where they mus* emk into the cold arm* 
eg death, and make the grave their bed, 
Jtaath states them full in the face, and a 
jr^tetexuity i**n view. 
.. ft We .way add, that top many at this 
awful ppr*o4* <re W«#y mprepired far 4 
ktW mrid< Their sins are unrepentf d 04 
and uaforgiv.en; their hearts a*e haqd* 
their tempers sour, peevishv and fcetfoj; 
and they are a perpetual plague both to 
themselves and to all with whom they 
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haVe to do: "Blessed be <rod, ; there atevt 
few whose situation is quite the reverse. 
Their sins are pardoned; their souls are 
cleansed; they sweetly resign themselves 
to the will of God, and ldok forward with, 
pleasing hope to a better life. Happy ik 
he, who in these days of sorrow, can say 
with the Psalmist, "My flesh and my 
heart faileth: but God is the strength of 
iny heart, and my portion for ever. 1 * 

Most men complain of the shortness of 
life ; but few improve it as it flies. Short 
as it is, it is long enough for every neces- 
sary purpose. Good men should rejoioef 
that it is no longer. Heaven is their home, 
and they will soon be there. If wicked mem 
were to live longer, they might do more 
mischief, increase their guilt, and add to 
the punishments which await them in a 
future state. 

- To conclude : Let us be up and doing; 
" Whatsoever thy hand findethto do, do it 
with thy might ; for there is no work, nor 
device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the 
grave, whither thou goest." Learn to set 
a great value upon time. Improve every 
xhoment as it flies, to the best of purposes.* 
Indulge no wish for long life ; but leave it 
all to God; Let thy great care be to live 
well, and then thou wilt die tcelL - 
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S ERMON XXXV L 

Eccles. ix; 5. , : . 

Far the Bring knm that they shall die* 

JlJFE is but a short journey ftfortPthe 
cradle to the tomb; and death, with itt 
awffcl solemnities, must be ^xperien^eJd by 1 
men of all nations* We are igiitfr&nt &t' 
many other things; but no man » ignorant 
of his mortality z "Far the living know 
that they shall die/' < 

We shall consider three ihings i^thfe 
discourse ; firsts whsrt is itnplfed irr ^yfa^ j 
swcndly* how the* living ki»*r that they 
shall die ; and, thirdly, what i*wprorfeinfeirt 
should be. made of this awful subject; • 

L What is implied in nktxti? } 

' The questions is bold* and cannot be ftilly 
answered; for the living hare not experi- 
enced it, and the dead do notreve&l >^the 
profound secret. Some suppose that ft 1 fm«* 
plies an utter extinction of being^ but they 
neither regard the dictates of rfeason, nor 

2n 
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Hie discoveries of revelation? both of whitf* 
proclaim the soul of man immortal. , The , 
fbllowihg things affe gehferally allowed to 
be implied in dying: a separation of soul 
and body; a final departure out of this 
world ; and an entrance upon a nfrw state 
of existence. 

1. Death implies a separation of soul and 
body. Man is a compound being, of body 
and soul; of matter and spirit His bodjr 
is of the dust ; his soul is from God. These 
are mysteriously united; but death dis* 
solves the union, and breaks the unknown 
tie. "Then shall the dust return to Ae 
earth as it was : and the spirit shall return 
to, God who gave it/* 

This separation is a^vful to a good man. 
trail nature shrinks at the prospect! 
What, then, must it be to a bad n^an? la 
his calm and sober moments he views it 
with horror; but* inflamed by diabolical 
passions, he rushes into it, as the frantic 
horse into the battle* >,.--. 

We can form but very imperfect ideas 
of the pain which may attend our dissolu- 
tion. Some appear to suffer much* Nature 
isxonvulsed with dreadful agonies. Others 
go quietly a way* like the dying taper, or 
the ripe fruit which gently drops from the 
parent tree. But this must be left to God, 
who will order the circumstances of opr 
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. death in such a way as* shall be most for 
.our good and his glory. 
• •■ 2. Another thing implied in death is a 
.final departure out of this world. ♦< Here we 
have no continuing city/' We are strata 
gen, who appeared but lately; and we 
are pilgrims who are hastening away. 
Beath ends our journey; and we leave 
all behind, to return no more. The 
husband leaves his wife; the parent his 
children; the master his servants; the 
minister his people; the general his army; 
«nd the monarch his throne. In that 
awful moment every thing earthly is given 
up for ever ! Houses anil lands, gold and 
silver, honours and titles, are left behind; 
3?he pleasure-taker leaves his pleasures ; 
the drunkard quits his cup ; the poor and 
afflicted leave poverty and affliction; and 
the pious are taken from their friends, and 
firorh all the lovely means of grace. 
* Man dieth and wasteth away ; yea, man 
£iveth up the ghost, and where is he ?" He 
is not tb be found. No eye will ever see 
-him again upon earth. His place will be 
•vacant, and his possessions occupied by- 
others. We hear no more- of the dead. 
^Their names are blotted out, and .their 
.memory is soon forgotten. "As for man, 
his days are a* grass: as a flower of the 
fieldsohefiourisheth. For the wind pass- 
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«th ore* iC and it is /gone; and thepta* 
thereof shall know it no' more/' Thus 
man padseth away. His glory fedfts; his 
greatness 'declines; and he sinks into ti^e 
silent grave ! ' O. that thd living" would lay 
k to. heart ; and feel the vast importance 
of a thorough preparation for a better 
world ! - 

3; The last thing implied iQ death is <z* 
«K*rm<* Mpon *,- w* $#/* </ xmttxct. Man, 
ad a compound being 1 / is nearly allied both 
to the -risible world And the invisible ; and 
the moment he quits, hi*- tenement of clay* 
haying done with tht visibie a^d material 
World, . he enters into the invisible world o£ 
sfw/itm; and mixes :cMter with devils and 
the damtted; Or with aagefcand the saints 
of God. How ws Shall ^d*t in -ftiat w- 
known World is a deep secret? , We are hist 
In woodeywheil; we think wpwk it, Hay 
we *ee objects through the mfediapa qf the 
eye; we hpar sounds, through the medium 
vk the' ear : wef speak. witb our tongues; 
we have feet to walk, and hands to handle. 
7%Ht we shall exiit : without a body; and 
fc$w #t> shall either see or ljear, taste or 
imell* ^peafc qjr ofteU 0* mov^, will nevier 
lie di*»»ercd, this * aide *he gra^e,, We 
jnust die to know* One thwg we know* 
*t*l it &. the only thing, with which we mre 
^oneeirowl, nftis*^ tjbat we stall b*«fther 
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fiappy <* miserable. Oar state will 3* 
fixed and unalterable ; for there is no pro- 
bation ift eternity* That this will be' the 
case, appears frotn these awful words : "He 
that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and 
Jbe which is filthy, let him be filthy still: 
-and h? that, is righteous, let him be righte- 
ous #till ; and he that is holy, let him be 
Jboly still." ; 

, II. MOW. DO THE LIVING KNOW THAT 
THEY SHALL W*? 

. 1. The living know, by. the apppintmmt tf 

God* that they shall die- " It is appointed 

JoatO) men once to die*" The time *when, 

<#nd the manner how* is uncertain ;. but 

.nothing is more certain than death /itself. 

Our : first, parents* presuming .to ettt 

forbidden fruit in the Garden of Eden, 

brought 'death both upon theihselvcs and 

their posterity; " By man came death*" 

and "i* Adai* all die/' Wfateret God 

appoints is right; for, such is the jreo- 

ikude of his nature, that he cannot do 

wrong, When men do wrong, it is owing 

either tp ignorance or wickedness ; but God 

is bpth infinitely wise and infinitely good. 

On this ground, we may view death as a 

wis& jus^ and necessary appointment : and* 

it is a|i appointment which. will he exe- 

-cutecU. Man can » neither evade * it bjjr 

running, nor overcame it bj jfarce. ." All 
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shall perish together, and man shaft! 
-tarn again unto the dust" 
< 2. The death of others is a proof that we 
most die. Men are dying daily and 
hourly. Perhaps there is not a moment 
in which some are not passing out of time 
-into eternity. While I am writing, while 
thou art reading, it is probable that many- 
are struggling with death. We cannot, 
thai; escape the cruel mOtister. If we flee, 
he will pursue his prey, and seize us in an 
hour unknown. There is not a city — 
a town?-** villaae*-* house of which it 
can be said death is not there. We sel- 
dom live a day without hearing* of some 
one who has fallen a victim to this de- 
stroyer. Our relations, friends, and foes, 
■are swept away. What* a proof of our 
mortality ! Death will soon find us out, 
and hurry us away. This hour may be 
our last This moment may put a finaj 
period to our present life. 

& We know we shall die by what xae 
feel in ourselves. Life is progressive, and we 
pass rapidly troxa one state to ariother. 
Some have already passed through in- 
fancy and youth; others have left the 
bloom of life; and others have entered 
upon old age. We never return ; but still 
press on towards the grave. Every pan* 
we fed, every degree of weariness aril 
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weakness, proclaim the approach of death. 
What is our loss of sight, of hearing, of 
agility and strength, but certain notices of 
approaching dissolution? Well, as we 
know the certainty of death, let us prepare 

III* What improvement should we 

MAKE OP THIS IMPORTANT SUBJECT? 

1. We should sit loose to the world. While 
we pursue the various duties of life, let us 
guard against an immoderate attachment 
to men and things. Why should those 
things engross our affections which we can- 
not hold ? These fend attachments render 
death far more painful than otherwise it 
would he. A carnal man is torn away by 
violence from all he holds most dear ; but 
he that is spiritual dies with pleasing hope, 
and hastens to a world of joy, where all his 
treasures are, and where his heart baa 
been. 

2. Let us carefully improve the various 
scenes of life through which we pass. Hu- 
man life is chequered with strange and 
unaccountable varieties. Sometimes our 
days are crowned with health and strength, 
with wealth and friends: at, other times 
clouds and darkness gather round us, and 
we sink into poverty, sickness, and disgrace. 
Each of these states may be improved to 
some valuable purpose* In prosperity we 
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learn the le&cms erf "gratftfate, hulfi* 
lityi and obedience to the trill of heaven ; 
and in adversity we may learh thfe lessoos 
of patience, resignation, and Contentment- 
Tbi^s wtanweedtae to tefettv £h tibe fco«F 
of death, upon our conduct in life, weshttR. 
hare to bless God for that grace which 
enabled us to do hi* blessed will. 
' 31 Our sins should die before **, Jest they 
sink us lower than the grave. Death de- 
stroys, the body; but it cannot destroy sin; 
44 For this purpose the Son of God was 
manifested, that he might destroy the 
work* of the devil.'* Let Vts turn to him hf 
repentance and faith, that he* may hecorAe 
our * wisdom, righteousness, sanctification* 
and redemption.** 'then we' shall gain a 
complete victory over sin and deaths 
^TJhe sting of death is sm; and 1 th& 
strength of sin is the law. But thanks be 
to God, which giveth us the victory through 
our Lord Jesus Christ * • 

4* Left us seek that spiritual life which can- 
Hot te destroyed by death; for he who 
is spiritually alive, may look at death 
with boldness* and bid defiance to its utmost 
rage. The spiritual life will flourish 
whoitthe body dies, and after a while the 
yp&y will be quickened to die no more. 
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SERMON XXXVII. 



Acts xxiv. 18. 
There shall be a resurrection of the dead, both of 
the just and unjust. 

A HE words of our text are a part of the 
apostle Paul's defence before Felix, a Ro- 
man governor, when he was accused by 
Tertullus, the orator, as a pestilent fellow, a 
mover of sedition, and a ringleader of the sect 
of the Naxarcnes. He confessed that after 
the way which they called heresy, (a sect) 
so he worshipped the God of his fathers, be- 
lieving all things written in the law andL 
the prophets ; and that he had. hope to- 
wards God> which even his enemies allow- 
ed, that there should be " a resurrection of 
the dead, both of the just and unjust." 

Let us first attempt to prove a general 
resurrection; and, secondly, answer some 
objections. 

I. There will be a general resur- 
rection. 

Unassisted reason may deem a resurrec- 
tion impossible ; but God, who knows all , 

10 . 2o 
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things, has fully rerealed it in the holy 
«cripturts. Our arguments in forayr ctf 
that event must, therefore, be drawn from 
that infallible source ; and if we can prove 
it to be » doctrine of revelation, we are 
bound to belieye, whatever difficulties at- 
tend the subject. Many things are asserted 
in the scriptures which cannot be explain- 
ed, because they Skr exceed human capa- 
city. God reveals facts to the inhabi- 
tants of this world; perhaps in a future 
world he may c^n^cwd to reiFeal cir- 
cupistaqees, and the maimer *uti reason etf 

ithe.Tewmee*kw 

xjwUiplytng in- 

sntiwi the follow? 

ropM W JsroeJk 

fc cried vsfa the 

* chUd came into 

led.**- Jesus k who 

« lifts raised La-» 

le r be bud fceeto 

the Ytpwreetfen 

we flfgtttd: and 

ints which alftfrt 

arose, an4 earner out of their grave* and 

went into the holy city, and appeared t« 

many." Voder this heed we may also 

mention ^^eJuel*; vwiw* of the 4*y boras* 
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•Whieh, though immediately referring to 
the return of the Jews from the Baby* 
lonish captivity* may lie considered as a 
striking intimation of a general resur- 
rection. When ho prophesied, at the com* 
mand of God, " The hones came together, 
Jbone to his hone ; the sinews and the flesh 
came upon them, and the skin oovered 
them from above : breath came into them, 
and they lived, and stood up upon their feet, 
an exceeding- great army." 

2. The resurrection of our Lord affords a 
certain proof of a general resurrection. 
The apostle Paul urged this argument to 
the Corinthians; "New if Christ be 
preached that he rose from the dead, hex* 
say some among you that there is no re*, 
fcurrection <if the dead P But if there is no 
insurrection of the dead, then is Christ 
not risen." There is such a connection 
between his reserreedon, and the re- 
surrection of the dead, that he who denies 
the one must deny the other* « For as in 
Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all 
be made alive/' He rose from the dead 
by his own power. * t lay down my life 
(said he) that I might take it again. No 
man taketh it from me, but I lay it down 
of myself. I havo power to lay it down, 
and power to take it up again." Hence 
we may reasonably infer that he has power 
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ever death and the* grave. Had deatk 
conquered him, it would have conquered 
all the human race ^ but he has the domi- 
nion ;. nor is there any power either in death, 
or the. grave that can withstand him.— ^Let 
us^ rejoice in the resurrection of our Lord, 
and let us cast away, our gloomy fears? of 
death and the, grave! The grave may 
detain us a. while ; but Jesus will come 
find set u/5 free. But let it be our constant 
care that we may die in, a state of. purity.; 
for only such shall rise to glory. 

3. The general resurrection, is positweiy* 
asserted in a vast ; number of passages, botJh 
in the, old testament and in the new, 
Daniel, by the spirit of prophecy, foretold 
the resurrection, of the dead. His words 
are as clear and express as words can.be : 
♦'Many of theiyi that sleep, in, the dast 
shall awake, some to everlasting life, and 
.some to shame and everlasting contempt. " 
Our Saviour expresses the, same, thing 
in clear ?md appropriate language : ** Mar^ 
vel not at this : for the hour is coming in 
the which all that are in their graves shall 
hear his voice, $nd come forth ; they that 
have done good unto, a resurrection of life* 
gnd they that have done evil to a resur- 
rection of damnation." The apostle Paul 
wrote; to the Coripthians expressly upon 
this subject; iand nothing can ^ be more 
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•satisfactory than his account of the re- 
surrection. He says, " The trumpet shall 
"sound, anct the dead shall be raised." 
John* in the apocalyptic vision, "saw the 
dead small and great stand before God— *• 
jand the sea gave up the dead' which were 
<in it, and death and hell delivered the dead 
which: weire in them." 

From these passages, and many others 
which might be quoted, it is evident that 
we must either admit of a general resur- 
rection* or give up the authority of the 
•bible* Many objections may be raised 
♦against this important doctrine ; nor, 
indeed, is there any other doctrine agaiqst 
which the utifr and tcickedness of man may 
not raise objections. Doctor B — y was df 
opinion that there is no matter in the 
universe, and consequently that man has 
nobody. Doctor P — y thought there was 
nothing but matter, and consequently that 
there is no immortal spirit in man. Between 
them, they robbed man both of his body 
and his soul. Had those two great men 
placed less dependence upon their intellec- 
tual powers, and more upon " the sure word 
of . prophecy, " the world would not have 
been troubled, with the painful and dan- 
gerous disputes which they set on foot. — Let 
wnow :... 
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lit A* SWBA SOME 6|Jf CTlOMi AOAlHSt 
»HE RMUAKECtlON. 

. The principal objections in ay be reduced 
to two ; Some think it unnecessary-*- and 
others impossible. 

i 1* By some it is deemed unntces&ary. 
They argue that "it is not necessary to 
secure existence, as separate spirit! cam 
Ut6 without the body: and that it is not 
necessary on the plan of rewards and pi*- 
nishments* as men may he either rewarded 
or punished without the body." Suppose 
We admit this* it does not follow either 
that that kind of existence can be conti- 
nued which evidently was designed for 
man from the beginning, or that he can 
lie. rewarded or punished in* a stik* 
stble way without a body* The creatures 
of God are innumerable* and each kind 
has a peculiar state in which its raring ad* 
mits of perfection. A separate state must 
be a very imperfect state to man. Th$ 
soul of man is peculiarly fitted for a ma* 
terial body, through the medium of which 
God will both punish the wicked and re* 
ward the righteous. An union of soul and 
body in a state of purity, will be the per* 
fection of man in heaven; nor can the sad 
.effects of sin be done away without such an 
pnion. The resurrection of bad jnen ifcffl 
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render them far more capable of suffering 
* tlje vengeance of eternal fife" than thej 
can be in a separate state ; and on that ac* 
count the resurrection will prove to them a 
dreadful event. 

To deny a resurrection, in the literal 
sense, we are forced to explain away the 
obvious meaning of the holy seriptures; 
JLike Hymeniug, who said the resurrection 
was past, and thereby destroyed the faith 
of some* The «Jriptures, by artful criti- 
cism, may he made to mean any thing and 
every thingthat designing men taay please ; 
and there ean be no certainty in them, if 
they are ftot, like other writings, to be un* 
derstood in their plain grammatical sense*' 

Oar bodies will undergo a great change 
at the resurrection, whereby they will be 
fitted for that world in which we shall 
live for ever. The, apostle Paul described 
the reswrectiorf-feody of the saints tinder 
four heads. It will be incorruptible ; ;nd 
more subject to decay or dissolution: it 
will bfe glorious; free from ail defect, de* 
formttyt add dishoAour: it will-be strong 
t<MW*y and to do the will of God : and if 
wttl be qnritwte refined and pure, light 
and agile; The resurrection^body of the 
wkked will be incorruptiWe, and strong; 
hut n*itl&r spiritual nor glomus* 
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£. Some think the resurrection irnp6$siSte\ 
It must be allowed on all hands that the 
difficulties are great, especially if we insist 
vpon the resurrection of the same body* 
The materials of which our bodies are 
formed, are in a perpetual state of change 
even in this life ; and after death these* 
materials may undergo innumerable 
changes* But every difficulty on this 
head vanishes, when we consider the Wis* 
dom, power, and promise of God. He 
knows how to collect the scattered par-> 
tides ; and his power is omnipotent. 
Surely it will not be harder to raise the 
dead than to create a world ©ofofnothing! 
Hard and easy are things belonging to us ; 
but every thing, which does not imply a 
contradiction, is easy with God. 
* Lastly: We are not only, assiired that 
there will be a resurrection, but that it 
will be sudden and awful even to saints; 
but to sinners it will be dreadful beyond 
description. It is probable that every otie 
will have the same features which hfe had 
in this life, by which he will be known to 
be the same identical person.-- But O what 
a change ! Some shining in all the glories 
of the Redeemer, and others covered with* 
shame and confusion. O may we havfe a 
happy resurrection from the dead ! Ai&en* 
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The General Judgment* 



SERMON XXXVIII, 



Rev. xx, 12, 

And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before 

x God; and the books were opened: and another 
bookwa& opened, which is tlie book of life; and 
the dead were judged out of those things which 

., were written in the books, according to their 

, works. 



THE book of Revelations is the only pn* 
phetical book of the new testament. John, 
the beloved disciple of our Lord, was ba-< 
nished, by the Emperor Domition, into the 
Isle of Patmos, where he had a visionary 
representation of all the great events which 
should happen from his time, to the time 
when the saints shall be finally settled in 
the Neto Jerusalem. 

In this passage we have threq things: 
The dead, small and great, stand before 
God — the books are opened— and the dead 
are judged out of those things written in 
the books, according to their works* 

2p 
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I. The dead, small and great, ctAN9 

BEFORE GOD. 

1. Bjr the d*e&,sma& mid gt&t, we are to 
understand the whole of the human race. 
What a rast assembly ! Men of all -nations, 
of all ages, and of all conditions, make up 
this great multitude 1 There was never 
any thing like it before, and there will 
never be any tMDg Uke it again. Dean 
Prjdeaux tells us that the forces of Xerxes, 
when he invaded Greece, amounted to two 
millions* s« hundred and forty one thou- 
sand,- six hundred and ten men J besides 
eunuchs, vnsmen, sutlers, and other people 
who followed his camp, amounting to as 
many more. So that the 1 whole number of* 
persons that followed Xerxes in that ex- 
jjedkitfvwere/at teastyW *»j#«^ But 
those were * mere handful, compared with- 
the' dead smali and great, who' will stand 
'before Go* in that great day. Who <san 
number *hfm? He only who numbers th*- 
sands of th* tea, and the iters «f the finpa- 
went.- .« • 

. '% TJ»y simd: btfnv'Qpi.: It \s awfal t* 
Stand before an earthly judge, though bat 
a *»ere m*n ; bjtf fcow rough mops awiul 
to stand before tha hsayenjy Judge* who is 
both* Ood fend -magi I fiugnjgi jodges may 
trr I but 4h» JuVjge of ^nfcfc and dead *«» 
toot. They only taow ft p*rt; to* J*e 
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ttnow* fill things. They may he bribed to 
do wrong-; but God, the Judge, is ^essentially 
just u He is the rock, his work his perfect; 
for all hk Ways are judgment : a God of 
truth, and without iniquity, just and right 
ifehe" * ,-..-.. 

Conld We enter into the feelings of that 
day, how trifling and insignificant would 
all the affairs of this lower world appear ! 
The righteous will dtand firm, erect, and 
joyfhl, before the Judge; but the wicked 
Will stand trembling, hanging down their 
heads, and filled with the most terrifying 
apprehensions ! We now turn from the *3« 
sembly to the books. 
>. II. THB HOOKS AAfi 0PW8D* 

Books are kept to preserve a knowledge 
of past events. God ha* no need of such 
ftacprds* but to represent the equity of his 
proceedings the dub$ect is aet forth in this 
Way. The books whifch will be opened in. 
the day of judgment art of two kinds, ge- 
neral and special. Let us consider each. 

1. The general booh will he rarioust 
Without indulging fanciful and imaginary 
notions, we may suppose the following books 
Will be opened ; The book of Gotis conduct 
towards men* including creation, provi- 
dence, redemption, and grace ; which 
Jbook will fully vindicate the character, and 
display the glory of the eternal God. His 
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wisdom, power, justice, mercy; and fcrerik^ 
will appear in Bhining characters, to the 
comfort of his friends, and the confusion 
of his enemies. All fnust then See that 
his vrky has been perfect, and that he 
never did, nor ever could do wrongv A. 
second book to- be opened will contain the 
tarious iaws, or rules of conduct, which God 
has given to men, under every dispensation. 
It will contain the law which has been 
•written in the hearts of men— the law of 
Moses, and the law of Christ. When this 
book shall be opened, it will discover what 
*nen should have been,- and what the/ 
should have done in every situation. ThU 
book will piainJr shew the equity of God, 
who never required of men more than he* 
gave them power to perform ; hut who- 
wisely and graciously suited duties to pri- 
vileges J so that where much was givein 
much was required ; and where little was 
given, little was required. A third book 
will unfold human conduct. The omnis r 
cience of God, which records every work 
Will exhibit a complete and universal his"- 
tory of man. These records will be larger, 
but plain and intelligihle ; so that he who 
«ould not read beforer will now both read 
<&nd understand. 

2. The special book to be opened in thaf 
day is called* « The book of liter It c»fe 
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iaW a list of all God's people. They are* 

gitblled in it when they begin to liv6 to 
od#- The dead in sin are not, iior 
can be written in this book. The living 
only are registered there, and their names 
being found in that sacred volume in the 
last day, they will live for ever. Those 
toho fell into sin, and become twice dead, 
Are i blotted out ; but he who steadily per- 
severes in the christian warfare, and over- 
comes all his enemies, " the same shall be 
clothed in white raiment i and I will not 
{says Jesus) blot his name out of the book 
pf life, but I will confess his name before 
my father, and before his angels/' After 
the opening* of the books the awful judg- 
ment begins. 

III. The pead are judged out of 

THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE WRITTEN IN 
THE BOOKS, ACCORDING TO THfelR WORKS, 

1. The dead are judged. Every indivi- 
dual must be examined, and receive a final 
Sentence. There will be no unconcerned 
spectator. Each one* in that great con- 
gregation, will have a deep interest in the 
solemnities of the day* The Judge will ex- 
amine every one in the presence of the 
whole assembly. Angels, men, and devils, 
will hear our trial. Our whole life, private 
and public, will be brought to light. The 
fleepesj: secrets of our souls Will be laid 
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open. Not a thought, a desire, or a de- 
sign, will escape thfe. notice of the 1 Judge, 
Every temper, every work, and every word* 
will be brought ftrwaitl. «• For God shall 
faring every work into judgment* witfe 
•very secret things whether it be good, at 
whether it be evil." 

a The dead will be judged out of thott 
things which are written in the- books, One 
nan will not be allowed to accuse another* 
DeVils will not be allowed to accuse mem 
Nothing but written records will be pro* 
duced as evidence,* either ft* or against any- 
one. The books, like him who Wrote thenH 
will be 'feithful and true. The/ will <***■ 
tain full and sufficient trtutence t6 deter- 
mine the everlasting fate of all ; and the 
evidence wilt be so vaUX and clear, that no 
doubt can remain. Devils and -wicked 
men will be silenced, and the Saints Wul 
triumphantly shout, "Righteous art thou, 
O Lord, and upright are thy judgments*" 
' 4. The dead will be judged according to 
their works. Not according to their prefes- 
f ions, opinions, privileges, riches, poverty, 
rank, or titles, in this lower world. We 
are justified by faith, in this day of graced 
but in the day of judgment we shall either 
be justified or condemned by th* evidence: 
of our works. Works are either . good 
or bad. Amongst the good, we majr 
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reckop wprk? of jtjstiqe, jfterpy, end piety; 
amongst the bad, we *»ay reckon works 

Sf vanity, disfipnesty, cruelty, uncleanness* 
runkenness, and profanenesst All these 
vdll appear pn our examination* and 
by them our state will bp fixed. At the 
^ame time the principles which produced 
these works, and the ends to which they 
were directed, will be taken into the 
account How dreadfol to be * weighed 
in the ballamjes and found wanting!" To 
prevent that, let u* seek an' union, with 
Jesqs, whiph, leading to a renewal of our 
hearts, will enable us to bring forth those 
fruit* of righteousness which God will re« 
ward in tha* day ♦ 

It will certafnjy appear, when the books 
are opened, that Christ is the only Saviour 
of a Ipst and ruined itorld ; and that all 
men, had they followed the light which he 
affprded, and the grace by which he influ- 
enced their hearts, might have been saved 
eternally. Those who have only, the law 
written on their hearts may find their way 
to the right hand of the Judge. And shall 
we, who are highly favoured with the word 
of God, and who abound with christian 
privileges, be found with horror on the left ? 
That day will put a final period to all 
fraud, oppression, and injustice. The tri- 
umphs of the wicked, and the sufferings of 
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the righteous, will then come to an end. 
A just sentence will be pronounced, and 
every one will enter upon that state in 
yehich he must remain for ever. 
; Amidst the hurry and tumult of this 
depraved world, let us often think of that 
great day. When we are disposed to take 
our fill of pleasure, and to walk in the way 
of our own hearts, let us recollect, that 
for all these things God will bring us into; 
judgment. O how shall we appear therf! 
What will be our lot? Must we stand 
with devils and the damned to hear our 
sentence? Or shall we be found with 
saints and angels ? What is our state now ? 
Let us now bring ourselves into judgment! 
Let conscience speak, and be attentive to 
its voice! Does conscience condemn? 
Then, go to a merciful God through Christ; 
Seek and find the remission of sins. Enter* 
into the fountain which is set open for sin 
find uncleanness. Thus, when the Judge 
descends, in all the glory of his father, thorj 
wilt appear before him with joy and glad~ 
jiess* ; Amen. 
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SERMON XXXIX. 

Matt, xxv, 41, 

Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting Jire, 
prepared for the devil and his angels. 

JO.OW awful are these words ! The bare 
repetition of them is enough to make the 
stotitest sinner tremble ! They contain the 
iirial sentence, which the Judge of all thfc 
earth will pronounce upon the wicked iri 
the day of judgment. The sentence con- 
tains four parts : the wicked are banished 
from Christ — they are banished with a 
curse — they are banished into that fire 
which was prepared for the devil and his 
angels — and their banishment will be 
everlasting. 

L The wicked are banished from 

CHRIST. 

1. The sentence opens with the word 
depart. While those wretched beings lived 
in this world, and remained in a state of 
probation, Christ often said to them, "Come 
unto me;** and he complained that they 
would not come: «*Ye will not come to 

2q 
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me, that ye might have life.-* What a 
sad change of circumstances! Now he 
frowns, arid says, " Depart!* They are Hot 
fit to remain in his glorious presence. Sin 
has made them contemptible, and the 
righteous Judge beholds them with con- 
tempt. Entreaties to remain with him 
would now Be vain. There was a time 
tvhen they might have been heard with 
kind attention ; but that time is past and 
gone for ever. ~ Henceforth, should the^r 
pray, their (prayers will netfe* reach the 
throne of GocL ; : rr i ;• r 

. 2, They depart firm* Christ 4 tfee hoxtt 
one op qod, who Jitfcfd and died'tcfr 
sinful man. In departing* from: fc£m# they 
depart from all bis bless^ followers. 43* 
earth they itiitfed with : the wist fted 
good, and many blessings- whteh they 
Wen enjoyed tvas owing to that happy 
circumstance 1 but tic*¥ the chaff i^ sepa- 
rated fyorn the Nvheat, afcd milst be^bfctrned 
up with unquenchable fire* Perhaps they 
hare relatiop&, fr*^s< and acqioaintaiice 
at the right-hand of the Judge; but ttey 
must depaitf, and, flewfcuee' -tfeeriif Wore to 
all eternity. This is not; all: T for in d*r 
parting frotri 'Christ, thfcy depart frcfflr afii 
the joys Mid glories of heaven* Their 
eyes shall never behold thtwe happy: plains 
of light, where God will ireign wtthdaaot* 
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and <ahgels. Oi what a loss! The loss of 
ten thousand worids, were we in possession 
af them oail, wbald be la frifle to the lots 
mi Chsist and heaven ! . ^ 

1 II. TjlfeYvAiE BANISHED WITH k ?G0R$& 

e. Ls^cttni ^ttesdj directly opposed to a 
fclessing; /therotie is followed by a commu- 
nication *>f £«M^»n4 the other by/fuauii*' 
flictiop* .o£i awTL t ^tWhen* <Jcd curses men* 
real erii is intended, ^uad wilt unavoidably 
Fall down upon thtem.;. Impotent men may 
G&\\ ctotfrcr rmschaf r and y/ish wal*. and no 
fcvilrrnay follo^r their x^atring imprecations ; 
frati the corses of oQad should* be regarded 
in* the most solemn >xnaWner, because* they 
«riM be followed jwfith 'suitable Yvngwsmb* 
How a^rful* >then, arc Jtheicwrees of Heaven I 
S¥hen tHe ground wa& cursed rffor the sin of 
«han> it brought forth briers and thwns. 
When Cain was cursed, he went out-fronj 
the presence of the Lord; and dwelt in the 
land e£ Nad,; a Hebrew word, signifying 
wtndering, trembling* axx\t shaking: Noah, 
umden a divine impulse, ear^d Canaan, 
and be became mte both m his tram person, 
and in his posterity. Jesus cursed the fig- 
A ineey aad immediately; it withered. 
. 2. Wicked men axe under a curse ;h»0 ; 
hat mercy spaces them. In the day of 
j«dgmc*nt r the curse will not only be pro* 
nouaced, hut ftdly executed. Banishment 
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from Christ will be dreadful in itself; but 
banishment with a curse will be much more 
dreadful. . Under his blessing, we may be 
happy any where ; but under his curse, w* 
can be happy no where. No doubt the 
curse of Christ will greatly increase the 
^ torment of the damned. They Tvill reflect 
with grief upon his gracious undertakings 
for them ; his repeated offers of mercy ; hfo 
calls and warnings ^ and when they 
recollect : that the last time they saw and 
heard him, he pronounced a curse upon, 
them, we may suppose they will be filled 
-with extreme anguish. O, cursed spirits, how 
can ye escape ? Whither can ye fke from 
that vengeance which pursues you?, Wha 
can remove your curse, or deliver you 
from its direful effects? You have no 
friend in the universe J There is no eye to 
pity*— no hand to save ! 

I1L They are banished into that 

TIRE WHICH WAS PREPARED FOH TH* 
JOEVIX AND HIS ANGELS. 

1. Angels, fts well as men, were created 
to be happy ; but those angels which kept 
not their first estate, . were banished into 
hell. Hell was prepared for them at 
first ; but guilty men, influenced, directed, 
, and governed by the infern&l powers, 
must share their punishment. O how 
i dreadful to mix with devils, and to be 
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confined with them in the same prison for 
lever ! - .<■'•. . .- \: 

; 2. Some have maintained thmfc. the fire 
iof hell will be like the fire with which/we 
are acquainted. The venerable Mr^ We$r 
ley says, *<Does not our Lord speak as if it 
were real fire ? No one can deny or d<>ubt 
this,: Is it, possible then to suppose that 
the God of truth would speak in this man- 
ner, if it were not so? Does he /design tt> 
fright, his poor creatures? What, witli 
scarecrows? With, vain shadows of things 
that have no being? Q let not any think soj 
Jmppte not such lolly to the. Most High." 
i 3. Others suppose, that the fire of hell is 
a strong figure, denoting extreme torment* 
Fire is v that element which gives the 
greatest pain of any other ; and if the fire 
of hell should prove very different from our 
common fire, yet it must be allowed that 
it implies the infliction of inexpressible and 
inconceivable torment. Matthew Henry 
says, " This fire is the wrath of the eternal 
God, fastening upon the guilty souls a«d 
consciences of men that have made them- 
selves fuel for it. Our God is a consuming 
fire, and sinners fall immediately into his 
hands." „ . . 

4. But it is of greater moment to avoid 
the fire of hell, than to determine the. ques- 
tion about its nature and properties. Whe- 
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ther thaf ire be literal or figurative* 
it must be allowed to imply punishment 
Which far exceeds any thing that words 
tan describe. It it ; probable thfetfc the 
damned will sufter throughout the wholt 
inan v arid that every pdrty both of body and 
soul, Mriil be tormented with dreadfcui mi- 
hkry. Neyw-tfoekssi ;a» their punishment 
will be Itaflicted by the karid ot impartial 
fcrtticti, 'we' tnttet suppose thatr soi&e .will 
suffer- more than others; But whotoopld 
run the dreadful risk 0ff suffering* the five of 
&eli in Ihe stnatttst cfegm6?> (The smallest 
degree of pain, & tho$e horrid regions, will 
be more acute than any sufferings ki this 
present life. ' ' ', ■* « \ 

II. They are BAfrtsHftfe for* ever; 

1. It is tgtfeftttily allowed gfat ihe'jfoys 
of hea^n will kntimr'na period; and the 
same word* belfc# Used to »expre& b#th 
the? donation of those joys and the duration 
of torment in hell,- we carinot suppose the 
one tocteirie to aft erfd, without supposing 
th*t the other may aflsoemd/ He, there- 
fore, who maintains that the ^rd-wfer-* 
fasting signifies *w> ftiore than a limited 
periody thoi*gh it be for ages And s/gts^ 
shakes the foundation of eternal blessedness, 
destroys the betft J ho$fcs of holy men, 'and 
thrown a daiftp upon the gidryof heaven* 
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Ubfc ^OFdy wfe admit, ife tised for d limited 
time, wheri applied, to many -things in thii 
world, becauseevery thihg merely relating 
to > this viaible itrairld must. pass away; Ixtt 
when applied to eternity* it always signifies 
unlimited duration. . - :, 

- 3. The feet- 3s, there will be no Mtfmg 
remedy for the damned. The swiptareft 
invafiaWy teach the impossibility of- sal- 
iratioA without a Mediator* Christ not* 
acts in that capacity; and is the Saviour at 
ail who conupjy with the terms afrmetcy i 
but in the. end of thle world, -he will gird 
up his mediatorial j kingdom, #nd God Will 
be all in all. There isiio intimation of his 
mediation for the damned. The moment 
in which the sentence of fiftal condemna* 
tioh is : passed upon them, they are aban- 
doned to black despair*. And who will 
plead their cause ? Who .will deli ve* them I 
.When. Christ . gives thejta dp, they are lost 
forever. • i . . ■ •--' • ; • •* ; ■ - - 

j 3- Many have attempted to provs ufti* 
Vessah restoration, and the opihktfi gttira 
ground; but it is built upon detached 
scraps of scripture, and far-fetched criti- 
cism. A plain man, guided by common 
sense, and an honest mind, would never 
fiod this doctrine in the book of God: It is 
as dangerous as it is false. It is dangerous 
npt only as i% leads to carelessness about 



- 



zed by GoOgle 



312 DINNERS BANKHID FROM CHRIST; 

etefnal things; but as it leads toa pteaiof 
interpreting- the scriptures, which, if fbl~ 
lowed up, may end in the most serious con- 
sequences. Sound . criticism will always . 
be esteemed by judicious men; but the 
plan of criticism followed by these men, 
has a direct tendency to bring the scrip- 
tures into disgrace- 

Let us often reflect upon this awful sen-? 
tence. Those who are banished iron) Christ 
have lost the world, which was their god : 
they have lost all peace and joy : and their 
souls are lost. How dreadful is their lot ! 
Banished from Christ, under a curse ; tojv 
mented in fire, and no prospect of deliver- 
ance ! They are filled with bifier reflec- 
tions, plagued with horrid companions, 
and terrified with doleful prospects ! And 
shall we, for a few- fleeting and unsub* 
stantial pleasures, plunge ourselves into 
endless:misery ? My dear friends, be wise. 
You are now warded — you are now en- 
treated to accept of life and salvation. O 
delay not to accept the mercy of your God ! 
Rejoice that your doom is not yet fixed* 
Bless God for his Jong forbearance. Re- 
nounce sin, and embrace Christ upon gospel 
term$. Give your hearts to God, and \?alk 
in his ways : then this awful sentence will 
pev#r be* pronounced upon you. - 
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Saints Invited to Glory. 
SERMON XL. 



Matt. xxv. 34. 
Come ye blessed of my Father, inherit the king- 
dom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world. 

JL HE friends of Jesus will live and reign 
with him for ever. In this world a king- 
dom of grace is set up in their hearts ; and 
in the day of judgment they will he in- 
vited to a kingdom of glory. Who can* 
describe the happiness of that moment, 
when the Judge shall say to them, " Come 
ye blessed of my Father ?" 

Let us first examine the character of the 
persons invited to the kingdom; and, se- 
condly, the purport of the invitation. 
I. The character of the persons 

INVITED TO THE KINGDOM. 

1. In the preceding account they are 
called sheep. " He shall set the sheep on 
his right-hand." This is an appellation 
which the inspired writers frequently give 
to good men, on account of their harmless- 
ness, meekness, and usefulness* " My sheep 
" 2r 
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(says Christ) hear my voice, and I kno# 
them, and they follow me.* They attend 
to his calk both inward and outward, and 
they follow him in the way of cheerful 
obedience. Those who are deaf to his 
calls, and who disobey his commands, cain 
not belong to his flock, whatever professions 
they make, of whatever privileges they 
enjoy. 

2. In our text they are called blessed. 
They are blessed in this life with a gra- 
cious call to repentance,, faith, and salves, 
tion. When they obqj the call, they am 
blessed with pardon, peace, and holiness ;f 
and, amidst all their afflictions and temp- 
tations, they can say by sUreet experience, 
" Blessed is every one that feareth the Lord i 
that walketh in his Ways.** They are 
blessed in death. That awful hour, so 
much dreaded by the wicked, is to thenx 
an hour of triumph ; for they die in the 
Lord, they rest from their labours, and 
their works do follow them* They shall be 
blessed at the resurrection of the just with 
glorified bodies, and & happy meeting hi 
the air with Christ ihe Lord. They shall 
be blessed In the gtfeat day., .The Judge will 
smile upon them, and heaven, with all its 
glories, will open to their view* 

3. They are blessed by the Father. The 
Father is the fountain of being, and of 
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Heasednett, Every blessing which we re- 
ceive through the mediation of Christ, 
must be ascribed to the Father's love ; be- 
cause he gave his Son to redeem, and his 
Spirit to renew our guilty atfd polluted 
souls. * All 'things are of God, who hath 
reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ/ 1 
He pardons, accepts, arid adfepts believers* 
In the day of judgment they will be blessed 
with peculiar tokens of his love, He will 
own them as his children before an assem- 
bled world, permit them to behold his 
glory, *nd grant them access to his throne. 

' It ThJ5 PUaPbRT OF THB INVITATION^ 

>Th* invitation implies three things; the 
saints are to remain with Christ-—they 
are to inherit a kingdom— and die kingdom 
was prepared for them before the founda- 
tion of the world. 

1. The saints are to remain with Christ* 
Seated upon the great white throne, and 
arrayed in the glory of his Father, he in* 
vites his church to come to him. The 
church, which is his bride, stands before 
him, and appears " a glorious church, not 
having spot or wrinkle, or any such thing." 
As a bridegroom, he presents her to him- 
s<el£ or places her in his presence, that he 
may survey her beauty. Marriage im-> 
plies a peculiar union, and this strong 
figure is applied to Christ and his 
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choreic to express their everlasting union. 
The bride, must dwell with her bride- 
groom, enjoy his presence, and share 
his glory. He is about to enter into his 
Father's kingdom, and to sit down on his, 
throne ; and his spouse must reign with 
him. When he was about to leave this 
world, he said to his disconsolate followers, 
u I will come again, and receive you unto 
myself; that where I am, there ye may be 
also." Now he fulfils his faithful wont 
and gratifies the utmost wishes of his friends., 
The happiest moments which they spent 
on earth, were those in which he favoured 
them with his presence in the means of 
grace. How delightful, then* must that 
world be wliere they shall >>e with him 
perpetually ! 

2. They are invited to inherit a kingdom. 
A Kingdom implies three things ; a King 
who governs, Subjects who are governed, 
and Laws by which they are governed. 

The King of heaven is the Lord God om- 
nipotent. The beloved John informs us, 
in the book of Revelations, that he " heard 
as it were the voice of a great multitude, 
and as the voice of many waters, and as 
the voice of mighty thunderings, sayiag, 
Alleluia : for the Lord God omnipotent 
reigneth." Earthly monarchshave reign- 
ed with disputed titles; but who will be ^ 
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jbund to dispute the title of the omnipotent 
Ruler of heaven? The enemies of his 
government will be put under his feet, and 
his friends will -be exalted to his right- 
hand. Monarchs have reigned on earth; 
whose abilities were not sufficient to wield 
the sceptre ; but heaven will be governed 
by unerring wisdom, almighty power, and 
boundless ' goodness. s* The King of heaven 
is. perfect, and his-government will be per- 
fect; he is immortal, and his kingdom will 
be everlasting. 

3. The. subjects of the heavenly kingdom 
are saints and angels. : The pious of all 
ages and nations will reside with the angels 
of God, as their fellow-subjects. But there 
will be no unpleasant distinction of nations; 
no unintelligible variety of languages, and 
no jarring sects. God is one, and all his 
subjects will be one. There may be va- 
rious orders of angels, and various ranks 
of glorified human spirits. Some may be 
exalted far above others, on account of su- 
perior holiness, and as a reward of superior 
labours ; but every one will be completely^ 
happy in his proper place, and every one 
will rejoice in the happiness of all. the rest 
The lowest will, not view the highest with 
envy, nor will the highest look down upon 
the lowest . with contempt. God, who is 
loT3e,iwill Ije an everlasting centre of union 
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o all his subjects; tvtry one of whom wll 
le holy and happy, glorious and immortal* 
Ivery one will be full of joy ; and every 
ne will taste the most refined pleasures, 
r In thy presence is fulness of joy, at thy 
ight-hand there are pleasures for; ever* 



aore." 



ku Th6<mtyla»*£ that glorious kingdom, 
h the will of god* He is absolutely 
er&ct, and his will is a perfect lawv 
leaven will bean absolute monarchy > tfuU: 
>f perfection and glory • It is fit that earth* 
y monarch* should be .limited, because 
hey are imperfect;. but the eternal God 
hould be. under no control. He can rvill 
\Qthillg but .what is wise and good* Happy 
vould it be for mortals if they would now 
>bey bis will* All the subjects of God irt 
leaven obey the divine will cheerfully, cook 
tantfy, and universally. One spirit inspires: 
he whole. This being the case, heaven 
vill be. a place of perfect order, har~ 
:nany# and love* How unlike the dun 
orderly kingdoms of this world, where 
:en thousand various snd contradictory 
principles cause perpetual confusion ! 

The saints are heirs of this kingdom, and 
Christ will put them into full possession. 
It is a possession which was purchased by 
bis blood, and which is given to all who 
overcome the world, the flesh, and the 
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d**H. " He that orercometh shall inherit 
all things: and I will be his God, and he 
shall be my son." 

. 5. The kingdom was prepared for them 
from the foundation of the world. Hence it 
appears evident* that God designed man 
for heavenly glory, when he created him 
at first; and had Adam proved faithful 
when God placed him in a state of proba- 
tion, it is probable he would have been 
translated to heaven, without seeing 
death. His descendants might have been 
upon the same plan ; each one might have 
been railed from earth to heaven, without 
passing thuwigh the rale of death. 

It is said to the saints, The kingdom 
prepared for you. Are we, therefore, to 
infer that a certain number was elected ta 
giory from the foundation of the World, 
and that the rest were reprobated to danw 
nation? Some wise and good men hare 
thought so ; but we cannot receive their 
opinion. Predestination sets aside the ne-* 
cessity of a general judgment, and totally 
destroys every idea of rewards and punish- 
jnents. For how can God judge men for 
what he fore-ordained ? How can he either 
reward or punish those who acted in all 
things by irresistable necessity ? Heaven, 
no doubt, was prepared for the saints on : 
the right-hand; but it does not follow that 
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-a for sinners on the Iett-o 
it was not P^P^/ ^ X word of God, 
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h\ £ST «s to those hap- 

* I £ not trine in the way; 

^otepn. , .. ek fo e 'eteriial, immortal, 
*#fc£r.&«*" Amen. 
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